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Testimonies for the Church Volume Nine : Page 3
1. THE TIMES OF VOLUME NINE

AS WE LOOK AT THE TIMES OF VOLUME 9 WE VIEW A FIVE-YEAR SPAN EXTENDING
TO THE LATE SUMMER OF 1909. IN MRS. WHITE'S EXPERIENCE THIS PERIOD IS OPENED
AND CLOSED WITH TRIPS FROM HER HOME IN ST. HELENA, CALIFORNIA, TO THE EAST
TO ATTEND IMPORTANT MEETINGS. FOR THE DENOMINATION IT IS A TIME OF FULL
RECOVERY FROM THE CRISIS OF 1902-03 AND OF EXTENDING THE WORK, OF
LAUNCHING NEW ENTERPRISES, AND OF ESTABLISHING NEW INSTITUTIONS.

FOLLOWING IMPORTANT MEETINGS IN MICHIGAN IN THE SPRING OF 1904, MRS.
WHITE VISITED THE SOUTH AND THEN MADE HER WAY TO WASHINGTON, D. C,,
WHERE STEPS WERE BEING TAKEN TO PROVIDE BUILDINGS FOR THE WORK WHICH
WAS BEING ESTABLISHED AT THE NATION'S CAPITAL. THERE WAS A NEW
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING TO BE ERECTED, THE REVIEW AND HERALD MUST BE
PROVIDED WITH A HOME, A SANITARIUM WAS TO BE BUILT, AND A COLLEGE
ESTABLISHED. THE FACT THAT MRS. WHITE MADE HER HOME IN WASHINGTON FOR
SOME MONTHS, WHERE SHE COULD GIVE COUNSEL REGARDING THE WORK, AS
THESE FOUR ENTERPRISES WERE GOTTEN UNDER WAY, WAS A GREAT
ENCOURAGEMENT TO THE WORKERS. IT ALSO EXERTED A FAR-REACHING
INFLUENCE THROUGHOUT THE DENOMINATION IN ESTABLISHING THE CONFIDENCE
OF THE CHURCH MEMBERS THAT GOD HAD LED IN THE TRANSFER OF THE
ADMINISTRATION AND PUBLISHING INTERESTS TO THE NATION'S CAPITAL.

THIS WAS A PERIOD OF RAPID ADVANCEMENT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR
MEDICAL WORK ON THE PACIFIC COAST. SANITARIUMS WERE OPENED IN NATIONAL
CITY, GLENDALE, AND LOMA LINDA, CALIFORNIA. FROM THE FIRST, LOMA LINDA
SEEMED DESTINED TO BECOME A TRAINING CENTER FOR MEDICAL WORKERS AT
SOME FUTURE TIME TO DO THE WORK FOR THE DENOMINATION BEGUN AT BATTLE
CREEK. DURING THE CRITICAL YEARS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MEDICAL
COLLEGE, MRS. WHITE MADE FREQUENT VISITS TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, WHERE
SHE COULD GIVE PERSONAL COUNSEL AND
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ENCOURAGEMENT, AND COULD ASSIST IN THE LAYING OF PLANS FOR THE
ADVANCING WORK. IT WAS UTTERANCES, BASED UPON THE REVELATIONS GIVEN
HER OF GOD, THAT LED US STEP BY STEP EVENTUALLY TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
FULLY RECOGNIZED MEDICAL COLLEGE. SO INSURMOUNTABLE WERE THE
OBSTACLES THAT, HAD IT NOT BEEN FOR THE FAITH AND CONFIDENCE INSPIRED BY
THE FREQUENT COUNSELS WHICH CAME THROUGH THE SPIRIT OF PROPHECY, THE
ENTERPRISE WOULD NEVER HAVE SURVIVED.

THESE IMPORTANT INTERESTS THAT TOOK MRS. WHITE MUCH FROM HER HOME AND
HER WRITING, RESULTED IN A GREAT DELAY IN THE ISSUANCE OF BOOKS SHE HOPED
COULD SOON BE IN THE FIELD DOING THEIR WORK. THE MINISTRY OF HEATING WAS
THE ONLY ELLEN G. WHITE BOOK NEWLY ISSUED DURING THIS FIVE-YEAR PERIOD.



THE WORK OF THE DENOMINATION HAD BY THIS TIME GROWN TOO LARGE FOR US
TO MENTION IN DETAIL THE VARIOUS ADVANCE STEPS. THE MESSAGE WAS NOW
BELTING THE GLOBE, MISSIONARIES WERE BEING SENT OUT IN INCREASING
NUMBERS, MORE INSTITUTIONS DEVOTED TO EDUCATIONAL, PUBLISHING, AND
MEDICAL INTERESTS WERE BEING ESTABLISHED. THE MESSAGE WAS TRULY
REACHING THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.

IT BROUGHT GREAT REJOICING TO THE HEART OF ELLEN WHITE TO MEET WITH THE
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE WORLD-WIDE WORK AS THEY GATHERED IN
WASHINGTON, D. C., IN THE SPRING OF 1909 FOR THE GENERAL CONFERENCE
SESSION. THIS WAS HER LAST TRIP EAST--THIS THE LAST GENERAL CONFERENCE
SESSION SHE ATTENDED. SHE WAS NOW EIGHTY-ONE YEARS OF AGE AND HAD GIVEN
A LONG LIFE OF SERVICE TO THE CAUSE OF GOD. SHE HAD SEEN THE WORK GROW
FROM THE STRUGGLING BEGINNING DAYS WHEN THERE WERE ONLY A HANDFUL
WHO KEPT THE SABBATH AND WHO LOOKED FOR THE SOON COMING OF THE LORD.
NOW THEY NUMBERED 85,000, AND THERE WERE 1,200 ORDAINED AND LICENSED
MINISTERS. AS ELLEN WHITE STOOD BEFORE THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, SHE WAS
LED TO SPEAK ON CERTAIN SUBJECTS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE WHICH MUST BE
REVIEWED. AMONG THESE WAS HEALTH REFORM. FOR FORTY-FIVE YEARS SHE HAD
LED OUT
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IN TEACHING THE GREAT PRINCIPLES OF HEALTHFUL LIVING WHICH HAD BEEN
PRESENTED TO HER IN VISION. SHE HAD SEEN THE FRUITAGE OF THIS TEACHING.
HOWEVER, THERE WERE SOME WHO STILL HELD BACK, THERE WERE SOME WHO
WERE INCLINED TO EXTREMES, AND SO SHE REVIEWED OUR POSITION AND
TEACHINGS POINT BY POINT. THIS STATEMENT MADE BEFORE THE GENERAL
CONFERENCE FORMS AN IMPORTANT CHAPTER OF VOLUME 9.

ANOTHER TOPIC UPON WHICH SHE CHOSE TO SPEAK WAS THAT OF THE MEDICAL
COLLEGE OF LOMA LINDA. SHE SET FORTH THE OBJECTIVES OF THAT INSTITUTION
AND APPEALED FOR THE CO-OPERATION OF ALL WORKERS AND LAITY IN MAKING
THIS WORK A SUCCESS. THIS IMPORTANT STATEMENT IS ALSO A PART OF VOLUME 9.

MRS. WHITE HAD SEEN THE WORK OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE CHURCH
DEVELOP FROM A COMMITTEE OF THREE WHICH WAS APPOINTED IN 1863 TO TAKE
CHARGE OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, TO ITS PRESENT STATUS OF ORGANIZATION
WITH GENERAL CONFERENCE DEPARTMENTS AND WITH DIVISION AND UNION
CONFERENCE ORGANIZATIONS DIVIDING THE RESPONSIBILITIES AMONG HUNDREDS
WHO CARRIED THE BURDEN OF THE WORK IN VARIOUS PARTS OF THE WORLD FIELD.
IN HER CLOSING WORDS SHE PLEADED FOR UNITY AND CONSECRATION. IN HER
WRITTEN STATEMENTS SHE DEALT WITH THE AUTHORITY OF THE GENERAL
CONFERENCE AND THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE GENERAL
CONFERENCE IN FULL SESSION. SHE WROTE OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF
RESPONSIBILITY AND THE NEED OF HUMILITY AND OF FAITH. THESE COUNSELS
FORM AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE CLOSING SECTION OF VOLUME 9.



AT THE TURN OF THE CENTURY MRS. WHITE HAD BEGUN TO APPEAL FOR A RENEWED
INTEREST IN THE EVANGELIZING OF THE MILLIONS IN THE GREAT METROPOLITAN
CENTERS OF THE WORLD. THESE NEEDS HAD BEEN EMPHASIZED AGAIN AND AGAIN
IN THE COUNSELS WHICH HAD BEEN SENT TO THE LEADING WORKERS. IN RESPONSE
TO THESE MESSAGES, INTERESTS IN CITY WORK WAS REVIVED. LARGE CENTERS
WERE ENTERED. MANY EVANGELISTIC EFFORTS WERE HELD, OLD CHURCHES WERE

STRENGTHENED, AND NEW CHURCHES WERE ESTABLISHED. TO
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PRESERVE THE APPEALS FOR THIS WORK AND THE COUNSELS AS TO ITS CONDUCT IN
PERMANENT FORM, AN ENTIRE SECTION OF VOLUME 9 IS DEVOTED TO THIS
IMPORTANT SUBJECT.

WE WERE IN DAYS, TOO, WHEN THE VARIOUS ENTERPRISES WHICH WERE ENTERED
INTO CALLED FOR THE TALENTS AND ENERGIES OF OUR LAY MEMBERS. IT BEGAN TO
BE CLEAR THAT THIS WORK COULD NEVER BE FINISHED UNLESS THE LAITY
VIGOROUSLY UNITED WITH THE MINISTRY IN CARRYING THE MESSAGE TO THE
WORLD. THE WORK OF LAYMEN TOOK ON NEW IMPORTANCE. IN THE LAST TWO
VOLUMES OF THE TESTIMONIES INCREASING EMPHASIS HAD BEEN PLACED UPON THE
WORK OF THE LAYMEN, AND THIS IS BROUGHT TO A CLIMAX IN VOLUME 9.
FOLLOWING A PICTURE OF THE LAST CRISIS AND EVENTS TO TAKE PLACE IN THE
CLOSING SCENES OF EARTH'S HISTORY, SEVERAL CHAPTERS ARE DEVOTED TO THE
CALL FOR EVERY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST TO TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN
EVANGELISM, IN HOME MISSIONARY WORK, AND IN THE CIRCULATION OF
LITERATURE.

THERE WERE TWO OTHER LINES OF DETAILED COUNSEL WHICH ARE REPRESENTED
IN THIS VOLUME FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THE TESTIMONIES, THOUGH CONSIDERABLE
INSTRUCTION HAD BEEN GIVEN THROUGH THE YEARS RELATING TO THEM. THE
FIRST HAS TO DO WITH THE WORK AMONG THE COLORED PEOPLE. THE SECOND HAS
TO DO WITH THE RELIGIOUS LIBERTY WORK. IT WAS LARGELY IN RESPONSE TO THE
APPEALS MADE BY ELLEN WHITE IN THE ARTICLES IN THE REVIEW IN THE MIDDLE
NINETIES THAT WORKERS AND LAYMEN PUSHED INTO THE GREAT SOUTHLAND AND
BEGAN THEIR MINISTRY, SOME IN EDUCATIONAL LINES, SOME IN MEDICAL LINES,
SOME IN PREACHING THE MESSAGE, AND OTHERS IN QUIETLY LIVING THE MESSAGE
AS HOMES WERE ESTABLISHED IN REGIONS WHICH HAD NOT YET RECEIVED THE
LIGHT. STILL OTHERS HAD JOINED IN THIS WORK IN RESPONSE TO THE APPEALS IN
VOLUME 7. THE WORKERS FACED MANY PROBLEMS. PLANS MUST BE LAID FOR
ADVANCEMENT. NEW ISSUES MUST BE MET, ESPECIALLY THOSE RELATING TO THE
WORK WHERE THERE WAS RACE ANTAGONISM. THROUGH THE CRITICAL YEARS
COUNSEL HAD BEEN GIVEN WHICH SERVED AS SAFE GUIDANCE FOR THE WORK, AND
TO MAKE THIS COUNSEL
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A PERMANENT RECORD TO SERVE THE CHURCH, IT WAS INCLUDED IN VOLUME 9.



THE RELIGIOUS LIBERTY WORK WAS A LINE OF ENDEAVOR IN WHICH WE HAD BEEN
ENGAGED FOR MANY YEARS. SOME WERE INCLINED TO TAKE EXTREME POSITIONS
URGING THAT TRUE SABBATHKEEPING MEANT THAT ONE MUST MAKE IT PROMINENT
TO THOSE ABOUT HIM THAT WE LABORED ON SUNDAY. IN SOME REGIONS THIS LED
TO PERSECUTION. THE LORD IN HIS GOODNESS SENT MESSAGES TO THIS PEOPLE TO
GIVE US A BALANCED CONCEPTION OF QUESTIONS OF THIS KIND. THESE, TOO,
APPEAR IN THIS VOLUME IN THE SECTION ENTITLED, "THE RELIGIOUS LIBERTY
WORK," OPENING WITH THE CHAPTER, "A TIME OF TRIAL BEFORE US," AND CLOSING
WITH THE CHAPTER, "WORDS OF CAUTION." SO VOLUME 9, DRAWING TOGETHER
COUNSELS NEW AND OLD, REITERATING CERTAIN LINES OF INSTRUCTION, GIVING
DETAILS OF COUNSEL IN OTHER LINES, ENCOURAGING TO SERVICE, POINTING OUT
THE DANGERS OF EXTREMES, LEADING TO CONFIDENCE IN ORGANIZATION AND
POINTING TO THE REWARD OF EARNEST EFFORT, BECAME THE CAP-SHEAF OF THE
TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH .

THE WORK OF ELLEN WHITE DID NOT CLOSE WITH THE ISSUANCE OF TESTIMONIES
FOR THE CHURCH, VOLUME 9. ADDRESSING HERSELF MORE CLOSELY TO HER WORK
OF BOOK PREPARATION DURING THE SUCCEEDING FIVE YEARS, SHE BROUGHT OUT
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES IN 1911 AND COUNSELS TO PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND STUDENTS
IN 1913. SHE ALSO DID HER FINAL WORK ON MANUSCRIPTS FOR THE NEW EDITION OF
GOSPEL WORKERS AND LIFE SKETCHES, PUBLISHED IN 1915, AND PROPHETS AND KINGS,
WHICH CAME FROM THE PRESS IN 1916.

ESPECIALLY DID SHE TAKE DELIGHT IN THE SPECIAL EFFORTS WHICH WERE MADE
TO WARN THE CITIES, AND FROM TIME TO TIME THERE CAME FROM HER PEN
MESSAGES OF COUNSEL AND INSTRUCTION REGARDING THIS IMPORTANT PHASE OF
OUR WORK. THE STEADY PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE AROUND THE WORLD WAS
MARKED BY THIS NOW AGING MESSENGER OF THE LORD RESIDING AMONG THE
QUIET HILLS OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA. ALTHOUGH SHE KNEW HER LABORS WERE
8

NEARLY FINISHED, SHE HAD NO FEARS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE WORK OF GOD, FOR
AS SHE STATED: "WHETHER OR NOT MY LIFE IS SPARED, MY WRITINGS WILL
CONSTANTLY SPEAK, AND THEIR WORK WILL GO FORWARD AS LONG AS TIME SHALL
LAST."-- WRITING AND SENDING OUT OF THE "TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH," PAGES
13, 14.

AS PLANS WERE LAID FOR THE GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION OF 1913, MRS. WHITE
WOULD HAVE BEEN PLEASED TO HAVE ATTENDED, BUT IN HER ADVANCING AGE
THIS SEEMED INADVISABLE. NOT BEING ABLE TO PRESENT AN ORAL MESSAGE, SHE
WROTE TWO COMMUNICATIONS TO BE READ TO THE DELEGATES AND CHURCH
MEMBERS ASSEMBLED. IN THE SECOND MESSAGE, WHICH WAS READ BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE TO THE CONFERENCE IN SESSION ON THE
MORNING OF MAY 27, SHE REVIEWED THE EXPERIENCE OF PAST YEARS, AND
REJOICED IN THE MARKED EVIDENCES THAT GOD HAD LED HIS PEOPLE. THEN,
LOOKING AHEAD, SHE CALLED FOR RENEWED EFFORTS IN SOUL-SAVING WORK AND
APPEALED AGAIN FOR THE UNWARNED CITIES. LOOKING INTO THE FUTURE SHE SAW
THE TRIUMPH OF THE CHURCH AND EXPRESSED WORDS OF COURAGE:



"ITHAVE WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR YOU, MY BRETHREN. WE ARE TO MOVE
FORWARD IN FAITH AND HOPE, EXPECTING LARGE THINGS FROM GOD. THE ENEMY
WILL SEEK IN EVERY WAY TO HINDER THE EFFORTS THAT ARE BEING MADE TO
ADVANCE THE TRUTH, BUT IN THE STRENGTH OF THE LORD YOU MAY GAIN
SUCCESS. LET NO DISCOURAGING WORDS BE SPOKEN, BUT ONLY SUCH WORDS AS
WILL TEND TO STRENGTHEN AND SUSTAIN YOUR FELLOW WORKERS. . ..

