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Product Dimensions: 7.9 x 5.2 x 0.9 inches

Shipping Weight: 12.6 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:   (4 customer reviews)

Amazon.com Sales Rank: #500,918 in Books (See Bestsellers in Books)

 Would you like to update product info or give feedback on images?

Inside This Book (learn more)

First Sentence:
ANY DISCUSSION OF the problems relating to Messianism is a delicate matter, for it is here that the essential conflict between Judaism
and Christianity has developed and continues to exist. Read the first page

Key Phrases - Statistically Improbable Phrases (SIPs): (learn more)

mystical apostasy, necessary apostasy, mystical heresy, unredeemed world, anarchic element, holy sparks, lekh lekha, utopian content,
individual redemption, mystical reasons, magen david, utopian element

Key Phrases - Capitalized Phrases (CAPs): (learn more)

Baal Shem, Sabbatai Zevi, Science of Judaism, Tree of Life, Middle Ages, Tree of Knowledge, Nathan of Gaza, Lurianic Kabbalah,
Rabbi of Polnoye, Written Torah, God of Israel, Jacob Frank, Holy One, End of Days, Isaac Luria, Rabbi Baer, Seal of Solomon,
Maggid of Mezritch, Jewish Messianism, First Cause, Gottlieb Wehle, Jacob Joseph of Polnoye, Day of the Lord, French Revolution,
God Himself
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Exclusion and Hierarchy: Orthodoxy, Nonobservance, and the Emergence of Modern Jewish Identity (Jewish Culture and Contexts) by
Adam S. Ferziger on 4 pages

Common Prayers: Faith, Family, and a Christian's Journey Through the Jewish Year by Harvey Cox on 4 pages

Jewish Mysticism: An Introduction by J. H. Laenen on page 279, page 281, and page 282

Resisting History: Historicism and Its Discontents in German-Jewish Thought (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the
Modern World) by David N. Myers in Back Matter (1), Back Matter (2), and Back Matter (3)
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Most Helpful Customer Reviews

 7 of 7 people found the following review helpful:

 Messianism, Antinomianism, and Jewish Spirituality,
November 28, 2004

By Nicq MacDonald  (Sioux Falls, SD United States) - See all my reviews

Gershom Scholem, recognized as one of the foremost academic scholars of
Jewish mysticism of the 20th century, presents here an excellent series of
essays exploring the crises caused by fits of messianism in Judaism,
especially the Sabbatian crisis.
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The essays include:

Toward an Understanding of the Messianic Idea in Judaism- details the
concept of the messiah (mosiach) in the Hebrew exoteric traditions
throughout history.

The Messianic Idea in Kabbalism- explores the origins of kabbalistic
messianism in Isaac Luria and how this paved the way for Sabbatai Zevi.

The Crisis of Tradition in Jewish Mysticism- discusses the antinomian
tendencies of messianic movements (esp. in the Sabbatians and
post-Sabbatians, such as the Frankists and the Donme) and how Jewish law
is abridged by proclamations of a new law, which is further advanced in the
next essay,

Redemption through Sin- a more thorough look at antinomianism in
Judaism, and how it stems from the idea of Spiritual Torah vs. Written
Torah.

Further essays explore the Donme movement in greater detail, takes a look
at a rare Sabbatian will from a Sabbatian who lived in New York in the
1800's, further essays on Hasidism and it's retort to Messianism, as well as
the mystical aspects of Devekut (Hasidic "Cleaving to God"), and further
essays in Jewish scholarship and an essay on the birth of the Star of David
as a Jewish symbol.

Highly recommended to all parties interested in more advanced scholarship
in Kabbalah and Jewish Heresy.

 Comment | Permalink | Was this review helpful to you?    
(Report this)

 4 of 6 people found the following review helpful:

 Discourse on Messianic Judiasm, April 3, 2005

By A. J. Valasek  (Clemmons, NC United States) - See all my reviews
   

The large majority of this book discusses the rise and fall of messianism
through the medieval period and how it affects Judaism today. There are
also other essays present that discuss the history of the Star of David
symbolism and the mystical golems.

The author presents the case of how Sabbatianism and Hasidism influenced
the messianic themes that are prevalent in today's Judiasm. Some of the
more interesting readings cover the notion of Sabbatianism and its
transformation to a sect that believes in a messiah that pointed the way to
redemption through sin as a result of its heretical leadership.

Identifying some of the religious inadequacies of Sabbatianism and how
they gave rise to Hasidism and the notion of a messianism that focuses on
self and personal redemption, the author presents a plausible argument
worthy of serious debate for years to come.

 Comment | Permalink | Was this review helpful to you?    
(Report this)

  Fascinated, November 12, 2008

By A. Gross  (Phila, PA USA) - See all my reviews
   

A fascinating collection of lectures. The discussion of some of the more
bizarre, and yet intellectual followers of Shabtai Zvi into the 20th century
is amazing. I had never understood antinomianism, but Scholem explains
the thinking and rationale behind it brilliantly.

 Comment | Permalink | Was this review helpful to you?    
(Report this)
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› See all 4 customer reviews...
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