MY INTEREST IN THE GENERAL WORK IS STILL AS DEEP AS EVER AND I GREATLY
DESIRE THAT THE CAUSE OF PRESENT TRUTH SHALL STEADILY ADVANCE IN ALL
PARTS OF THE WORLD. . ..

"IPRAY EARNESTLY THAT THE WORK WE DO AT THIS TIME SHALL IMPRESS ITSELF
DEEPLY ON HEART AND MIND AND SOUL. PERPLEXITIES WILL INCREASE; BUT LET US,
AS BELIEVERS IN GOD, ENCOURAGE ONE ANOTHER. LET US NOT LOWER THE
STANDARD, BUT KEEP IT LIFTED HIGH, LOOKING TO HIM WHO IS THE AUTHOR AND
FINISHER OF OUR FAITH. WHEN IN THE NIGHT SEASON I AM UNABLE TO SLEEP, I LIFT
9

MY HEART IN PRAYER TO GOD, AND HE STRENGTHENS ME, AND GIVES ME THE
ASSURANCE THAT HE IS WITH HIS MINISTERING SERVANTS IN THE HOME FIELD AND
IN DISTANT LANDS. I AM ENCOURAGED AND BLESSED AS I REALIZE THAT THE GOD
OF ISRAEL IS STILL GUIDING HIS PEOPLE, AND THAT HE WILL CONTINUE TO BE WITH
THEM, EVEN TO THE AND. . ..

"THE LORD DESIRES TO SEE THE WORK OF PROCLAIMING THE THIRD ANGEL'S
MESSAGE CARRIED FORWARD WITH INCREASING EFFICIENCY. AS HE HAS WORKED IN
ALL AGES TO GIVE VICTORIES TO HIS PEOPLE, SO IN THIS AGE HE LONGS TO CARRY
TO A TRIUMPHANT FULFILLMENT HIS PURPOSES FOR HIS CHURCH. HE BIDS HIS
BELIEVING SAINTS TO ADVANCE UNITEDLY, GOING FROM STRENGTH TO GREATER
STRENGTH, FROM FAITH TO INCREASED ASSURANCE AND CONFIDENCE IN THE
TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS OF HIS CAUSE.

"WE ARE TO STAND FIRM AS A ROCK TO THE PRINCIPLES OF THE WORD OF GOD,
REMEMBERING THAT GOD IS WITH US TO GIVE US STRENGTH TO MEET EACH NEW
EXPERIENCE. LET US EVER MAINTAIN IN OUR LIVES THE PRINCIPLES OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS, THAT WE MAY GO FORWARD FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH IN
THE NAME OF THE LORD. WE ARE TO HOLD AS VERY SACRED THE FAITH THAT HAS
BEEN SUBSTANTIATED BY THE INSTRUCTION AND APPROVAL OF THE SPIRIT OF GOD
FROM OUR EARLIEST EXPERIENCE UNTIL THE PRESENT TIME. WE ARE TO CHERISH AS
VERY PRECIOUS THE WORK THAT THE LORD HAS BEEN CARRYING FOR WARD
THROUGH HIS COMMANDMENT-KEEPING PEOPLE, AND WHICH, THROUGH THE POWER
OF HIS GRACE, WILL GROW STRONGER AND MORE EFFICIENT AS TIME ADVANCES.
THE ENEMY IS SEEKING TO BECLOUD THE DISCERNMENT OF GOD'S PEOPLE, AND TO
WEAKEN THEIR EFFICIENCY, BUT IF THEY WILL LABOR AS THE SPIRIT OF GOD SHALL
DIRECT, HE WILL OPEN DOORS OF OPPORTUNITY BEFORE THEM FOR THE WORK OF
BUILDING UP THE OLD WASTE PLACES. THEIR EXPERIENCE WILL BE ONE OF
CONSTANT GROWTH, UNTIL THE LORD SHALL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH POWER
AND GREAT GLORY TO SET HIS SEAL OF FINAL TRIUMPH UPON HIS FAITHFUL ONES.



"THE WORK THAT LIES BEFORE US IS ONE THAT WILL PUT TO THE
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STRETCH EVERY POWER OF THE HUMAN BEING. IT WILL CALL FOR THE EXERCISE OF
STRONG FAITH AND CONSTANT VIGILANCE. AT TIMES THE DIFFICULTIES THAT WE
SHALL MEET WILL BE MOST DISHEARTENING. THE VERY GREATNESS OF THE TASK
WILL APPALL US. AND YET, WITH GOD'S HELP, HIS SERVANTS WILL FINALLY
TRIUMPH."-REPORTED IN THE GENERAL CONFERENCE BULLETIN, MAY 28, 1913, PAGES
164, 165.

IN THE TIMES OF THE NINE VOLUMES OF TESTIMONIES FOR THE CHURCH WRITTEN
OVER A PERIOD OF FIFTY-FIVE YEARS THE CHURCH CONTINUALLY GREW AND
DEVELOPED AND PROSPERED. THE COUNSEL GIVEN AFFORDED SAFE GUIDANCE, THE
REPROOF AND CORRECTION LED MANY STRAYING FEET BACK TO THE PATHS OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS, THE WORDS OF CHEER AND ENCOURAGEMENT REVIVED MANY A
FAINT HEART, AND THE PICTURE OF THE REWARD OF THE FAITHFUL SPURRED
THOUSANDS TO THE DETERMINATION TO REACH THE GOAL SET BEFORE US.

LOOKING AHEAD, WE MUST EVER REMEMBER THE WORDS RECORDED IN LIFE
SKETCHES, PAGE 196:

"WE HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR FOR THE FUTURE, EXCEPT AS WE SHALL FORGET THE
WAY THE LORD HAS LED US, AND HIS TEACHING IN OUR PAST HISTORY."

THE TRUSTEES OF THE ELLEN G. WHITE PUBLICATIONS.
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2. For the Coming of the King

"Yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry." Hebrews 10:37.
The Last Crisis

We are living in the time of the end. The fast-fulfilling signs of the times declare that the coming of
Christ is near at hand. The days in which we live are solemn and important. The Spirit of God is
gradually but surely being withdrawn from the earth. Plagues and judgments are already falling upon
the despisers of the grace of God. The calamities by land and sea, the unsettled state of society, the
alarms of war, are portentous. They forecast approaching events of the greatest magnitude.

The agencies of evil are combining their forces and consolidating. They are strengthening for the last
great crisis. Great changes are soon to take place in our world, and the final movements will be rapid
ones.

The condition of things in the world shows that troublous times are right upon us. The daily papers are
full of indications of a terrible conflict in the near future. Bold robberies are of frequent occurrence.
Strikes are common. Thefts and murders are committed on every hand. Men possessed of demons are
taking the lives of men, women, and little children. Men have become infatuated with vice, and every
species of evil prevails.

The enemy has succeeded in perverting justice and in filling men's hearts with the desire for selfish
gain.
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"Justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter." Isaiah 59:14. In the
great cities there are multitudes living in poverty and wretchedness, well-nigh destitute of food, shelter,
and clothing; while in the same cities are those who have more than heart could wish, who live
luxuriously, spending their money on richly furnished houses, on personal adornment, or worse still,
upon the gratification of sensual appetites, upon liquor, tobacco, and other things that destroy the
powers of the brain, unbalance the mind, and debase the soul. The cries of starving humanity are
coming up before God, while by every species of oppression and extortion men are piling up colossal
fortunes.

On one occasion, when in New York City, I was in the night season called upon to behold buildings
rising story after story toward heaven. These buildings were warranted to be fireproof, and they were
erected to glorify the owners and builders. Higher and still higher these buildings rose, and in them the
most costly material was used. Those to whom these buildings belonged were not asking themselves:
"How can we best glorify God?" The Lord was not in their thoughts.

I thought: "Oh, that those who are thus investing their means could see their course as God sees it!
They are piling up magnificent buildings, but how foolish in the sight of the Ruler of the universe is
their planning and devising. They are not studying with all the powers of heart and mind how they may
glorify God. They have lost sight of this, the first duty of man."



As these lofty buildings went up, the owners rejoiced with ambitious pride that they had money to use
in gratifying self and provoking the envy of their neighbors. Much of the money that they thus invested
had
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been obtained through exaction, through grinding down the poor. They forgot that in heaven an
account of every business transaction is kept; every unjust deal, every fraudulent act, is there recorded.
The time is coming when in their fraud and insolence men will reach a point that the Lord will not
permit them to pass, and they will learn that there is a limit to the forbearance of Jehovah.

The scene that next passed before me was an alarm of fire. Men looked at the lofty and supposedly
fire-proof buildings and said: "They are perfectly safe." But these buildings were consumed as if made
of pitch. The fire engines could do nothing to stay the destruction. The firemen were unable to operate
the engines.

I am instructed that when the Lord's time comes, should no change have taken place in the hearts of
proud, ambitious human beings, men will find that the hand that had been strong to save will be strong
to destroy. No earthly power can stay the hand of God. No material can be used in the erection of
buildings that will preserve them from destruction when God's appointed time comes to send
retribution on men for their disregard of His law and for their selfish ambition.

There are not many, even among educators and statesmen, who comprehend the causes that underlie
the present state of society. Those who hold the reins of government are not able to solve the problem
of moral corruption, poverty, pauperism, and increasing crime. They are struggling in vain to place
business operations on a more secure basis. If men would give more heed to the teaching of God's
word, they would find a solution of the problems that perplex them.

The Scriptures describe the condition of the world just before Christ's second coming. Of the men who
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by robbery and extortion are amassing great riches, it is written: "Ye have heaped treasure together for
the last days. Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept
back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of
Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in
a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you." James 5:3-6.

But who reads the warnings given by the fast-fulfilling signs of the times? What impression is made
upon worldlings? What change is seen in their attitude? No more than was seen in the attitude of the
inhabitants of the Noachian world. Absorbed in worldly business and pleasure, the antediluvians
"knew not until the Flood came, and took them all away." Matthew 24:39. They had heaven-sent
warnings, but they refused to listen. And today the world, utterly regardless of the warning voice of
God, is hurrying on to eternal ruin.

The world is stirred with the spirit of war. The prophecy of the eleventh chapter of Daniel has nearly
reached its complete fulfillment. Soon the scenes of trouble spoken of in the prophecies will take place.



"Behold, the Lord maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it upside down, and
scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. . . . Because they have transgressed the laws, changed the
ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that
dwell therein are desolate. . . . The mirth of tabrets ceaseth, the noise of them that rejoice endeth, the
joy of the harp ceaseth." Isaiah 24:1-8.
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"Alas for the day! for the day of the Lord is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it
come. . . . The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken down,

for the corn is withered. How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have
no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate." "The vine is dried up, and the fig tree
languisheth; the pomegranate tree, the palm tree also, and the apple tree, even all the trees of the field,
are withered: because joy is withered away from the sons of men." Joel 1:15-18, 12.

"I am pained at my very heart; . . . I cannot hold my peace, because thou has heard, O my soul, the
sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war. Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the whole land is
spoiled." Jeremiah 4:19, 20.

"I beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and void; and the heavens, and they had no light. I
beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all the hills moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, there
was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled. I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful place was a
wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken down." Verses 23-26.

"Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but he shall be
saved out of it." Jeremiah 30:7.

Not all in this world have taken sides with the enemy against God. Not all have become disloyal. There
are a faithful few who are true to God; for John writes: "Here are they that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus." Revelation 14:12. Soon the battle will be waged fiercely between those

who serve God and those who serve Him not. Soon everything that can be shaken will be shaken,
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that those things that cannot be shaken may remain.

Satan is a diligent Bible student. He knows that his time is short, and he seeks at every point to
counterwork the work of the Lord upon this earth. It is impossible to give any idea of the experience of
the people of God who shall be alive upon the earth when celestial glory and a repetition of the
persecutions of the past are blended. They will walk in the light proceeding from the throne of God. By
means of the angels there will be constant communication between heaven and earth. And Satan,
surrounded by evil angels, and claiming to be God, will work miracles of all kinds, to deceive, if
possible, the very elect. God's people will not find their safety in working miracles, for Satan will
counterfeit the miracles that will be wrought. God's tried and tested people will find their power in the
sign spoken of in Exodus 31:12-18. They are to take their stand on the living word: "It is written." This
is the only foundation upon which they can stand securely. Those who have broken their covenant with
God will in that day be without God and without hope.



The worshipers of God will be especially distinguished by their regard for the fourth commandment,
since this is the sign of God's creative power and the witness to His claim upon man's reverence and
homage. The wicked will be distinguished by their efforts to tear down the Creator's memorial and to
exalt the institution of Rome. In the issue of the conflict all Christendom will be divided into two great
classes, those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, and those who worship the
beast and his image, and receive his mark. Although church and state will unite their power to compel
all, "both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond," to receive
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the mark of the beast, yet the people of God will not receive it. Revelation 13:16. The prophet of
Patmos beholds "them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his
mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God," and
singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. Revelation 15:2.

Fearful tests and trials await the people of God. The spirit of war is stirring the nations from one end of
the earth to the other. But in the midst of the time of trouble that is coming,--a time of trouble such as
has not been since there was a nation,--God's chosen people will stand unmoved. Satan and his host
cannot destroy them, for angels that excel in strength will protect them.

God's word to His people is: "Come out from among them, and be ye separate, . . . and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be My sons and
daughters." "Ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye
should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvelous light." 2
Corinthians 6: 17, 18; 1 Peter 2:9. God's people are to be distinguished as a people who serve Him
fully, wholeheartedly, taking no honor to themselves, and remembering that by a most solemn
covenant they have bound themselves to serve the Lord and Him only.

"The Lord spake unto Moses, saying, Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily My
Sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a sign between Me and you throughout your generations; that ye may
know
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that I am the Lord that doth sanctify you. Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore; for it is holy unto you:
everyone that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul
shall be cut off from among his people. Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the Sabbath
of rest, holy to the Lord: whosoever doeth any work in the Sabbath day, he shall surely be put to death.
Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their
generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between Me and the children of Israel forever: for in
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day He rested, and was refreshed."
Exodus 31:12-17.

Do not these words point us out as God's denominated people? and do they not declare to us that so
long as time shall last, we are to cherish the sacred, denominational distinction placed upon us? The
children of Israel were to observe the Sabbath throughout their generations "for a perpetual covenant."
The Sabbath has lost none of its meaning. It is still the sign between God and His people, and it will be
so forever.



19
Called to Be Witnesses

In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in the world as watchmen and light bearers.
To them has been entrusted the last warning for a perishing world. On them is shining wonderful light
from the word of God. They have been given a work of the most solemn import--the proclamation of
the first, second, and third angels' messages. There is no other work of so great importance. They are to
allow nothing else to absorb their attention.

The most solemn truths ever entrusted to mortals have been given us to proclaim to the world. The
proclamation of these truths is to be our work. The world is to be warned, and God's people are to be
true to the trust committed to them. They are not to engage in speculation, neither are they to enter into
business enterprises with unbelievers; for this would hinder them in their God-given work.

Christ says of His people: "Ye are the light of the world." Matthew 5:14. It is not a small matter that
the counsels and plans of God have been so clearly opened to us. It is a wonderful privilege to be able
to understand the will of God as revealed in the sure word of prophecy. This places on us a heavy
responsibility. God expects us to impart to others the knowledge that He has given us. It is His purpose
that divine and human instrumentalities shall unite in the proclamation of the warning message.

So far as his opportunities extend, everyone who has received the light of truth is under the same
responsibility as was the prophet of Israel to whom came the word: "Son of man, I have set thee a
watchman unto the house of Israel; therefore thou shalt hear
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the word at My mouth, and warn them from Me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou
shalt surely die; if thou dost not speak to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man shall die in
his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked of his way
to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy
soul." Ezekiel 33:7-9.

Are we to wait until the fulfillment of the prophecies of the end before we say anything concerning
them? Of what value will our words be then? Shall we wait until God's judgments fall upon the
transgressor before we tell him how to avoid them? Where is our faith in the word of God? Must we
see things foretold come to pass before we will believe what He has said? In clear, distinct rays light
has come to us, showing us that the great day of the Lord is near at hand, "even at the doors." Let us
read and understand before it is too late.

We are to be consecrated channels, through which the heavenly life is to flow to others. The Holy
Spirit is to animate and pervade the whole church, purifying and cementing hearts. Those who have
been buried with Christ in baptism are to rise to newness of life, giving a living representation of the
life of Christ. Upon us is laid a sacred charge. The commission has been given us: "Go ye therefore,
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you always even unto the end of the world." Matthew 28:19, 20, margin. You are dedicated to the work

of making known the gospel
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of salvation. Heaven's perfection is to be your power.



A Holy Life

It is not only by preaching the truth, not only by distributing literature, that we are to witness for God.
Let us remember that a Christlike life is the most powerful argument that can be advanced in favor of
Christianity, and that a cheap Christian character works more harm in the world than the character of a
worldling. Not all the books written can serve the purpose of a holy life. Men will believe, not what the
minister preaches, but what the church lives. Too often the influence of the sermon preached from the
pulpit is counteracted by the sermon preached in the lives of those who claim to be advocates of truth.

It is the purpose of God to glorify Himself in His people before the world. He expects those who bear
the name of Christ to represent Him in thought, word, and deed. Their thoughts are to be pure and their
words noble and uplifting, drawing those around them nearer the Saviour. The religion of Christ is to
be interwoven with all that they do and say. Their every business transaction is to be fragrant with the
presence of God.

Sin is a hateful thing. It marred the moral beauty of a large number of the angels. It entered our world
and well-nigh obliterated the moral image of God in man. But in His great love, God provided a way
whereby man might regain the position from which he fell in yielding to the tempter. Christ came to
stand at the head of humanity, to work out in our behalf a perfect character. Those who receive Him
are born again.

Christ saw humanity, through the working of the mighty growth of sin, possessed by the prince of the
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power of the air and putting forth gigantic strength in exploits of evil. He saw also that a mightier
power was to meet and conquer Satan. "Now is the judgment of this world," He said, "now shall the
prince of this world be cast out." John 12:31. He saw that if human beings believed on Him, they
would be given power against the host of fallen angels, whose name is legion. Christ strengthened His
soul with the thought that, by the wonderful sacrifice which He was about to make, the prince of this
world was to be cast out and men and women placed where, through the grace of God, they could
regain what they had lost.

The life that Christ lived in this world, men and women can live through His power and under His
instruction. In their conflict with Satan they may have all the help that He had. They may be more than
conquerors through Him who loved them and gave Himself for them.

The lives of professing Christians who do not live the Christ life are a mockery to religion. Everyone
whose name is registered on the church roll is under obligation to represent Christ by revealing the
inward adorning of a meek and quiet spirit. They are to be His witnesses, making known the
advantages of walking and working as Christ has given them example. The truth for this time is to
appear in its power in the lives of those who believe it, and is to be imparted to the world. Believers are
to represent in their lives its power to sanctify and ennoble.



Christ's Representatives

The inhabitants of the heavenly universe expect the followers of Christ to shine as lights in the world.
They are to show forth the power of the grace that Christ died to give men. God expects those who
profess
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to be Christians to reveal in their lives the highest development of Christianity. They are recognized
representatives of Christ, and they are to show that Christianity is a reality. They are to be men of faith,
men of courage, whole-souled men, who, without questioning, trust in God and His promises.

All who would enter the city of God must during their earthly life set forth Christ in their dealings. It is
this that constitutes them the messengers of Christ, His witnesses. They are to bear a plain, decided
testimony against all evil practices, pointing sinners to the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of
the world. He gives to all who receive Him, power to become the sons of God. Regeneration is the
only path by which we can enter the city of God. It is narrow, and the gate by which we enter is strait;
but along it we are to lead men and women and children, teaching them that, in order to be saved, they
must have a new heart and a new spirit. The old, hereditary traits of character must be overcome. The
natural desires of the soul must be changed. All deception, all falsifying, all evilspeaking, must be put
away. The new life, which makes men and women Christlike, is to be lived.

Steadfast Adherence to the Truth

There must be no pretense in the lives of those who have so sacred and solemn a message as we have
been called to bear. The world is watching Seventh-day Adventists because it knows something of
their profession of faith and of their high standard, and when it sees those who do not live up to their
profession, it points at them with scorn.

Those who love Jesus will bring all in their lives into harmony with His will. They have chosen to be
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on the Lord's side, and their lives are to stand out in vivid contrast with the lives of worldlings. The
tempter will come to them with his blandishments and bribes, saying: "All this will I give thee if thou
wilt worship me." But they know that he has nothing worth receiving, and they refuse to yield to his
temptations. Through the grace of God they are enabled to keep their purity of principle unsullied.
Holy angels are close beside them, and Christ is revealed in their steadfast adherence to the truth. They
are Christ's minutemen, bearing, as true witnesses, a decided testimony in favor of the truth. They
show that there is a spiritual power that can enable men and women not to swerve an inch from truth
and justice for all the gifts that men can bestow. Such ones, wherever they may be, will be honored of
heaven because they have conformed their lives to the will of God, caring not what sacrifices they are
called upon to make.



A World-Wide Message

The light that God has given His people is not to be shut up within the churches that already know the
truth. It is to be shed abroad into the dark places of the earth. Those who walk in the light as Christ is
in the light will co-operate with the Saviour by revealing to others what He has revealed to them. It is
God's purpose that the truth for this time shall be made known to every kindred and nation and tongue
and people. In the world today men and women are absorbed in the search for worldly gain and
worldly pleasure. There are thousands upon thousands who give no time or thought to the salvation of
the soul. The time has come when the message of Christ's soon coming is to sound throughout the
world.
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Unmistakable evidences point to the nearness of the end. The warning is to be given in certain tones.
The way must be prepared for the coming of the Prince of Peace in the clouds of heaven. There is
much to be done in the cities that have not yet heard the truth for this time. We are not to establish
institutions to rival in size and splendor the institutions of the world; but in the name of the Lord, with
the untiring perseverance and unflagging zeal that Christ brought into His labors, we are to carry
forward the work of the Lord.

As a people we greatly need to humble our hearts before God, pleading His forgiveness for our neglect
to fulfill the gospel commission. We have made large centers in a few places, leaving unworked many
important cities. Let us now take up the work appointed us and proclaim the message that is to arouse
men and women to a sense of their danger. If every Seventh-day Adventist had done the work laid
upon him, the number of believers would now be much larger than it is. In all the cities of America
there would be those who had been led to heed the message to obey the Law of God.

In some places the message regarding the observance of the Sabbath has been set forth with clearness
and power, while other places have been left without warning. Will not those who know the truth
awake to the responsibilities resting upon them? My brethren, you cannot afford to bury yourselves in
worldly enterprises or interests. You cannot afford to neglect the commission given you by the
Saviour.

Everything in the universe calls upon those who know the truth to consecrate themselves unreservedly
to the proclamation of the truth as it has been made known to them in the third angel's message. That

which we see and hear calls us to our duty. The working of satanic
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agencies calls every Christian to stand in his lot.

The Kind of Workers Needed

The work given us is a great and important one, and in it are needed wise, unselfish men, men who
understand what it means to give themselves to unselfish effort to save souls. But there is no need for
the service of men who are lukewarm, for such men Christ cannot use. Men and women are needed
whose hearts are touched with human suffering and whose lives give evidence that they are receiving
and imparting light and life and grace.



The people of God are to come close to Christ in self-denial and sacrifice, their one aim being to give
the message of mercy to all the world. Some will work in one way and some in another, as the Lord
shall call and lead them. But they are all to strive together, seeking to make the work a perfect whole.
With pen and voice they are to labor for Him. The printed word of truth is to be translated into
different languages and carried to the ends of the earth.

My heart is often burdened because so many who might work are doing nothing. They are the sport of
Satan's temptations. Every church member who has a knowledge of the truth is expected to work while
the day lasts; for the night cometh, wherein no man can work. Erelong we shall understand what that
night means. The Spirit of God is being grieved away from the earth. The nations are angry with one
another. Widespread preparations are being made for war. The night is at hand. Let the church arouse
and go forth to do her appointed work. Every believer, educated or uneducated, can bear the message.

Eternity stretches before us. The curtain is about to
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be lifted. What are we thinking of, that we cling to our selfish love of ease, while all around us souls
are perishing? Have our hearts become utterly callous? Can we not see and understand that we have a
work to do in behalf of others? My brethren and sisters, are you among those who, having eyes, see
not, and having ears, hear not? Is it in vain that God has given you a knowledge of His will? Is it in
vain that He has sent you warning after warning of the nearness of the end? Do you believe the
declarations of His word concerning what is coming upon the world? Do you believe that God's
judgments are hanging over the inhabitants of the earth? How, then, can you sit at ease, careless and
indifferent?

Every day that passes brings us nearer the end. Does it bring us also near to God? Are we watching
unto prayer? Those with whom we associate day by day need our help, our guidance. They may be in
such a condition of mind that a word in season will be sent home by the Holy Spirit as a nail in a sure
place. Tomorrow some of these souls may be where we can never reach them again. What is our
influence over these fellow travelers? What effort do we make to win them to Christ?

Time is short, and our forces must be organized to do a larger work. Laborers are needed who
comprehend the greatness of the work and who will engage in it, not for the wages they receive, but
from a realization of the nearness of the end. The time demands greater efficiency and deeper
consecration. Oh, I am so full of this subject that I cry to God: "Raise up and send forth messengers
filled with a sense of their responsibility, messengers in whose hearts self-idolatry, which lies at the
foundation of all sin, has been crucified."
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An Impressive Scene

In the visions of the night a very impressive scene passed before me. I saw an immense ball of fire fall
among some beautiful mansions, causing their instant destruction. I heard someone say: "We knew that
the judgments of God were coming upon the earth, but we did not know that they would come so
soon." Others, with agonized voices, said: "You knew! Why then did you not tell us? We did not
know." On every side I heard similar words of reproach spoken.



In great distress I awoke. I went to sleep again, and I seemed to be in a large gathering. One of
authority was addressing the company, before whom was spread out a map of the world. He said that
the map pictured God's vineyard, which must be cultivated. As light from heaven shone upon anyone,
that one was to reflect the light to others. Lights were to be kindled in many places, and from these
lights still other lights were to be kindled.

The words were repeated: "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, wherewith
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden underfoot of
men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a
candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven." Matthew 5:13-16.

I saw jets of light shining from cities and villages, and from the high places and the low places of the

earth. God's word was obeyed, and as a result there
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were memorials for Him in every city and village. His truth was proclaimed throughout the world.

Then this map was removed and another put in its place. On it light was shining from a few places
only. The rest of the world was in darkness, with only a glimmer of light here and there. Our Instructor
said: "This darkness is the result of men's following their own course. They have cherished hereditary
and cultivated tendencies to evil. They have made questioning and faultfinding and accusing the chief
business of their lives. Their hearts are not right with God. They have hidden their light under a
bushel."

If every soldier of Christ had done his duty, if every watchman on the walls of Zion had given the
trumpet a certain sound, the world might ere this have heard the message of warning. But the work is
years behind. While men have slept, Satan has stolen a march upon us.

Putting our trust in God, we are to move steadily forward, doing His work with unselfishness, in
humble dependence upon Him, committing ourselves and our present and future to His wise
providence, holding the beginning of our confidence firm unto the end, remembering that it is not
because of our worthiness that we receive the blessings of heaven, but because of the worthiness of
Christ, and our acceptance, through faith in Him, of God's abounding grace.
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Home Missionary Work

God expects personal service from everyone to whom He has entrusted a knowledge of the truth for
this time. Not all can go as missionaries to foreign lands, but all can be home missionaries in their
families and neighborhoods. There are many ways in which church members may give the message to
those around them. One of the most successful is by living helpful, unselfish, Christian lives. Those
who are fighting the battle of life at great odds may be refreshed and strengthened by little attentions
which cost nothing. Kindly words simply spoken, little attentions simply bestowed, will sweep away
the clouds of temptation and doubt that gather over the soul. The true heart expression of Christlike
sympathy, given in simplicity, has power to open the door of hearts that need the simple, delicate touch
of the spirit of Christ.



Christ accepts, oh, so gladly! every human agency that is surrendered to Him. He brings the human
into union with the divine, that He may communicate to the world the mysteries of incarnate love. Talk
it, pray it, sing it, fill the world with the message of His truth, and keep pressing on into the regions
beyond.

Heavenly intelligences are waiting to co-operate with human instrumentalities, that they may reveal to
the world what human beings may become and what, through their influence, they may accomplish for
the saving of souls that are ready to perish. He who is truly converted will be so filled with the love of
God that he will long to impart to others the joy that he himself possesses. The Lord desires His church
to show forth to the world the beauty of holiness. She is to
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demonstrate the power of Christian religion. Heaven is to be reflected in the character of the Christian.
The song of gratitude and praise is to be heard by those in darkness. For the good tidings of the gospel,
for its promises and assurances, we are to express our gratitude by seeking to do others good. The
doing of this work will bring rays of heavenly righteousness to wearied, perplexed, suffering souls. It
is as a fountain opened for the wayworn, thirsty traveler. At every work of mercy, every work of love,
angels of God are present.

Our Example

Christ's work is to be our example. Constantly He went about doing good. In the temple and the
synagogues, in the streets of the cities, in the marketplace and the workshop, by the seaside and among
the hills, He preached the gospel and healed the sick. His life was one of unselfish service, and it is to
be our lessonbook. His tender, pitying love rebukes our selfishness and heartlessness.

Wherever Christ went, He scattered blessings in His path. How many who claim to believe on Him
have learned His lessons of kindness, of tender pity, of unselfish love? Hear His voice speaking to the
weak, the weary, the helpless: "Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give
you rest." Matthew 11:28. There was no wearying of His patience, no repressing of His love.

Christ calls upon us to labor patiently and perseveringly for the thousands perishing in their sins,
scattered in all lands, like wrecks on a desert shore. Those who share in Christ's glory must share also
in His ministry, helping the weak, the wretched, and the despondent.
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Let those who take up this work make the life of Christ their constant study. Let them be intensely in
earnest, using every capability in the Lord's service. Precious results will follow sincere, unselfish
effort. From the Great Teacher the workers will receive the highest of all education. But those who do
not impart the light they have received will one day realize that they have sustained a fearful loss.



Human beings have no right to think that there is a limit to the efforts that they are to make in the work
of soulsaving. Did Christ ever become weary in His work? Did He ever draw back from sacrifice and
hardship? Church members are to put forth the continuous, persevering efforts that He put forth. They
are to be ever ready to spring into action in obedience to the Master's commands. Wherever we see
work waiting to be done we are to take it up and do it, constantly looking unto Jesus. If our church
members would heed this instruction, hundreds of souls would be won to Jesus. If every church
member were a living missionary, the gospel would speedily be proclaimed in all countries, to all
peoples, nations, and tongues.

Let sanctified ability be brought into the work of proclaiming the truth for this time. If the forces of the
enemy gain the victory now, it will be because the churches neglect their God-given work. For years
the work has been kept before us, but many have been asleep. If Seventh-day Adventists will now
arouse and do the work assigned them, the truth will be presented to our neglected cities in clear,
distinct lines and in the power of the Spirit.

When wholehearted work is done, the efficacy of the
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grace of Christ will be seen. The watchmen on the walls of Zion are to be wide awake, and they are to
arouse others. God's people are to be so earnest and faithful in their work for Him that all selfishness
will be separated from their lives. His workers will then see eye to eye, and the arm of the Lord, the
power of which was seen in the life of Christ, will be revealed. Confidence will be restored, and there
will be unity in the churches throughout our ranks.

Different Lines of Service

The Lord is calling upon His people to take up different lines of work. Those in the highways and
byways of life are to hear the gospel message. Church members are to do evangelistic work in the
homes of their neighbors who have not yet received full evidence of the truth for this time.

God calls for Christian families to go into communities that are in darkness and error, and work wisely
and perseveringly for the Master. To answer this call requires self-sacrifice. While many are waiting to
have every obstacle removed, souls are dying without hope and without God in the world. Many, very
many, for the sake of worldly advantage, for the sake of acquiring scientific knowledge, will venture
into pestilential regions and endure hardship and privation. Where are those who are willing to do this
for the sake of telling others of the Saviour? Where are the men and women who will move into
regions that are in need of the gospel, that they may point those in darkness to the Redeemer?

Circulating Our Publications

Many of God's people are to go forth with our publications into places where the third angel's message
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has never been proclaimed. Our books are to be published in many different languages. With these
books, humble, faithful men are to go out as colporteur-evangelists, bearing the truth to those who
would otherwise never be enlightened. Those who take up this line of work are to go prepared to do
medical missionary work. The sick and suffering are to be helped. Many for whom this work of mercy
is done will hear and accept the words of life.



The work of the canvasser-evangelist, whose heart is imbued with the Holy Spirit, is fraught with
wonderful possibilities for good. The presentation of the truth, in love and simplicity, from house to
house, is in harmony with the instruction that Christ gave His disciples when He sent them out on their
first missionary tour. By songs of praise, by humble, heartfelt prayers, many will be reached. The
divine worker will be present to send conviction to hearts. "I am with you alway," is His promise. With
the assurance of the abiding presence of such a helper we may labor with faith and hope and courage.

From city to city, from country to country, they are to carry the publications containing the promise of
the Saviour's soon coming. These publications are to be translated into every language, for to all the
world the gospel is to be preached. To every worker Christ promises the divine efficiency that will
make his labors a success.

Those who have long known the truth need to seek the Lord most earnestly, that their hearts may be
filled with a determination to work for their neighbors. My brethren and sisters, visit those who live
near you, and by sympathy and kindness seek to reach their hearts. Be sure to work in a way that will
remove prejudice instead
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of creating it. And remember that those who know the truth for this time and yet confine their efforts to
their own churches, refusing to work for their unconverted neighbors, will be called to account for
unfulfilled duties.

Lend your neighbors some of our smaller books. If their interest is awakened, take some of the larger
books. Show them Christ's Object Lessons . Tell them its history, and ask them if they do not want a
copy. If they already have it, ask them if they do not want to read other books of a similar nature. If
possible, secure an opportunity to teach them the truth. Beside all waters you are to sow the seeds of
truth, though not knowing which shall prosper, this or that.

House-to-House Work

In many states there are settlements of industrious, well-to-do farmers, who have never had the truth
for this time. Such places should be worked. Let our lay members take up this line of service. By
lending or selling books, by distributing papers, and by holding Bible readings, our lay members could
do much in their own neighborhoods. Filled with love for souls they could proclaim the message with
such power that many would be converted.

Two Bible workers were seated in a family. With the open Bible before them, they presented the Lord
Jesus Christ as the sin-pardoning Saviour. Earnest prayer was offered to God, and hearts were softened
and subdued by the influence of the Spirit of God. Their prayers were uttered with freshness and
power. As the word of God was explained, I saw that a soft, radiant light illumined the Scriptures, and
I said, softly: "Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that My house may
be filled." Luke 14:23.
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The precious light was communicated from neighbor to neighbor. Family altars which had been broken
down were again erected, and many were converted.



My brethren and sisters, give yourselves to the Lord for service. Allow no opportunity to pass
unimproved. Visit the sick and suffering, and show a kindly interest in them. If possible, do something
to make them more comfortable. Through this means you can reach their hearts and speak a word for
Christ.

Eternity alone will reveal how far-reaching such a line of labor can be. Other lines of usefulness will
open before those who are willing to do the duty nearest them. It is not learned, eloquent speakers that
are needed now, but humble, Christlike men and women, who have learned from Jesus of Nazareth to
be meek and lowly, and who, trusting in His strength, will go forth into the highways and hedges to
give the invitation: "Come; for all things are now ready." Verse 17.

Those who are wise in agricultural lines, in tilling the soil, those who can construct simple, plain
buildings, may help. They can do good work and at the same time show in their characters the high
standard to which it is the privilege of this people to attain. Let farmers, financiers, builders, and those
who are skilled in various other crafts, go to neglected fields, to improve the land, to establish
industries, to prepare humble homes for themselves, and to give their neighbors a knowledge of the
truth for this time.

Work for Women

There is a wide field of service for women as well as for men. The efficient cook, the seamstress, the

nurse --the help of all is needed. Let the members of poor
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households be taught how to cook, how to make and mend their own clothing, how to nurse the sick,
how to care properly for the home. Even the children should be taught to do some little errand of love
and mercy for those less fortunate than themselves.

The Home A Mission Field

Let not parents forget the great mission field that lies before them in the home. In the children
committed to her every mother has a sacred charge from God. "Take this son, this daughter," God says,
"and train it for Me. Give it a character polished after the similitude of a palace, that it may shine in the
courts of the Lord forever." The light and glory that shine from the throne of God rest upon the faithful
mother as she tries to educate her children to resist the influence of evil.

A Place for Everyone

There is earnest work for every pair of hands to do. Let every stroke tell for the uplifting of humanity.
There are so many that need to be helped. The heart of him who lives, not to please himself, but to be a
blessing to those who have so few blessings, will thrill with satisfaction. Let every idler awake and
face the realities of life. Take the word of God and search its pages. If you are doers of the word, life
will indeed be to you a living reality, and you will find that the reward is abundant.



The Lord has a place for everyone in His great plan. Talents that are not needed are not bestowed.
Supposing that the talent is small. God has a place for it, and that one talent, if faithfully used, will do
the very work God designs that it should do. The
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talents of the humble cottager are needed in the house-to-house labor and can accomplish more in this
work than brilliant gifts.

A thousand doors of usefulness are open before us. We lament the scanty resources at present
available, while various and urgent demands are pressing us for means and men. Were we thoroughly
in earnest, even now we could multiply the resources a hundredfold. Selfishness and self-indulgence
bar the way.

Church members, let the light shine forth. Let your voices be heard in humble prayer, in witness
against intemperance, the folly, and the amusements of this world, and in the proclamation of the truth
for this time. Your voice, your influence, your time-all these are gifts from God and are to be used in
winning souls to Christ.

Visit your neighbors and show an interest in the salvation of their souls. Arouse every spiritual energy
to action. Tell those whom you visit that the end of all things is at hand. The Lord Jesus Christ will
open the door of their hearts and will make upon their minds lasting impressions.

Strive to arouse men and women from their spiritual insensibility. Tell them how you found Jesus and
how blessed you have been since you gained an experience in His service. Tell them what blessing
comes to you as you sit at the feet of Jesus and learn precious lessons from His word. Tell them of the
gladness and joy that there is in the Christian life. Your warm, fervent words will convince them that
you have found the pearl of great price. Let your cheerful, encouraging words show that you have
certainly found the higher way. This is genuine missionary work, and as it is done, many will awake as
from a dream.
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Even while engaged in their daily employment, God's people can lead others to Christ. And while
doing this they will have the precious assurance that the Saviour is close beside them. They need not
think that they are left to depend on their own feeble efforts. Christ will give them words to speak that
will refresh and encourage and strengthen poor, struggling souls who are in darkness. Their own faith
will be strengthened as they realize that the Redeemer's promise is being fulfilled. Not only are they a
blessing to others, but the work they do for Christ brings blessing to themselves.

There are many who can and should do the work of which I have spoken. My brother, my sister, what
are you doing for Christ? Are you seeking to be a blessing to others? Are your lips uttering words of
kindness, sympathy, and love? Are you putting forth earnest efforts to win others to the Saviour?



The Result of Failing to Work

Comparatively little missionary work is done, and what is the result? The truths that Christ gave are
not taught. Many of God's people are not growing in grace. Many are in an unpleasant, complaining
frame of mind. Those who are not helping others to see the importance of the truth for this time must
feel dissatisfied with themselves. Satan takes advantage of this feature in their experience and leads
them to criticize and find fault. If they were busily engaged in seeking to know and do the will of God
they would feel such a burden for perishing souls, such an unrest of mind, that they could not be
restrained from fulfilling the commission: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature." Mark 16:15.
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An Appeal for Untiring Effort

The Lord calls upon His people to arouse out of sleep. The end of all things is at hand. When those
who know the truth will be laborers together with God, the fruits of righteousness will appear. By the
revelation of the love of God in missionary effort many will be awakened to see the sinfulness of their
own course of action. They will see that in the past their selfishness has disqualified them from being
laborers together with God. The exhibition of the love of God as seen in unselfish ministry to others
will be the means of leading many souls to believe the word of God just as it reads.

God desires to refresh His people by the gift of the Holy Spirit, baptizing them anew in His love. There
is no need for a dearth of the Spirit in the church. After Christ's ascension the Holy Spirit came upon
the waiting, praying, believing disciples with a fullness and power that reached every heart. In the
future the earth is to be lightened with the glory of God. A holy influence is to go forth to the world
from those who are sanctified through the truth. The earth is to be encircled with an atmosphere of
grace. The Holy Spirit is to work on human hearts, taking the things of God and showing them to men.

Missionary Families

Very much more might be done for Christ if all who have the light of truth would practice the truth.
There are whole families who might be missionaries, engaging in personal labor, toiling for the Master
with busy hands and active brains, devising new methods for the success of His work. There are
earnest, prudent,
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warmhearted men and women who could do much for Christ if they would give themselves to God,
drawing near to Him and seeking Him with the whole heart.

My brethren and sisters, take an active part in the work of soulsaving. This work will give life and
vigor to the mental and spiritual powers. Light from Christ will shine into the mind. The Saviour will
abide in your hearts, and in His light you will see light.



Consecrate yourselves wholly to the work of God. He is your strength, and He will be at your right
hand, helping you to carry on His merciful designs. By personal labor reach those around you. Become
acquainted with them. Preaching will not do the work that needs to be done. Angels of God attend you
to the dwellings of those you visit. This work cannot be done by proxy. Money lent or given will not
accomplish it. Sermons will not do it. By visiting the people, talking, praying, sympathizing with them,
you will win hearts. This is the highest missionary work that you can do. To do it, you will need
resolute, persevering faith, unwearying patience, and a deep love for souls.

Find access to the people in whose neighborhood you live. As you tell them of the truth, use words of
Christlike sympathy. Remember that the Lord Jesus is the Master Worker. He waters the seed sown.
He puts into your minds words that will reach hearts. Expect that God will sustain the consecrated,
unselfish worker. Obedience, childlike faith, trust in God--these will bring peace and joy. Work
disinterestedly, lovingly, patiently, for all with whom you are brought into contact. Show no
impatience. Utter not one unkind word. Let the love of Christ be in your hearts, the law of kindness on
your lips.
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It is a mystery that there are not hundreds at work where now there is but one. The heavenly universe
is astonished at the apathy, the coldness, the listlessness of those who profess to be sons and daughters
of God. In the truth there is a living power. Go forth in faith, and proclaim the truth as if you believed
it. Let those for whom you labor see that to you it is indeed a living reality.

Development Through Service

Those who give their lives to Christlike ministry know the meaning of true happiness. Their interests
and their prayers reach far beyond self. They themselves are growing as they try to help others. They
become familiar with the largest plans, the most stirring enterprises, and how can they but grow when
they place themselves in the divine channel of light and blessing? Such ones receive wisdom from
heaven. They become more and more identified with Christ in all His plans. There is no opportunity
for spiritual stagnation. Selfish ambition and self-seeking are rebuked by constant contact with the
absorbing interests, the elevated aspirations, which belong to high and holy activities.
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The Need of Earnest Effort

In the power of the Spirit the delegated servants of Christ are to bear witness for their Leader. The
yearning desire of the Saviour for the salvation of sinners is to mark all their efforts. The gracious
invitation, first given by Christ, is to be taken up by human voices and sounded throughout the world:
"Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely." Revelation 22:17. The church is to say:
"Come." Every power in the church is to be actively engaged on the side of Christ. The followers of
Christ are to combine in a strong effort to call the attention of the world to the fast-fulfilling prophecies
of the word of God. Infidelity and spiritualism are gaining a strong hold in the world. Shall those to
whom great light has been given be cold and faithless now?



We are on the very verge of the time of trouble, and perplexities that are scarcely dreamed of are
before us. A power from beneath is leading men to war against Heaven. Human beings have
confederated with satanic agencies to make void the law of God. The inhabitants of the world are fast
becoming as the inhabitants of the world in Noah's day, who were swept away by the Flood, and as the
inhabitants of Sodom, who were consumed by fire from heaven. The powers of Satan are at work to
keep minds diverted from eternal realities. The enemy has arranged matters to suit his own purposes.
Worldly business, sports, the fashions of the day --these things occupy the minds of men and women.
Amusements and unprofitable reading spoil the judgment. In the broad road that leads to eternal ruin

there walks a long procession. The world, filled with violence,
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reveling, and drunkenness, is converting the church. The law of God, the divine standard of
righteousness, is declared to be of no effect.

At this time--a time of overwhelming iniquity-- a new life, coming from the Source of all life, is to
take possession of those who have the love of God in their hearts, and they are to go forth to proclaim
with power the message of a crucified and risen Saviour. They are to put forth earnest, untiring efforts
to save souls. Their example is to be such that it will have a telling influence for good on those around
them. They are to count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Intense earnestness should now take possession of us. Our slumbering energies should be aroused to
untiring effort. Consecrated workers should go forth into the field clearing the King's highway, and
gaining victories in new places. My brother, my sister, is it nothing to you to know that every day souls
are going down into the grave unwarned and unsaved, ignorant of their need of eternal life and of the
atonement made for them by the Saviour? Is it nothing to you that soon the world is to meet Jehovah
over His broken law? Heavenly angels marvel that those who for so many years have had the light,
have not carried the torch of truth into the dark places of the earth.

The infinite value of the sacrifice required for our redemption reveals the fact that sin is a tremendous
evil. God might have wiped out this foul blot upon creation by sweeping the sinner from the face of the
earth. But He "so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16. Then why are we not more in earnest?
Why are so large a number idle?
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Why are not all who profess to love God, seeking to enlighten their neighbors and their associates, that
they may no longer neglect so great salvation?

A Lack of Sympathy

Among professing Christians of today there is a fearful lack of the sympathy that should be felt for
souls unsaved. Unless our hearts beat in unison with the heart of Christ, how can we understand the
sacredness and importance of the work to which we are called by the words: "Watch for . . . souls, as
they that must give account"? We talk of Christian missions. The sound of our voices is heard, but do
we feel Christ's tender heart-longing for souls?



The Saviour was an untiring worker. He did not measure His work by hours. His time, His heart, His
strength, were given to labor for the benefit of humanity. Entire days were devoted to labor, and entire
nights were spent in prayer, that He might be braced to meet the wily foe in all his deceptive working,
and fortified to do His work of uplifting and restoring humanity.

The man who loves God does not measure his work by the eight-hour system. He works at all hours
and is never off duty. As he has opportunity he does good. Everywhere, at all times and in all places,
he finds opportunity to work for God. He carries fragrance with him wherever he goes. A wholesome
atmosphere surrounds his soul. The beauty of his well-ordered life and godly conversation inspires in
others faith and hope and courage.

It is heart missionaries that are needed. Spasmodic efforts will do little good. We must arrest the
attention. We must be deeply in earnest.

By aggressive warfare, in the midst of opposition,
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peril, loss, and human suffering, the work of soulsaving is to be carried forward. At a certain battle,
when one of the regiments of the attacking force was being beaten back by the hordes of the enemy,
the ensign in front stood his ground as the troops retreated. The captain shouted to him to bring back
the colors, but the reply of the ensign was: "Bring the men up to the colors!" This is the work that
devolves upon every faithful standard-bearer --to bring the men up to the colors. The Lord calls for
wholeheartedness. We all know that the sin of many professing Christians is that they lack the courage
and energy to bring themselves and those connected with them up to the standard.

From all countries the Macedonian cry is sounding: "Come over, . . . and help us." God has opened
fields before us, and if human agencies would but co-operate with divine agencies, many, many souls
would be won to the truth. But the Lord's professing people have been sleeping over their allotted
work, and in many places it remains comparatively untouched. God has sent message after message to
arouse our people to do something, and to do it now. But to the call, "Whom shall I send?" there have
been few to respond, "Here am I; send me." Isaiah 6:8.

When the reproach of indolence and slothfulness shall have been wiped away from the church, the
Spirit of the Lord will be graciously manifested. Divine power will be revealed. The church will see
the providential working of the Lord of hosts. The light of truth will shine forth in clear, strong rays,
and, as in the time of the apostles, many souls will turn from error to truth. The earth will be lighted
with the glory of the Lord.

Heavenly angels have long been waiting for human agents--the members of the church--to co-operate
with
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them in the great work to be done. They are waiting for you. So vast is the field, so comprehensive the
design, that every sanctified heart will be pressed into service as an instrument of divine power.



At the same time there will be a power working from beneath. While God's agents of mercy work
through consecrated human beings, Satan sets his agencies in operation, laying under tribute all who
will submit to his control. There will be lords many and gods many. The cry will be heard, "Lo, here is
Christ," and, "Lo, there is Christ." The deep plotting of Satan will reveal itself everywhere for the
purpose of diverting the attention of men and women from present duty. There will be signs and
wonders. But the eye of faith will discern in all these manifestations harbingers of the grand and awful
future, and the triumphs that await the people of God.

Work, oh, work, keeping eternity in view! Bear in mind that every power must be sanctified. A great
work is to be done. Let the prayer go forth from unfeigned lips: "God be merciful unto us, and bless us;
and cause His face to shine upon us. . . . That Thy way may be known upon earth, Thy saving health
among all nations." Psalm 67:1, 2.

Those who realize, even in a limited degree, what redemption means to them and to their fellow men,
will walk by faith and will comprehend in some measure the vast needs of humanity. Their hearts will
be moved to compassion as they see the widespread destitution in our world--the destitution of the
multitudes who are suffering for food and clothing, and the moral destitution of thousands who are
under the shadow of a terrible doom, in comparison with which physical suffering fades into
nothingness.
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Let church members bear in mind that the fact that their names are registered on the church books will
not save them. They must show themselves approved of God, workmen that need not be ashamed. Day
by day they are to build their characters in accordance with Christ's directions. They are to abide in
Him, constantly exercising faith in Him. Thus they will grow up to the full stature of men and women
in Christ--wholesome, cheerful, grateful Christians, led by God into clearer and still clearer light. If
this is not their experience, they will be among those whose voices will one day be raised in the bitter
lamentation: "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and my soul is not saved! Why did I not flee to
the Stronghold for refuge? Why have I trifled with my soul's salvation, and done despite to the Spirit of
grace?"

"The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly." Zephaniah 1:14. Let us be shod with
the gospel shoes, ready to march at a moment's notice. Every hour, every minute, is precious. We have
no time to spend in self-gratification. All around us there are souls perishing in sin. Every day there is
something to do for our Lord and Master. Every day we are to point souls to the Lamb of God, who
taketh away the sin of the world.

"Be ye also ready: for in such an hour as we think not the Son of man cometh." Matthew 24:44. Go to
your rest at night with every sin confessed. Thus we did when in 1844 we expected to meet our Lord.
And now this great event is nearer than when we first believed. Be ye always ready, in the evening, in
the morning, and at noon, that when the cry is heard, "Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to
meet Him," you may, even though awakened out of sleep, go forth to meet Him with your lamps
trimmed and burning.
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Self-sacrifice is the keynote of the teachings of Christ. Often it is presented and enjoined in language
that seems authoritative, because God sees that there is no other way to save man than to cut away
from his life the selfishness which, if retained, would degrade the whole being.

Christ became poor that we might be partakers of the far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory."
2 Corinthians 4:17. We are to practice the same self-sacrifice that led Him to give Himself up to the
death of the cross, to make it possible for human beings to have eternal life. In all our expenditure of
means we are to strive to fulfill the purpose of Him who is the alpha and omega of all Christian effort.

We are to place in the Lord's treasury all the means that we can spare. For this means, needy,
unworked fields are calling. From many lands is sounding the cry, "Come over, . . . and help us." Our
church members should feel a deep interest in home and foreign missions. Great blessings will come to
them as they make self-sacrificing efforts to plant the standard of truth in new territory. The money
invested in this work will bring rich returns. New converts, rejoicing in the light received from the
word, will in their turn give of their means to carry the light of truth to others.

God's Benevolence

God gives to us regularly, freely, abundantly. Every earthly blessing is from His hand. What if the
Lord should cease to bestow His gifts upon us? What a cry of wretchedness, suffering, and want would
go up from the earth! We need daily the unfailing flow of Jehovah's goodness.
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This world was established and is sustained by the compassionate love of the Creator. God is the giver
of all we have. He calls upon us to return to Him a portion of the abundance He has bestowed on us.
Think of the care He gives the earth, sending the rain and sun shine in their season, to cause vegetation
to flourish. He bestows His favors on the just and on the unjust. Shall not the recipients of His
blessings show their gratitude by giving of their means to help suffering humanity?

There are many souls to be brought to the saving knowledge of the truth. The prodigal is far from his
Father's house, perishing with hunger. He is to be the object of our compassion. Do you ask: "How
does God regard those who are perishing in their sins?" I point you to Calvary. God "gave His only-
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16.
Think of the Saviour's matchless love. While we were yet sinners, Christ died to save us from eternal
death. In return for the great love wherewith Christ has loved you, you are to bring to Him your thank
offering. You are to make a gratitude offering of yourself. Your time, your talents, your means--all are
to flow to the world in a tide of love for the saving of the lost. Jesus has made it possible for you to
accept His love and in happy co-operation with Him to work under its fragrant influence. He requires
you to use your possessions in unselfish service, that His plan for the salvation of souls shall be carried
forward with power. He expects you to give your undivided energies to His work.

Would you make your property secure? Place it in the hand that bears the nailprint of the crucifixion.
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Retain it in your possession, and it will be to your eternal loss. Give it to God, and from that moment it
bears His inscription. It is sealed with His immutability. Would you enjoy your substance? Then use it
for the blessing of the suffering.



The World's Need of Help

The magnitude of our work calls for willing liberality on the part of the people of God. In Africa, in
China, in India, there are thousands, yes, millions, who have not heard the message of the truth for this
time. They must be warned. The islands of the sea are waiting for a knowledge of God. In these islands
schools are to be established to prepare students to go to higher schools within reach, there to be
educated and trained, and sent back to their island homes to give to others the light they have received.

In our own country there is much to be done. There are many cities to be entered and warned.
Evangelists should be finding their way into all the places where the minds of men are agitated over
the question of Sunday legislation and the teaching of religion in the public schools. It is the neglect of
Seventh-day Adventists to improve these providential opportunities that is hindering the advancement
of the cause.

The Lord has made us His stewards. He has placed His means in our hands for faithful distribution. He
asks us to render to Him His own. He has reserved the tithe as His sacred portion to be used in sending
the gospel to all parts of the world. My brethren and sisters, confess and forsake your selfishness, and
bring to the Lord your gifts and offerings. Bring Him also the tithe that you have withheld. Come
confessing your neglect.
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Prove the Lord, as He has invited you to do. "I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not
destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith
the Lord of hosts." Malachi 3:11.

Instruction has been given me that there is a withholding of the tithe that should be faithfully brought
into the Lord's treasury for the support of ministers and missionaries who are opening the Scriptures to
the people and working from house to house. The work of evangelizing the world has been greatly
hindered by personal selfishness. Some, even among professing Christians, are unable to see that the
work of the gospel is to be supported by the means that Christ has given them. Money is needed in
order that the work done all over the world may be carried forward. Thousands upon thousands are
perishing in sin, and a lack of means is hindering the proclamation of the truth that is to be carried to
all nations and kindreds and tongues and people. There are men ready to go forth as the Lord's
messengers, but because of a lack of means in the treasury they cannot be sent to the places where the
people are begging for someone to come and teach them the truth.

There are many in our world who are longing to hear the word of life. But how can they hear without a
preacher? And how can those sent to teach them live without support? God would have the lives of His
workers carefully sustained. They are His property, and He is dishonored when they are compelled to
labor in a way that injures their health. He is dishonored, also, when for lack of means workers cannot
be sent to destitute fields.
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In place of complaining of the officers of the General Conference because they cannot respond to the
multiplied calls for men and means, let our church members bear a living testimony to the power of the
truth by denying self and giving liberally for the advancement of the work. Let our sisters save by
refusing to put expensive trimmings on their garments. Let every unnecessary expense be cut down.
Let every family bring their tithes and offerings to the Lord.

God's Almoners

Those who are truly converted will regard themselves as God's almoners and will dispense, for the
advancement of the work, the means He has placed in their hands. If Christ's words were obeyed, there
would be sufficient means in His treasury for the needs of His cause. He has entrusted to men and
women an abundance of means for the carrying forward of His plan of mercy and benevolence. He
bids His stewards of means invest their money in the work of feeding the hungry, clothing the naked,
and preaching the gospel to the poor. Perfection of character cannot possibly be attained without self-
sacrifice.

Never was there a more important time in the history of our work than the present. The message of the
third chapter of Malachi comes to us, holding up before us the need of honesty in our relations to the
Lord and His work. My brethren, the money that you use to buy and sell and get gain will be a curse to
you if you withhold from the Lord that which is His. The means entrusted to you for the advancement
of the Lord's work should be used in sending the gospel to all parts of the world.

We are Christ's witnesses, and we are not to allow
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worldly interests and plans to absorb our time and attention. There are higher interests at stake. "Seek
ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness." Matthew 6:33. Christ gave Himself willingly and
cheerfully to the carrying out of the will of God. He became obedient unto death, even the death of the
cross. In view of all that He has done, should we feel it a hardship to deny self? Shall we draw back
from being partakers of Christ's sufferings? His death ought to stir every fiber of our beings, making us
willing to consecrate to His work all that we have and are. As we think of all that He has done for us,
our hearts should be filled with gratitude and love, and we should renounce all selfishness. What duty
could the heart refuse to perform under the constraining influence of the love of Christ?

Shall we not, by self-denial, do all that we can to advance God's enterprise of mercy? Can we behold
the divine condescension, the suffering endured by the Son of God, without being filled with a desire
to be allowed to sacrifice something for Him? Is it not a high honor to be allowed to co-operate with
Him? He left His heavenly home to seek for us. Shall we not become His undershepherds, to seek for
the lost and straying? Shall we not reveal in our lives His divine tenderness and compassion?

The Lord desires His people to be thoughtful and care-taking. He desires them to practice economy in
everything. If the workers in the mission fields could have the means that is used in expensive
furnishings and in personal adornment, the triumphs of the cross of Christ would be greatly extended.



Not all can make large offerings, not all can do great works, magnificent deeds; but all can practice

self-denial, all can reveal the unselfishness of the Saviour. Some can
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bring large gifts to the Lord's treasury; others can bring only mites; but every gift brought in sincerity
is accepted by the Lord.

We plead for the money that is spent on needless things. My brethren and sisters, waste not your
money in purchasing unnecessary things. You may think these little sums do not amount to much, but
many littles will make a great whole. Cut off every extravagant expenditure. Indulge in nothing that is
simply for display. Your money means the salvation of souls. Let there be systematic giving on the
part of all. Some may be unable to give a large sum, but all can lay aside each week something for the
Master. Let the children act their part. Let parents teach their children to save their pennies to give to
the Lord. The gospel ministry is to be supported by self-denial and sacrifice. Through the self-denying
efforts of God's people others will be brought into the faith, and these in turn will help to increase the
offerings made for the carrying forward of the Lord's work.

Unmistakable evidences point to the nearness of the end. The way must be prepared for the coming of
the Prince of Peace. Let not our church members complain because they are so often called upon to
give. What is it that makes the frequent calls a necessity? Is it not the rapid increase of missionary
enterprises? Shall we, by refusing to give, retard the growth of these enterprises? Shall we forget that
we are laborers together with God? From every church, prayers should ascend to God for an increase
of devotion and liberality. My brethren and sisters, do not plead for retrenchment in evangelical work.
So long as there are souls to save, our interest in the work of soulsaving is to know no abating. The
church cannot abridge her task without denying her Master. Not all can go as missionaries to foreign

lands,
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but all can give of their means for the carrying forward of foreign missions.

There are new fields to be entered, and we must have your help. Shall we ignore the commission given
us, and thus forfeit the fulfillment of the promise accompanying the commission? Shall the people of
God become careless and indifferent, and refuse to give of their means for the advancement of His
work? Can they do this without severing their connection with Him? They may think thus to
economize, but it is a fearful economy that places them where they are separated from God.

My brethren and sisters, it is too late to devote your time and strength to self-serving. Let not the last
day find you destitute of the heavenly treasure. Seek to push the triumphs of the cross, seek to
enlighten souls, labor for the salvation of your fellow beings, and your work will abide the trying test
of fire.

Every true, self-sacrificing worker for God is willing to spend and be spent for the sake of others.
Christ says: "He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it
unto life eternal." John 12:25. By earnest, thoughtful efforts to help where help is needed, the true
Christian shows his love for God and for his fellow beings. He may lose his life in service; but when
Christ comes to gather His jewels to Himself, he will find it again.



My brethren and sisters, do not spend a large amount of time and money on self, for the sake of
appearance. Those who do this are obliged to leave undone many things that would have comforted
others, sending a warm glow to their weary spirits. We all need to learn how to improve faithfully the

opportunities that so often
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come to us to bring light and hope into the lives of others. How can we improve these opportunities if
our thoughts are centered on self? He who is self-centered loses countless opportunities for doing that
which would have brought blessing to himself and others. It is the duty of the servant of Christ, under
every circumstance, to ask himself, What can I do to help others? Having done his best, he is to leave
the consequences with God.

God has provided for everyone pleasure that may be enjoyed by rich and poor alike--the pleasure
found in cultivating pureness of thought and unselfishness of action, the pleasure that comes from
speaking sympathizing words and doing kindly deeds. From those who perform such service, the light
of Christ shines to brighten lives darkened by many sorrows.

The temptation may come to you to invest your money in land. Perhaps your children will advise you
to do this. But can you not show a better way? Has not your money been entrusted to you to be traded
upon wisely, and put out to usury, that when the Lord comes, He may find the talents doubled? Can
you not see that He wants you to use your means in helping to build meeting houses and to establish
sanitariums?

We need now to esteem souls above money. If you know of a higher work in this world than the work
of soulsaving, a work which will bring better results for the investment of means, will you not tell us of
it, that we may measure its value?

I fear that many of our people do not realize the importance of God's work. One to whom I wrote for
money answered thus: I received your letter asking me to lend you some money. But there was a piece
of land that the children thought it advisable for me to purchase,
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and I have invested my spare means in this land." How much better would it have been for this brother
to invest his money in establishing sanitariums, in which witness is borne to the truth for this time, or
in schools, which will provide for our youth the best influences, and in which they can be trained to
become missionaries for God.

My brethren and sisters, invest your means in the establishment of Christian missions, from which the
light of truth will shine forth, drawing souls to God. One soul, truly converted, becoming a missionary
for God, will win other souls to the Saviour.

God Himself originated plans for the advancement of His work, and He has provided His people with a
surplus of means, that when He calls for help, they may respond, saying: Lord, Thy pound hath gained
other pounds."



If those to whom God's money has been entrusted will be faithful in bringing the means lent them to
the Lord's treasury, His work will make rapid advancement. Many souls will be won to the cause of
truth, and the day of Christ's coming will be hastened. Men and women are to be brought under the
influence of true, earnest, wholehearted workers, who labor for souls as they that must give an account.
All who are baptized into a measure of the apostolic spirit will be constrained to become God's
missionaries. If they will be true, firm in the faith, if they will not sell their Lord for gain, but will ever
acknowledge the divine supremacy and superintendence, God will prepare the way before them and
will greatly bless them. He will help them to represent His goodness, love, and mercy. And the glory of
the Lord will be their rearward. There will be joy in the
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heavenly courts, and joy, pure, heavenly joy, will fill the hearts of the workers. To save perishing souls
they will be willing to spend and be spent, and their hearts will be filled with love and thanksgiving.
The consciousness of God's presence will purify and ennoble their experience, enriching and
strengthening them. The grace of heaven will be revealed in their work, in the conquests achieved in
winning souls to Christ.

So God's work in our world is to be carried forward. Faithful stewards are to place the Lord's money in
His treasury, that workers may be sent to all parts of the world. The church here below is to serve God
with self-denial and sacrifice. Thus the work is to be carried forward and the most glorious triumphs
won.

Love for lost souls brought Christ to Calvary's cross. Love for souls will lead us to self-denial and
sacrifice, for the saving of that which is lost. And as Christ's followers give back to the Lord His own,
they are accumulating treasure which will be theirs when they hear the words: "Well done, thou good
and faithful servant: . . . enter thou into the joy of thy Lord," "who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God."
Matthew 25:21; Hebrews 12:2. The joy of seeing souls eternally saved will be the reward of all who
follow in the steps of the Redeemer.

"He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things?" Romans 8:32.

It was a costly sacrifice that the Lord of heaven made. Divine benevolence was stirred to its
unfathomable
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depths; it was impossible for God to give more. He "so loved the world, that He gave His only-
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life." John 3:16.
Why is our gratitude so limited? It is only as a ripple on the surface, compared with the great tide of
love that flows to us from the Father.

The signs that foretell the second coming of Christ are fast fulfilling. Shall the people be left in
ignorance of the great event before them and have to meet that awful day unprepared? Heaven has
made a complete offering for the salvation of the world. Shall those who profess to love God and keep
His commandments be indifferent to the souls of men? No, no! they cannot be.



With untiring zeal those who have received the light of present truth should go forth to give this light
to those who sit in darkness. With consecrated efforts, by self-denial and self-sacrifice, they are to
labor in the strength of the God of Israel. This message is to be carried to foreign lands; it is to be
given to the cities and towns of our own country. The weary and the heavy-laden are longing for the
message of truth that will give them rest and peace in Christ. Who will carry the message to those who
have never heard it? Who will seek the joy and glory of God by drawing sinners to the feet of Him
who gave His life a sacrifice for every soul? Who will lift up the Saviour before men as "the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world"? John 1:29.

Testimonies for the Church Volume Nine : Page 61
3. Literature in Service

"The Lord gave the word: great was the company of those that published it." Psalm 68:11.
Our Publications

The great and wonderful work of the last gospel message is to be carried on now as it has never been
before. The world is to receive the light of truth through an evangelizing ministry of the word in our
books and periodicals. Our publications are to show that the end of all things is at hand. I am bidden to
say to our publishing houses: "Lift up the standard; lift it up higher. Proclaim the third angel's message,
that it may be heard by all the world. Let it be seen that 'here are they that keep the commandments of
God, and the faith of Jesus.' Revelation 14:12. Let our literature give the message as a witness to all the
world."

Our workers should now be encouraged to give their first attention to books that deal with the
evidences of our faith--books that teach the doctrines of the Bible and that will prepare a people to
stand in the trying times before us. Having brought a people to the enlightenment of the truth by
prayerful labor in Bible instruction, and through a wise use of our publications, we are to teach them to
become laborers in word and doctrine. We are to encourage them to scatter the books that deal with
Bible subjects--books the teachings of which will prepare a people to stand, having their loins girded
with truth and their lamps burning.

We have been asleep, as it were, regarding the work
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that may be accomplished by the circulation of well-prepared literature. Let us now, by the wise use of
periodicals and books, preach the word with determined energy, that the world may understand the
message that Christ gave to John on the Isle of Patmos. Let every human intelligence who professes
the name of Christ testify: "The end of all things is at hand; prepare to meet thy God."

Our publications should go everywhere. Let them be issued in many languages. The third angel's
message is to be given through this medium and through the living teacher. You who believe the truth
for this time, wake up. It is your duty now to bring in all the means possible to help those who
understand the truth to proclaim it. Part of the money that comes in from the sale of our publications
should be used to increase our facilities for the production of more literature that will open blind eyes
and break up the fallow ground of the heart.



There is danger of entering into commercialism and becoming so engrossed in worldly business that
the truths of the word of God in their purity and power will not be brought into the life. The love of
trade and gain is becoming more and more prevalent. My brethren, let your souls be truly converted. If
ever there was a time when we needed to understand our responsibilities, it is now, when truth is fallen
in the streets and equity cannot enter. Satan has come down with great power to work with all
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; and everything that can be shaken will be
shaken, and those things that cannot be shaken will remain. The Lord is coming very soon, and we are
entering into scenes of calamity. Satanic agencies, though unseen, are working to destroy human life.

But if our life is hid with Christ in God, we shall see of His grace
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and salvation. Christ is coming to establish His kingdom on the earth. Let our tongues be sanctified
and used to glorify Him. Let us work now as we have never worked before. We are exhorted to "be
instant in season, out of season." 2 Timothy 4:2. We are to make openings for the presentation of the
truth. We are to improve every opportunity of drawing souls to Christ.

As a people we are to be reconverted, our lives sanctified to declare the truth as it is in Jesus. In the
work of scattering our publications, we can speak of a Saviour's love from a warm and throbbing heart.
God alone has the power to forgive sins; if we do not speak this message to the unconverted, our
neglect may prove their ruin. Blessed, soul-saving Bible truths are published in our papers. There are
many who can help in the work of selling our periodicals. The Lord calls upon all of us to seek to save
perishing souls. Satan is at work to deceive the very elect, and now is our time to work with vigilance.
Our books and papers are to be brought before the notice of the people; the gospel of present truth is to
be given to our cities without delay. Shall we not arouse to our duties?

If we are making the life and teachings of Christ our study, every passing event will furnish a text for
an impressive discourse. It was thus the Saviour preached the gospel in the highways and byways; and
as He spoke, the little group that listened to Him swelled to a great company. Present-day evangelists
are to be workers together with Christ. These, just as verily as the first disciples, have the assurance:
"All power is given unto Me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all

things whatsoever I have commanded you:
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and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." Matthew 28:18-20.

The work to be carried on by the people of God is declared in the words of Inspiration: "Behold, I send
My messenger before Thy face, which shall prepare Thy way before Thee. The voice of one crying in
the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight." Mark 1:2, 3. "Behold My
servant, whom I uphold; Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth; I have put My Spirit upon Him. He
shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles. . . . He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till He have set
judgment in the earth: and the isles shall wait for His law." Isaiah 42:1-4.



God invites all men to the fullest investigation of the claims of His law. His word is sacred and infinite.
The cause of truth is to go forth as a lamp that burneth. Earnest study of the word of God will reveal
the truth. Sin and wrong will not be sustained, but the law of God will be vindicated. "Thus saith God
the Lord, He that created the heavens, and stretched them out; He that spread forth the earth, and that
which cometh out of it; He that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk
therein: I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and
give thee for a covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring out
the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the prison house." Verse 5-7.
Christians are to seek their light from the word of God and then in faith go forth to give that light to
those who sit in darkness.

Sanitarium, California, May 24, 1908.
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Circulate the Publications

In the night of March 2, 1907, many things were revealed to me regarding the value of our publications
on present truth and the small effort that is being made by our brethren and sisters in the churches for
their wide circulation.

I have been repeatedly shown that our presses should now be constantly employed in publishing light
and truth. This is a time of spiritual darkness in the churches of the world. Ignorance of divine things
has hidden God and the truth from view. The forces of evil are gathering in strength. Satan flatters his
co-workers that he will do a work that will captivate the world. While partial inactivity has come upon
the church, Satan and his hosts are intensely active. The professed Christian churches are not
converting the world; for they are themselves corrupted with selfishness and pride, and need to feel the
converting power of God in their midst before they can lead others to a purer or higher standard.

An Encouraging Experience

The afternoon of March 2 I spent in counsel with Brother and Sister S. N. Haskell, discussing the work
in Oakland and their plans to go East to spend some time in South Lancaster. After our visit I was
weary and retired early. I was suffering with rheumatism in my left side and could get no rest because
of the pain. I turned from side to side, trying to find ease from the suffering. There was a pain in my
heart that portended no good for me. At last I fell asleep.

About half past nine I attempted to turn myself, and as I did so, I became aware that my body was
entirely
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free from pain. As I turned from side to side, and moved my hands, I experienced an extraordinary
freedom and lightness that I cannot describe. The room was filled with light, a most beautiful, soft,
azure light, and I seemed to be in the arms of heavenly beings.



This peculiar light I have experienced in the past in times of special blessing, but this time it was more
distinct, more impressive, and I felt such peace, peace so full and abundant no words can express it. I
raised myself into a sitting posture, and I saw that I was surrounded by a bright cloud, white as snow,
the edges of which were tinged with a deep pink. The softest, sweetest music was filling the air, and I
recognized the music as the singing of the angels. Then a Voice spoke to me, saying: "Fear not; [ am
your Saviour. Holy angels are all about you."

"Then this is heaven," I said, "and now I can be at rest. I shall have no more messages to bear, no more
misrepresentations to endure. Everything will be easy now, and I shall enjoy peace and rest. Oh, what
inexpressible peace fills my soul! Is this indeed heaven? Am I one of God's little children? and shall I
always have this peace?"

The Voice replied: "Your work is not yet done."

Again I fell asleep, and when I awoke I heard music, and I wanted to sing. Then someone passed my
door, and I wondered if that person saw the light. After a time the light passed away, but the peace
remained.

After a while I fell asleep again. This time I seemed to be in a council meeting where our book work
was being discussed. There were a number of our brethren present, leaders in our work, and Elder

Haskell and his wife were there consulting together and with the
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brethren about the circulation of our books, tracts, and periodicals.

Elder Haskell was presenting strong reasons why the books which contain the knowledge that has been
communicated to Sister White--the books containing the special message to come to the world at this
present time--should be more freely circulated. "Why," he inquired, "do not our people appreciate and
circulate more widely the books bearing the divine credentials? Why is not a specialty made of the
books containing the warnings regarding Satan's work? Why do we not give greater effort to
circulating the books that point out Satan's plans to counterwork the work of God, that uncover his
plans and point out his deceptions? The moral evils of his deceptions are to be removed by opening the
eyes of the people so that they shall discern the situation and the dangers of our times; so that they
shall make diligent effort to lay hold by faith upon Christ and His righteousness."

A messenger from heaven stood in our midst, and he spoke words of warning and instruction. He made
us clearly understand that the gospel of the kingdom is the message for which the world is perishing
and that this message, as contained in our publications already in print and those yet to be issued,
should be circulated among the people who are nigh and afar off.



Dangers in Speculative Study

The light of truth which God designs shall come to the people of the world at this time is not that
which the world's men of learning are seeking to impart, for these men in their research often arrive at
erroneous conclusions and in their study of many authors become
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enthused with theories that are of satanic origin. Satan, clothed in the garb of an angel of light, presents
for the study of the human mind subjects which seem very interesting and which are full of scientific
mystery. In the investigation of these subjects, men are led to accept erroneous conclusions and to
unite with seducing spirits in the work of propounding new theories which lead away from the truth.

There is danger that the false sentiments expressed in the books that they have been reading will
sometimes be interwoven by our ministers, teachers, and editors with their arguments, discourses, and
publications, under the belief that they are the same in principle as the teachings of the Spirit of truth.
The book Living Temple is an illustration of this work, the writer of which declared in its support that
its teachings were the same as those found in the writings of Mrs. White. Again and again we shall be
called to meet the influence of men who are studying sciences of satanic origin, through which Satan is
working to make a nonentity of God and of Christ.

The Father and the Son each have a personality. Christ declared: "I and My Father are one." Yet it was
the Son of God who came to the world in human form. Laying aside His royal robe and kingly crown,
He clothed His divinity with humanity, that humanity through His infinite sacrifice might become
partakers of the divine nature and escape the corruption that is in the world through lust.

Christ was tempted in all points as man is tempted, but at no time did He bring against the tempter a
railing accusation. To every temptation He presented the word of the Lord. "It is written" was His
never-failing weapon. We, as the representatives of Christ, are to meet every thrust of the enemy with
the word of the living
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God. Never should we allow ourselves to follow the trail of the serpent by using his scientific
arguments. Satan can never gain advantage of the child of God who relies on the word of God as his
defense.

Our Counselor impressed deeply on our minds that God's commandment-keeping people must be
sanctified through the truth and that truth must ever be given the foremost place. We must not forget
that Satan still lives to exercise his deceptive power through false science.

Christ was the Majesty of heaven, the Prince of life; yet He humbled Himself as a man and became
obedient to every law of God. He passed over the ground that every man must tread who takes His
name, and came forth from His trial pure and untainted by sin. He was our example in all things.

The first advent of Christ and His life of ministry are not studied as they should be. His life was one of
self-denial, in which truth in all its noble qualities was expressed. He lived to bless humanity by every
good word and work.



Dignity of the Book Work

The work of bookmaking is a grand and good work; but it has not always stood in the high and holy
position that God designed it should occupy, because self has been interwoven with the work of some
who have engaged in it. The book work should be the means of quickly giving the sacred light of
present truth to the world. The publications that come forth from our presses today are to be of such a
character as to strengthen every pin and pillar of the faith that was established by the word of God and
by the revelations of His Spirit.

The truth that God has given for His people in these last days should keep them firm when there come
into
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the church those who present false theories. The truth that has stood firm against the attacks of the
enemy for more than half a century must still be the confidence and comfort of God's people.

Our evidence to nonprofessors that we have the truth of the word of God will be given in a life of strict
self-denial. We must not make a mockery of our faith, but ever keep before us the example of Him
who, though He was the Prince of heaven, stooped to a life of self-denial and sacrifice to vindicate the
righteousness of His Father's word. Let us each resolve to do our best, that the light of our good works
may shine forth to the world.

Unity in Progress

Perfect agreement should exist in the plans laid for the publication of our books and periodicals, that
the light which they contain may be quickly carried everywhere to the nominal churches and to the
world. Much more should have been accomplished in the sale of our books than we see accomplished
today.

Our ministers should call upon the church members to let the truth triumph. "Arise, shine; for thy light
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth,
and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon
thee. And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising." Isaiah 60:1-3.
Unity and love will accomplish wonderful things for the believers. Will not our churches arouse and
give the last warning message to the world?

Our Relief Books

Christ's Object Lessons is a book that speaks for itself, and it has accomplished a good work. As it has
been

71

sold, and the object of its sale related, money has been received that has relieved the indebtedness of
our schools. But more than this, many by reading the book have been blessed by its lessons of truth,
and many others will be blessed by reading it.



The book Ministry of Healing may do the same work for our sanitariums and health institutions that
Christ's Object Lessons has done for our schools. This book contains the wisdom of the Great
Physician. To me it has been a precious privilege to donate my work on these books to the cause of
God. In the future there should be well-planned and persevering efforts made to increase their sale.

Lift the Debts

God designs that we shall learn lessons from the failures of the past. It is not pleasing to Him to have
debts rest upon His institutions. We have reached the time when we must give character to the work by
refusing to erect large and costly buildings. We are not to copy the mistakes of the past and become
more and more involved in debt. We are rather to endeavor to clear off the indebtedness that still
remains on our institutions. Our churches can help in this matter if they will. Those members to whom
the Lord has given means can invest their money in the cause without interest or at a low rate of
interest, and by their freewill offerings they can help to support the work. The Lord asks you to return
cheerfully to Him a portion of the goods He has lent you, and thus become His almoners.

Another View of the Book Work

Afterward we were in camp meetings and in large meetings in our churches, where the ministers
presented clearly the perils of the times in which we live and the
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great importance of making haste in the circulation of our literature. In response to these appeals the
brethren and sisters came forward and purchased many books. Some took a few, and some purchased
large quantities. Most of the purchasers paid for the books they took. A few arranged to pay afterward.

Because books were being sold at low prices, some being especially reduced for the occasion, many
were purchased, and some by persons not of our faith. They said: "It must be that these books contain a
message for us. These people are willing to make sacrifices in order that we may have them, and we
will secure them for ourselves and our friends."

But dissatisfaction was expressed by some of our own people. One said: "A stop must be put to this
work, or our business will be spoiled." As one brother was carrying away an armful of books, a
canvasser laid his hand upon his arm and said: "My brother, what are you doing with so many books?"
Then I heard the voice of our Counselor saying: "Forbid them not. This is a work that should be done.
The end is near. Already much time has been lost, when these books should have been in circulation.
Sell them far and near. Scatter them like the leaves of autumn. This work is to continue without the
forbiddings of anyone. Souls are perishing out of Christ. Let them be warned of His soon appearing in
the clouds of heaven."

Some of the workers continued to appear much cast down. One was weeping and said: "These are
doing the publishing work an injustice by purchasing these books at so low a price; besides, this work
is depriving us of some of the revenue by which our work is sustained." The Voice replied: "You are
meeting with no loss. These workers who take the books at reduced prices
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could not obtain so ready sale for them except it be at this so-called sacrifice. Many are now
purchasing for their friends and for themselves who otherwise would not think of buying."



A Caution

Then instruction was given to Elder Haskell that in his anxiety to supply the people with the precious
truth contained in his books, in his desire that all should feel that the books are worth more than they
cost, and that all should be encouraged to give them a wide circulation, he was selling his books too
cheap, and thus making his own burden too heavy.

Our Counselor said: "The books should be sold in such a way that the author will not be left
barehanded and that the publishing house shall have a proper margin so that it will have means to carry
on its work."

A Parable for Our Study

"The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is an householder," Christ declared, "which went out
early in the morning to hire laborers into his vineyard. And when he had agreed with the laborers for a
penny a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And he went out about the third hour, and saw others
standing idle in the market place, and said unto them; Go ye also into the vineyard, and whatsoever is
right I will give you. And they went their way.

"Again he went out about the sixth and ninth hour, and did likewise. And about the eleventh hour he
went out, and found others standing idle, and saith unto them, Why stand ye here all the day idle? They
say unto him, Because no man hath hired us. He saith unto them, Go ye also into the vineyard; and
whatsoever is right, that
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shall ye receive. So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard saith unto his steward, Call the
laborers, and give them their hire, beginning from the last unto the first. And when they came that were
hired about the eleventh hour, they received every man a penny.

"But when the first came, they supposed that they should have received more; and they likewise
received every man a penny. And when they had received it, they murmured against the goodman of
the house, saying, These last have wrought but one hour, and thou hast made them equal unto us,
which have borne the burden and heat of the day. But he answered one of them, and said, Friend, I do
thee no wrong: didst not thou agree with me for a penny? Take that thine is, and go thy way: I will give
unto this last, even as unto thee. Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine own? Is thine eye
evil, because I am good? So the last shall be first, and the first last: for many be called, but few
chosen." Matthew 20:1-16.

Blessed will be the recompense of grace to those who have wrought for God in the simplicity of faith
and love. The value of service to God is measured by the spirit in which it is rendered, rather than by
the length of time spent in labor.



Light for All

I am very desirous that the light contained in my books shall come to every soul possible, for God has
sent the message for all. These books contain precious lessons in Christian experience. I would not
dare forbid that these books be sold on special occasions at a low price, lest I should hinder the reading
of the books, and thus withhold the light from some soul who might be converted to the truth. I have
no forbiddings to place on the
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work of circulating our books. Let the light be placed on the candlestick, that it may give light to all
that are in the house.

A Lesson in Commercialism

"And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and
overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and the seats of them that sold doves, and said unto them,
It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.

"And the blind and the lame came to Him in the temple; and He healed them. And when the chief
priests and scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the children crying in the temple, and
saying, Hosanna to the Son of David; they were sore displeased, and said unto Him, Hearest thou what
these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and
sucklings Thou hast perfected praise?" Matthew 21:12-16.

Sanitarium, California, May 4, 1908 .

One point that should never be forgotten by our workers is that the Lord Jesus Christ is our chief
director. He has outlined a plan by which the schools may be relieved of their indebtedness, and He
will not vindicate the course of those who lay this plan aside for lack of confidence in its success.
When His people will come up unitedly to the help of His cause in the earth, no good thing that God
has promised will be withheld from them.
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A Broader View

In carrying forward the Lord's work at home and abroad, those in positions of responsibility must plan
wisely, so as to make the best possible use of men and of means. The burden of sustaining the work in
many of the foreign fields must be largely borne by our conferences in the homeland. These
conferences should have means with which to assist in opening new fields, where the testing truths of
the third angel's message have never yet penetrated. Within the past few years, doors have been thrown
open as if by magic; and men and women are needed to enter these doors and begin earnest work for
the salvation of souls.



Our educational institutions can do much toward meeting the demand for trained workers for these
mission fields. Wise plans should be laid to strengthen the work done in our training centers. Study
should be given to the best methods for fitting consecrated young men and young women to bear
responsibility and to win souls for Christ. They should be taught how to meet the people and how to
present the third angel's message in an attractive manner. And in the management of financial matters
they should be taught lessons that will help them when they are sent to isolated fields where they must
suffer many privations and practice the strictest economy.

The Lord has instituted a plan whereby many of the students in our schools can learn practical lessons
needful to success in afterlife. He has given them the privilege of handling precious books that have
been dedicated for the advancement of our educational and sanitarium work. In the very handling of
these books, the youth will meet with many experiences that will teach them
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how to cope with problems that await them in the regions beyond. During their school life, as they
canvass for these books, many may learn how to approach people courteously and how to exercise tact
in conversing with them on different points of present truth. And as they meet with a degree of success
financially, some will learn lessons of thrift and economy, which will be of great advantage to them
when they are sent out as missionaries.

The students who take up the work of selling Christ's Object Lessons and Ministry of Healing will
need to study the book they expect to sell. As they familiarize their minds with the subject matter of
the book in hand and endeavor to practice its teachings they will develop in knowledge and spiritual
power. The messages in these books contain the light that God has revealed to me to give to the world.
The teachers in our schools should encourage the students to make a careful study of every chapter.
They should teach these truths to their students and seek to inspire the youth with a love for the
precious thoughts the Lord has entrusted to us to communicate to the world.

Thus the preparation for handling these books, and the daily experiences gained while bringing them to
the attention of the people, will prove an invaluable schooling to those who take part in this line of
effort. Under the blessing of God the youth will obtain a fitting up for service in the Lord's vineyard.

There is a special work to be done for our young people by those bearing responsibility in local
churches throughout the conferences. When the church officers see promising youth who are desirous
of fitting themselves for usefulness in the Lord's service, but whose parents are unable to send them to
school, they have a
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duty to perform in studying how to give help and encouragement. They should take counsel with
parents and youth, and unite in planning wisely. Some youth may be best fitted to engage in home
missionary work. There is a wide field of usefulness in the distribution of our literature and in bringing
the third angel's message to the attention of friends and neighbors. Other youth should be encouraged
to enter the canvassing work to sell our larger books. Some may have qualifications that would make
them valuable helpers in our institutions. And in many instances, if promising youth were wisely
encouraged and properly directed, they could be led to earn their own schooling by taking up the sale
of Christ's Object Lessons or Ministry of Healing .



In selling these books the youth would be acting as missionaries, for they would be bringing precious
light to the notice of the people of the world. At the same time they would be earning money to enable
them to attend school, where they could continue their preparation for wider usefulness in the Lord's
cause. In the school they would receive encouragement and inspiration from teachers and students to
continue their work of selling books; and when the time came for them to leave school, they would
have received a practical training fitting them for the hard, earnest, self-sacrificing labor that has to be
done in many foreign fields, where the third angel's message must be carried under difficult and trying
circumstances.

How much better is this plan than for students to go through school without obtaining a practical
education in field work, and, at the end of their course, leave under a burden of debt, with but little
realization of the difficulties they will have to meet in new and untried fields!
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How hard it will be for them to meet the financial problems that are connected with pioneer work in
foreign lands! And what a burden someone will have to carry until the debts incurred by the student
have been paid!

On the other hand, how much might be gained, if the self-supporting plan were followed! The student
would often be enabled to leave the educational institution nearly or wholly free from personal
indebtedness; the finances of the school would be in a more prosperous condition; and the lessons
learned by the student while passing through these experiences in the home field would be of untold
value to him in foreign fields.

Let wise plans be laid to help worthy students to earn their own schooling by handling these books, if
they so desire. Those who earn sufficient means in this way to pay their way through a course at one of
our training schools will gain a most valuable practical experience that will help fit them for pioneer
missionary work in other fields.

A great work is to be done in our world in a short time, and we must study to understand and
appreciate, more than we have in past years, the providence of God in placing in our hands the
precious volumes, Christ's Object Lessons and Ministry of Healing, as a means of helping worthy
students to meet their expenses while in training, as well as a means of liquidating the indebtedness on
our educational and medical institutions.

Great blessings are in store for us as we wisely handle these precious books given us for the
advancement of the cause of present truth. And as we labor in accordance with the Lord's plan we shall
find that many consecrated youth will be fitted to enter the regions beyond as practical missionaries;

and, at the same time, the
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conferences in the home field will have means with which to contribute liberally to the support of the
work that shall be undertaken in new territory.

Sanitarium, California, April 17, 1908 .



God desires that the sale of Christ's Object Lessons shall be recognized by all our people as His
method of relieving our schools from debt. It is because this plan has been neglected that we now feel
so keenly our lack of means for the advancing work. Had the schools availed themselves of the
provision thus made for them, there would be more money in the school treasuries, and more money in
the hands of God's servants, with which to relieve the necessities of other needy departments of the
cause; and, best of all, teachers and students would have received the very lessons that they needed to
learn in the Master's service.

In the cities within easy reach of our sanitariums and training schools a mission field is open to us that
we have as yet only touched with the tips of our fingers. In some of these places, a good beginning has
been made. But it was God's purpose that by the sale of Ministry of Healing and Christ's Object
Lessons much means should be raised for the work of our sanitariums and schools, and that our people
might thereby be left more free to donate of their means for the opening of the work in new missionary
fields. If our people will now engage in the sale of these books as they ought, we shall have much more
means than we now have to carry the work in the way the Lord designed that it should be carried.
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Camp Meetings and Our Publications

In connection with our camp meetings in past years, God's servants have improved many precious
opportunities for instructing our people in practical methods of presenting the saving truths of the third
angel's message to their friends and acquaintances. Many have been taught how to labor as self-
supporting missionaries in their home communities. Many have returned home from these annual
gatherings to labor with greater zeal and intelligence than hitherto.

It would be pleasing to God if far more of this practical instruction were given the church members
who attend our camp meetings, than has usually been given in years past. Our general workers and our
brethren and sisters in every conference should remember that one of the objects of our annual
gatherings is that all may gain a knowledge of practical methods of personal missionary work. This
phase of our camp meetings is outlined in Testimonies for the Church, volume 6, as follows:

"God has committed to our hands a most sacred work, and we need to meet together to receive
instruction, that we may be fitted to perform this work. We need to understand what part we shall
individually be called upon to act in building up the cause of God in the earth, in vindicating God's
holy law, and in lifting up the Saviour as 'the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.'
John 1:29. We need to meet together and receive the divine touch, that we may understand our work in
the home. Parents need to understand how they may send forth from the sanctuary of the home their
sons and daughters so trained and educated that they will be fitted to shine as lights in the world. We
need
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to understand in regard to the division of labor and how each part of the work is to be carried forward.
Each one should understand the part he is to act, that there may be harmony of plan and of labor in the
combined work of all."--Pages 32, 33.



"Properly conducted, the camp meeting is a school where pastors, elders, and deacons can learn to do
more perfect work for the Master. It should be a school where the members of the church, old and
young, are given opportunity to learn the way of the Lord more perfectly, a place where believers can
receive an education that will help them to help others. . . .

"The best help that ministers can give the members of our churches is not sermonizing, but planning
work for them. Give each one something to do for others. Help all to see that as receivers of the grace
of Christ they are under obligation to work for Him. And let all be taught how to work. Especially
should those who are newly come to the faith be educated to become laborers together with God. If set
to work, the despondent will soon forget their despondency; the weak will become strong, the ignorant
intelligent, and all will be prepared to present the truth as it is in Jesus. They will find an unfailing
helper in Him who has promised to save all that come unto Him."--Pages 49, 50.

In some of our conferences the leaders have hesitated to introduce these practical methods of
instruction. Some are naturally inclined to sermonize rather than to teach. But on such occasions as our
annual camp meetings we must never lose sight of the opportunities afforded for teaching the believers
how to do practical missionary work in the place where they may live. In many instances it would be

well to set apart certain men to carry the burden of different lines of educational work at these
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meetings. Let some help the people to learn how to give Bible readings and to conduct cottage
meetings. Let others bear the burden of teaching the people how to practice the principles of health and
temperance, and how to give treatments to the sick. Still others may labor in the interests of our
periodical and book work. And let chosen workers take a special interest in teaching many how to
handle Christ's Object Lessons and Ministry of Healing .

Many have never learned how to sell the books dedicated to the advancement of our institutional work.
But such should not excuse themselves. They should study diligently how they may do their part
faithfully in connection with the circulation of these precious books. Our schools and sanitariums must
be conducted on a high plane of efficiency, and a solemn responsibility rests upon us all to help place
these institutions on vantage ground by giving the relief books a wide circulation. God will be glorified
by everyone who takes an active interest in the work of placing these books in the hands of the
multitudes who are in need of the saving truths of the gospel.

The opportunity we have of doing good by striving to carry out the Lord's plan for the relief of our
schools and sanitariums has been presented to me over and over again in connection with the Southern
California Conference. The conditions there are unusually favorable for a long-continued effort to push
the sale of Christ's Object Lessons and Ministry of Healing . Our brethren and sisters in Southern
California should never weary of this plan for raising money to meet the debts that have accumulated.
The students of the Fernando school, and the nurses of the three sanitariums that have been established,

can ill afford to lose the precious experiences
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in missionary work that come to those who handle the relief books. And the conference can ill afford
to lose the results, spiritual as well as financial, that would accompany a continued effort of this sort.



But years have passed, and students who should have been gaining rich experiences in actual
missionary work have not been encouraged to launch out heartily in the sale of Christ's Object Lessons
. Church members in many places have daily met with strangers,--tourists, men and women of means
and influence,--and yet such opportunities as these for circulating Christ's Object Lessons and Ministry
of Healing have been allowed to pass by unimproved. Many honesthearted persons who could have
been reached by diligent, wholehearted effort have not been given the light of the third angel's
message.

Had the Lord's plan been followed, His name would have been glorified, and many spiritual victories
would have been won. Those having means would have been more able and willing to come up to the
help of the Lord when He was leading out in an extraordinary manner in the establishment of strong
medical missionary centers in the vicinity of great thoroughfares of travel. Students would have
received a training that would have greatly increased their efficiency as practical missionaries at home
and abroad. Churches would have been revived with spiritual blessings. Many would have been won to
the truth, and these would have brought into the cause their influence and their means.

In such places as Southern California, where thousands of tourists, many of them in search of health
and strength, are constantly coming and going, special and continuous efforts should be put forth to
scatter the bright rays of light and truth. The books Ministry of
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Healing and Christ's Object Lessons are peculiarly adapted for use in tourist centers, and everything
possible should be done to place copies of these works in the hands of those who have leisure and
inclination to read. Especially do those who are seeking for restoration of health need the book
Ministry of Healing . Every favor able opportunity for reaching this class is to be improved.

My heart has rejoiced as I have learned of a revival of the relief work in Southern California during the
past few months. At Loma Linda some of the nurses have been given a special training for the work of
selling Ministry of Healing; and as they have visited homes in the neighboring cities and villages, the
blessing of heaven has rested richly upon them, and favorable impressions have been made in behalf of
our people and their work.

At the Fernando school the teachers have recently led out in reviving an interest in the sale of Christ's
Object Lessons . Bands of students, after prayerful study of the book, have visited Los Angeles in
company with their teachers and have gained a sound, solid experience which they prize above silver
and gold. This kind of work is, in fact, one of the means God has ordained for giving our youth a
missionary training; and those who neglect to improve such opportunities lose out of their lives a
chapter of experience of the highest value. By entering heartily into this work, students can learn how
to approach with tact and discretion men and women in all walks of life, how to deal with them
courteously, and how to lead them to give favorable consideration to the truths contained in the books
that are sold.



Our greatest burden should be, not the raising of money, but the salvation of souls; and to this end we
should do all in our power to teach students how to lead
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souls to a knowledge of the third angel's message. When we are successful in the work of soulsaving,
those who are added to the faith will, in turn, use their ability in giving the truth to others. When we
labor diligently for the salvation of our fellow men, God will prosper our every effort.

To the presidents of conferences, and to others in positions of leading responsibility, I would say: Let
us do all in our power to impress upon the teachers connected with our educational institutions the
great value of the blessings in store for those who seek diligently to make the best possible use of the
gift, Christ's Object Lessons . Let us encourage the teachers to unite with many of their students in a
prayerful study of this book, preparatory to going out with them into active field work. Let us help the
educators to understand their responsibility in this matter. Let us do all we can to revive the Christ's
Object Lessons work and to inaugurate plans for an active campaign with Ministry of Healing .

As teachers and students engage heartily in this line of work, they will gain an experience that will fit
them to do valuable service in connection with our camp meetings. Through the instruction that they
can give to the believers in attendance, and through the sale of many books in the places where such
meetings are held, those who have been in the school will be able to do their part in reaching the
multitudes who need to be given the third angel's message. Let teachers and students nobly bear their
share of the burden of showing our own people how to communicate the message to their friends and
neighbors.

When we follow plans of the Lord's devising "we are laborers together with God." Whatever our
position,-- whether presidents of conferences, ministers, teachers,
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students, or lay members,--we are held accountable by the Lord for making the most of our
opportunities to enlighten those in need of present truth. And one of the principal agencies He has
ordained for our use is the printed page. In our schools and sanitariums, in our home churches, and
particularly in our annual camp meetings, we must learn to make a wise use of this precious agency.
With patient diligence chosen workers must instruct our people how to approach unbelievers in a
kindly, winning way and how to place in their hands literature in which the truth for this time is
presented with clearness and power.

My brethren and sisters, let us not become weary in well-doing. During His earthly ministry, Christ
traveled on foot from place to place. Wearied, as He ofttimes was, His human nature taxed to the
uttermost, yet He was ever ready to heal all who came unto Him, and to teach them the way of life
eternal. Though often physically exhausted, He left not His work. There was a world to be saved. He
made every sacrifice possible, in order that light and truth might shine forth.



The Lord God of Israel desires us to link up in holy union with Himself and exercise the living faith
that works by love and purifies the soul. He desires that we shall be a working corps of laborers
endowed with adaptability for His service, and to such He promises power to win a glorious victory for
Him.

Sanitarium, California, July 10, 1908 .

The men who stand as leaders in any part of the solemn work of the last gospel message must cultivate
and cherish broad views and ideas. It is the privilege of all who bear responsibilities in the work of the

gospel to

88

be apt learners in the school of Christ. The professed follower of Christ must not be led by the dictates
of his own will; his mind must be trained to think Christ's thoughts and enlightened to comprehend the
will and way of God. Such a believer will be a follower of Christ's methods of work.

Our brethren should not forget that the wisdom of God has made provision for our schools in a way
that will bring blessing to all who participate in the enterprise. The book Christ's Object Lessons was
donated to the educational work, that the students and other friends of the schools might handle these
books and by their sale raise much of the means needed to lift the school indebtedness. But this plan
has not been presented to our schools as it should have been; the teachers and students have not been
educated to take hold of this book and courageously push its sale for the benefit of the educational
work.

Long ago the teachers and students in our schools should have learned to take advantage of the
opportunity to raise means by the sale of Christ's Object Lessons . In selling these books the students
will serve the cause of God, and, while doing this, by the dissemination of precious light, they will
learn invaluable lessons in Christian experience. All our schools should now come into line and
earnestly endeavor to carry out the plan presented to us for the education of workers, for the relief of
the schools, and for the winning of souls to the cause of Christ.



Testimonies for the Church Volume Nine : Page 89
4. The Work in the Cities

"I heard the voice of the Lord saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I,
Here am I; send me." Isaiah 6:8.

Conditions in the Cities

There is coming rapidly and surely an almost universal guilt upon the inhabitants of the cities because
of the steady increase of determined wickedness. We are living in the midst of an "epidemic of crime"
at which thoughtful, God-fearing men everywhere stand aghast. The corruption that prevails is beyond
the power of the human pen to describe. Every day brings fresh revelations of political strife, bribery,
and fraud; every day brings its heartsickening record of violence and lawlessness, of indifference to
human suffering; of brutal, fiendish destruction of human life. Every day testifies to the increase of
insanity, murder, and suicide.

The cities of today are fast becoming like Sodom and Gomorrah. Holidays are numerous; the whirl of
excitement and pleasure attracts thousands from the sober duties of life. The exciting sports--
theatergoing, horse racing, gambling, liquor drinking and reveling--stimulate every passion to activity.
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The youth are swept away by the popular current. Those who learn to love amusement for its own sake
open the door to a flood of temptations. They give themselves up to social gaiety and thoughtless
mirth. They are led on from one form of dissipation to another, until they lose both the desire and the
capacity for a life of usefulness. Their religious aspirations are chilled; their spiritual life is darkened.
All the nobler faculties of the soul, all that link man with the spiritual world, are debased.

Through the working of trusts and the results of labor unions and strikes, the conditions of life in the
cities are constantly becoming more and more difficult.

The intense passion for money getting, the thirst for display, the luxury and extravagance--all are
forces that, with the great mass of mankind, are turning the mind from life's true purpose. They are
opening the door to a thousand evils. Many, absorbed in their interest in worldly treasures, become
insensible to the claims of God and the needs of their fellow men. They regard their wealth as a means
of glorifying self. They add house to house and land to land; they fill their homes with luxury, while all
about them are human beings in misery and crime, in disease and death.

By every species of oppression and extortion, men are piling up colossal fortunes, while the cries of
starving humanity are coming up before God. There are multitudes struggling with poverty, compelled
to labor hard for small wages, unable to secure the barest necessities of life. Toil and deprivation, with
no hope of better things, make their burden heavy. When pain and sickness are added, the burden is
almost unbearable. Care-worn and oppressed, they know not where to turn for relief.
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The Scriptures describe the condition of the world just before Christ's second coming. James the
apostle pictures the greed and oppression that will prevail. He says: "Go to now, ye rich men. ... Ye
have heaped treasure together for the last days. Behold, the hire of the laborers who have reaped down
your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are
entered into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton,;
ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he
doth not resist you." James 5:1-6.

This is a picture of what exists today. "Judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar
off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth faileth; and he that departeth
from evil maketh himself a prey." Isaiah 59:14, 15.

Even the church, which should be the pillar and ground of the truth, is found encouraging a selfish love
of pleasure. When money is raised for religious purposes, to what means do many churches resort? To
bazaars, suppers, fancy fairs, even to lotteries and like devices. Often the place set apart for God's
worship is desecrated by feasting and drinking, buying, selling, and merrymaking. Respect for the
house of God and reverence for His worship are lessened in the minds of the youth. The barriers of
self-restraint are weakened. Selfishness, appetite, the love of display, are appealed to, and they
strengthen as they are indulged.

From age to age the Lord has made known the manner of His working. When a crisis has come, He has
revealed Himself and has interposed to hinder the working out of Satan's plans. With nations, with
families, and with individuals He has often permitted matters to
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come to a crisis, that His interference might become marked. Then He has made it manifest that there
is a God in Israel who will maintain His law and vindicate His people.

In the antediluvian world human agencies brought in all manner of devisings and ingenious practices
to make of no effect the law of Jehovah. They cast aside His authority because it interfered with their
schemes. As in the days before the Flood, so now the time is right upon us when the Lord must reveal
His omnipotent power. In this time of prevailing iniquity we may know that the last great crisis is at
hand. When defiance against God's law is almost universal, when His people are oppressed and
afflicted by their fellow men, the Lord will interpose.

Satan is not asleep; he is wide awake to make of no effect the sure word of prophecy. With skill and
deceptive power he is working to counterwork the expressed will of God, made plain in His word. For
years Satan has been gaining control of human minds through subtle sophistries that he has devised to
take the place of the truth. In this time of peril, rightdoers, in the fear of God, will glorify His name by
repeating the words of David: "It is time for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have made void Thy law."
Psalm 119:126.



The Judgments of God on our Cities

While at Loma Linda, California, April 16, 1906, there passed before me a most wonderful
representation. During a vision of the night, I stood on an eminence, from which I could see houses
shaken like a reed in the wind. Buildings, great and small, were falling to the ground. Pleasure resorts,
theaters, hotels, and the homes of the
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wealthy were shaken and shattered. Many lives were blotted out of existence, and the air was filled
with the shrieks of the injured and the terrified.

The destroying angels of God were at work. One touch, and buildings, so thoroughly constructed that
men regarded them as secure against every danger, quickly became heaps of rubbish. There was no
assurance of safety in any place. I did not feel in any special peril, but the awfulness of the scenes that
passed before me I cannot find words to describe. It seemed that the forbearance of God was exhausted
and that the Judgment day had come.

The angel that stood at my side then instructed me that but few have any conception of the wickedness
existing in our world today, and especially the wickedness in the large cities. He declared that the Lord
has appointed a time when He will visit transgressors in wrath for persistent disregard of His law.

Terrible as was the representation that passed before me, that which impressed itself most vividly upon
my mind was the instruction given in connection with it. The angel that stood by my side declared that
God's supreme rulership and the sacredness of His law must be revealed to those who persistently
refused to render obedience to the King of kings. Those who choose to remain disloyal must be visited
in mercy with judgments, in order that, if possible, they may be aroused to a realization of the
sinfulness of their course.

Throughout the following day I pondered the scenes that had passed before me and the instruction that
had been given. During the afternoon we journeyed to Glendale, near Los Angeles; and the following
night [ was again instructed regarding the holiness and binding
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claims of the Ten Commandments and the supremacy of God above all earthly rulers.

I seemed to be in an assembly, setting before the people the requirements of God's law. I read the
scriptures regarding the institution of the Sabbath in Eden at the close of the creation week, and
regarding the giving of the law at Sinai; and then declared that the Sabbath is to be observed "for a
perpetual covenant" as a sign between God and His people forever, that they may know that they are
sanctified by the Lord, their Creator.

Then I further dwelt upon the supreme rulership of God above all earthly rulers. His law is to be the
standard of action. Men are forbidden to pervert their senses by intemperance or by yielding their
minds to satanic influences, for this makes impossible the keeping of God's law. While the divine
Ruler bears long with perversity, He is not deceived and will not always keep silence. His supremacy,
His authority as Ruler of the universe, must finally be acknowledged and the just claims of His law
vindicated.



Much more instruction regarding the long-sufferance of God and the necessity of arousing
transgressors to a realization of their perilous position in His sight was repeated to the people, as
received from my instructor.

On April 18, two days after the scene of falling buildings had passed before me, I went to fill an
appointment in the Carr Street Church, Los Angeles. As we neared the church we heard the newsboys
crying: "San Francisco destroyed by an earthquake!" With a heavy heart I read the first hastily printed
news of the terrible disaster.

Two weeks later, on our homeward journey, we passed through San Francisco and, hiring a carriage,
spent an hour and a half in viewing the destruction
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wrought in that great city. Buildings that were thought to be proof against disaster were lying in ruins.
In some instances buildings were partially sunken in the ground. The city presented a most dreadful
picture of the inefficiency of human ingenuity to frame fireproof and earthquake-proof structures.

Through His prophet Zephaniah the Lord specifies the judgments that He will bring upon evildoers:

"I will utterly consume all things from off the land, saith the Lord. I will consume man and beast; I will
consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the stumbling blocks with the wicked;
and I will cut off man from off the land, saith the Lord."

"And it shall come to pass in the day of the Lord's sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the
king's children, and all such as are clothed with strange apparel. In the same day also will I punish all
those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters' houses with violence and deceit. . . .

"And it shall come to pass at that time, that I will search Jerusalem with candles, and punish the men
that are settled on their lees: that say in their heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will He do evil.
Therefore their goods shall become a booty, and their houses a desolation: they shall also build houses,
but not inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, but not drink the wine thereof.

"The great day of the Lord is near, it is near, and hasteth greatly, even the voice of the day of the Lord:
the mighty man shall cry there bitterly. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day
of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a
day of the trumpet and
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alarm against the fenced cities, and against the high towers. And I will bring distress upon men, that
they shall walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the Lord: and their blood shall be
poured out as dust, and their flesh as the dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver
them in the day of the Lord's wrath; but the whole land shall be devoured by the fire of His jealousy:
for He shall make even a speedy riddance of all them that dwell in the land." Zephaniah 1:2, 3, 8-18.

God cannot forbear much longer. Already His judgments are beginning to fall on some places, and
soon His signal displeasure will be felt in other places.



There will be a series of events revealing that God is master of the situation. The truth will be
proclaimed in clear, unmistakable language. As a people we must prepare the way of the Lord under
the overruling guidance of the Holy Spirit. The gospel is to be given in its purity. The stream of living
water is to deepen and widen in its course. In all fields, nigh and afar off, men will be called from the
plow and from the more common commercial business vocations that largely occupy the mind, and
will be educated in connection with men of experience. As they learn to labor effectively they will
proclaim the truth with power. Through most wonderful workings of divine providence, mountains of
difficulty will be removed and cast into the sea. The message that means so much to the dwellers upon
the earth will be heard and understood. Men will know what is truth. Onward and still onward the work
will advance until the whole earth shall have been warned, and then shall the end come.
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A Present-Day Work

More and more, as the days go by, it is becoming apparent that God's judgments are in the world. In
fire and flood and earthquake He is warning the inhabitants of this earth of His near approach. The
time is nearing when the great crisis in the history of the world will have come, when every movement
in the government of God will be watched with intense interest and inexpressible apprehension. In
quick succession the judgments of God will follow one another--fire and flood and earthquake, with
war and bloodshed.

Oh, that the people might know the time of their visitation! There are many who have not yet heard the
testing truth for this time. There are many with whom the Spirit of God is striving. The time of God's
destructive judgments is the time of mercy for those who have had no opportunity to learn what is
truth. Tenderly will the Lord look upon them. His heart of mercy is touched; His hand is still stretched
out to save, while the door is closed to those who would not enter.

The mercy of God is shown in His long forbearance. He is holding back His judgments, waiting for the
message of warning to be sounded to all. Oh, if our people would feel as they should the responsibility
resting upon them to give the last message of mercy to the world, what a wonderful work would be
done!

Behold the cities, and their need of the gospel! The need of earnest laborers among the multitudes of
the cities has been kept before me for more than twenty years. Who are carrying a burden for the large

cities? A few have felt the burden, but in comparison with the
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great need and the many opportunities but little attention has been given to this work.

In the Cities of the East

Instruction has been given me that the message should go again with power in the cities in the Eastern
States. In many of the large cities of the East the first and second angels' messages were proclaimed
during the 1844 movement. To us, as God's servants, has been entrusted the third angel's message, the
binding-off message, that is to prepare a people for the coming of the King. We are to make every
effort to give a knowledge of the truth to all who will hear, and there are many who will listen. All
through the large cities God has honest souls who are interested in what is truth.



Time is short; the Lord desires that everything connected with His cause shall be brought into order.
He desires that the solemn message of warning and of invitation shall be proclaimed as widely as His
messengers can carry it. Nothing that would hinder the advance of the message is to be allowed to
come into our plans. "Repeat the message, repeat the message," were the words spoken to me over and
over again. "Tell My people to repeat the message in the places where it was first preached, and where
church after church took their position for the truth, the power of God witnessing to the message in a
remarkable manner."

For years the pioneers of our work struggled against poverty and manifold hardships in order to place
the cause of present truth on vantage ground. With meager facilities, they labored untiringly, and the
Lord blessed their humble efforts. The message went with power in the East and extended westward
until centers of influence
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had been established in many places. The laborers of today may not have to endure all the hardships of
those early days. The changed conditions, however, should not lead to any slackening of effort. Now,
when the Lord bids us proclaim the message once more with power in the East, when He bids us enter
the cities of the East and of the South and of the West and of the North, shall we not respond as one
man and do His bidding? Shall we not plan to send our messengers all through these fields and support
them liberally? Shall not the ministers of God go into these crowded centers and there lift up their
voices in warning the multitudes? What are our conferences for, if not for the carrying forward of this
very work?

A beginning has been made in proclaiming the third angel's message in the city of Washington and in
other cities of the South and the East; but in order to meet the mind of the Lord, we shall have to plan
for the carrying forward of a far-reaching and systematic work. We must enter into this work with a
perseverance that will not allow of any slackening of our efforts until we shall see of the salvation of
God.

In Portland, Maine; in Boston and the towns round about; in New York and the populous cities close
by; in Philadelphia and Baltimore and Washington, the Lord desires us to proclaim the third angel's
message with power. We cannot exercise this power ourselves, but we can choose men of capability
and urge them to go into these avenues of opportunity and there proclaim the message in the power of
the Holy Spirit. We must plan to place in these cities capable men who can present the third angel's

message in a manner so forcible that it will strike home to the heart. Men who can do this work
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we cannot afford to gather into one place to do a work that others might do.

As these workers talk the truth and live the truth, and pray for the advancement of the truth, God will
move upon hearts. As they work with all the strength that God grants them, and in humility of heart put
their entire trust in Him, their labors will not be without fruit. Their determined efforts to bring souls to
a knowledge of the truth for this time will be seconded by holy angels, and many souls will be saved.



Liberality in Missionary Effort

The Southern States are to have the light of present truth. Do not say: "Our printing offices and our
churches need more help. We need all the means that we can get to carry on the work in hand." One
after another has shut the door to certain lines of missionary effort for fear that this work would
consume means which they desired for other enterprises. My brethren, you need more of the Spirit of
Christ. Let your standard be raised higher; then those who are newly converted to the truth will
understand that they have a work to do. In this way the means for the carrying on of the work will be
always increasing.

Can we expect the inhabitants of the cities to come to us and say: "If you will come to us and preach,
we will help you to do thus and s0"? What do they know of our message? Let us do our part in warning
these people who are ready to perish unwarned and unsaved. The Lord desires us to let our light so
shine before men that His Holy Spirit can communicate the truth to the honest in heart who are seeking
after Him.

As we do this work we shall find that means will flow
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into our treasuries, and we shall have funds with which to carry on a still broader and more far-
reaching work. Souls who have wealth will be brought into the truth and will give of their means to
advance the work of God. I have been instructed that there is much means in the cities that are
unworked. God has interested people there. Go to them; teach them as Christ taught; give them the
truth. They will accept it. And as surely as honest souls will be converted, their means will be
consecrated to the Lord's service, and we shall see an increase of resources.

Oh, that we might see the needs of these cities as God sees them! At such a time as this every hand is
to be employed. The Lord is coming; the end is near, yea, it hasteth greatly! In a little while we shall be
unable to work with the freedom that we now enjoy. Terrible scenes are before us, and what we do we
must do quickly.

A Motive For Service

Recently in the night season I was awakened from sleep and given a view of the sufferings of Christ
for men. His sacrifice, the mockery and derision He received at the hands of wicked men, His agony in
the Garden of Gethsemane, His betrayal and crucifixion -- all were vividly portrayed before me.

I saw Christ in the midst of a large company of people. He was seeking to impress their minds with His
teachings. But He was despised and rejected by them. Men were heaping upon Him abuse and shame.
My distress was very great as I looked upon the scene. I pleaded with God: "What is to be done with

this congregation? Will none give up their exalted opinions of self and seek
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the Lord as little children? Will none break their hearts before God in repentance and confession?"



There was presented to me Christ's agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, when the mysterious cup
trembled in the Redeemer's hand. Father, if it be possible," He prayed, "let this cup pass from Me:
nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt." Matthew 26:39. As He pleaded with the Father, great
drops of blood fell from His face to the ground. The elements of darkness were gathered about the
Saviour to discourage His soul.

Rising from the ground, Christ went to the place where He had left His disciples, bidding them watch
and pray with Him lest they be overcome with temptation. He would see if they understood His agony;
He needed their human sympathy. But He found them sleeping. Three times He went thus to them, and
each time they were asleep.

Three times the Saviour prayed: "Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me." It was here that
the destiny of a lost world trembled in the balance. Should He refuse to drink the cup, the result would
be eternal ruin to the human race. But an angel from heaven strengthened the Son of God to accept the
cup and drink its bitter woe.

How few there are who realize that all this was borne for them individually! How few who say: "It was
for me, that / might form a character for the future immortal life."

As these things were presented to me so vividly, I thought, I shall never be able to present this subject
before the people as it is;" and I have given you only a faint representation of what was shown me. As |
have thought of that cup trembling in the hands of Christ;
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as I have realized that He might have refused to drink, and left the world to perish in its sin, I have
pledged that every energy of my life should be devoted to the work of winning souls to Him.

Christ came to the earth to suffer and die, that, through the exercise of faith in Him and the
appropriation of His merits, we might become laborers together with God. It was the Saviour's purpose
that after He ascended to heaven to become man's intercessor, His followers should carry on the work
that He had begun. Shall the human agent show no special interest in giving the light of the gospel
message to those who sit in darkness? There are some who are willing to go to the ends of the earth in
order to carry the light of truth to men, but God demands that every soul who knows the truth shall
seek to win others to the love of the truth. If we are not willing to make special sacrifices in order to
save souls that are ready to perish, how can we be counted worthy to enter into the city of God?

There is an individual work to be done for each one of us. I know there are many who are placing
themselves in right relation to Christ, whose one thought is to bring the message of present truth before
the people of the world. They stand continually ready to offer their services. But my heart aches when I
see so many who are satisfied with a cheap experience, an experience that costs them but little. Their
lives say that for them Christ has died in vain.

If you do not feel that it is an honor to be a partaker of the sufferings of Christ; if you feel no burden of
soul for those who are ready to perish; if you are unwilling to sacrifice that you may save means for the
work that is to be done, there will be no room for you in the kingdom
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of God. We need to be partakers with Christ of His sufferings and self-denial at every step. We need to
have the Spirit of God resting upon us, leading us to constant self-sacrifice.



Get Ready

"Behold, I come quickly," Christ declares; "and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as
his work shall be." Revelation 22: 12. The Lord at His coming will scrutinize every talent; He will
demand interest on the capital He has entrusted. By His own humiliation and agony, by His life of toil
and His death of shame, Christ has paid for the service of all who have taken His name and profess to
be His servants. All are under deepest obligation to improve every capability for the work of winning
souls to Him. "Ye are not your own," He says; "for ye are bought with a price;" therefore glorify God
by a life of service that will win men and women from sin to righteousness. 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20. We
are bought with the price of Christ's own life, bought that we may return to God His own in faithful
service.

We have no time now to give our energies and talents to worldly enterprises. Shall we become
absorbed in serving the world, serving ourselves, and lose eternal life and the everlasting bliss of
heaven? Oh, we cannot afford to do this! Let every talent be employed in the work of God. Those who
receive the truth are, by their efforts, to increase the number of men and women who shall be laborers
together with God. Souls are to be enlightened and taught to serve God intelligently; they are to be
continually increasing in the knowledge of righteousness.

All heaven is interested in the carrying forward of the work that Christ came to the world to do.
Heavenly
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agencies are opening ways for the light of truth to shine to the dark places of the earth. Angels are
waiting to communicate to those who will take hold of the work that has been pointed out to us for
years. Shall we not manifest an interest to set in operation ways and means for the opening up of city
work? Many opportunities have been lost through neglecting to do this work at once, through failing to
go forward in faith. The Lord says: "Had you exercised faith in the messages I have sent, there would
not be such a lack of workers and of means for their support."

The coming of Christ is near and hasteth greatly. The time in which to labor is short, and men and
women are perishing. Said the angel: "Should not the men who have had great light co-operate with
Him who sent His Son to the world to give light and salvation to men?" Shall men who have received
the knowledge of the truth line upon line, precept upon precept, here a little and there a little, show but
little appreciation of Him who came to the earth that His divine power might be the heritage of every
believing soul? It was thus that the divinity of Christ was to become effectual in the salvation of the
race, and the intercession of our great High Priest avail before the throne of God. The plan was devised
in heaven. Shall those who have been bought with such a price fail of appreciating the great salvation?



The Lord cannot commend the people who, professing godliness, professing to believe in the soon
coming of Christ, leave the cities unwarned of the judgments that are soon to fall on the land. Those
who do 