"»The Fmai Generatlon
by?-M t Andreasen

A (7 ﬁérﬂ/z/ /ﬁr Zhose VVho Dare

The Final Generation

by M.L. Andreasen

C(he final demonstration of what the
gospel can do in and for humanity is still
in the future. Christ showed the way. He
took a human body and in that body dem-
onstrated the power of God. Men are to
follow His example and prove that what
God did in Christ, He can do in every

human being who submits He will take the

to Him. The world is
awaiting this demonstra-
tion. See Romans 8:19.

weakest of the
weak, those bear-

ing of truth and righteousness is superior
to that revealed in the Word. It is not easy
to decide which is the greater error.
That the Bible inculcates holiness
is indisputable. "The very God of peace
sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be pre-
served blameless unto the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ."
1 Thessalonians 5:23. "Fol-
low peace with all men, and ho-

When it has been accom- 1@ the sins of their liness, without which no man

plished, the end will come. ~ forefathers, and in
God will have fulfilled His  them show the
plan. He will have shown power of God... It

shall see the Lord." Hebrews
12:14 "For this is the will of
God, even your sanctification."

Himself true and Satan a  will become evident ! Thessalonians 4:3 The

liar. His government will ¢ alf that the
gospel really can
save to the utter-

stand vindicated.

There is much spu-
rious doctrine concerning
holiness taught in the world
today. On the one hand are those who
deny the power of God to save from sin.
On the other hand are those who flaunt
their sanctity before men and would have
us believe that they are without sin.
Among the first class are not only unbe-
lievers and skeptics; but church members
whose vision does not include victory over
sin, but who accept a kind of compromise
with sin. In the other class are such as
have no just conception either of sin or of
God's holiness, whose spiritual vision is
so impaired that they cannot see their own
shortcomings and hence believe them-
selves perfect, and whose conception of
religion is such that their own understand-

most.

Greek word (hagios) in its vari-
ous forms is translated sanc-
tify, holy, holiness, sanctified,
sanctification. It is the same
word which is used for the two
apartments of the sanctuary and means
that which is set apart for God. A sanc-
tified person is one who is set apart for
God, whose whole life is dedicated to
Him.

Forgiveness and Cleansing

The plan of salvation must of ne-
cessity include, not only forgiveness of sin,
but also complete restoration. Salvation
Jfrom sin is more than forgiveness of sin.
Forgiveness presupposes sin and is condi-
tioned upon breaking with it; sanctifica-
tion is"separation from sin and indicates
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deliverance from its power and victory over
it. The first is a means to neutralize the
effect of sin; the second is a restoration of
power for complete victory.

Sin, like some diseases, leaves
man in a deplorable condition - weak,
despondent, disheartened. He has little
control of his mind, his will fails him, and
with the best of intentions he is unable
to do what he knows to be right. He
feels that there is no hope. He knows
that he has himself to blame, and re-
morse fills his soul. To his bodily ailments
is added the torture of conscience. He
knows that he has sinned and is to blame.
Will no one take pity on him?

Then comes the gospel. The good
news is preached to him. Though his sins
be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool. All is forgiven. He
is "saved". What a wonderful deliverance
it is! His mind is at rest. No longer does
his conscience torment him. He has been
forgiven. His sins are cast into the depths
of the sea. His heart wells with praise to
God for His mercy and goodness to him.

As a disabled ship towed to port is
safe but not sound, so the man is "saved"
but not sound. Repairs need to be made
on the ship before it is pronounced sea-
worthy, and the man needs reconstruction
before he is fully restored. This process
of restoration is called sanctification and
includes in its finished product body, soul,
and spirit. When the work is finished, the
man is "holy", completely sanctified, and
restored to the image of God. It is for this
demonstration of what the gospel can do
for a man that the world is looking.

In the Bible both the process and
the finished work are spoken of as sanctifi-
cation. For this reason the "brethren" are
spoken of asholy and sanctified, though they
have not attained to perfection. See 1
Corinthians 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1; Hebrews
3:1. A glance through the epistles to the
Corinthians will soon convince one that the
saints there mentioned had their faults.
Despite this, they are said to be "sanctified"

and "called to be saints". The reason is that
complete sanctification is not the work of a
day or of a year, but of a lifetime.

Sanctification begins the moment
a person is converted and continues
through life. Every victory hastens the
process. There are few Christians who
have not gained the mastery over some
sin that formerly greatly annoyed them and
overcame them. Many a man who has
been a slave to the tobacco habit has
gained the victory over the habit and re-
joices in his victory. Tobacco has ceased
to be a temptation. It attracts him no more.
He has the victory. On that point he is
sanctified. As he has been victorious
over one besetment, so he is to become
victorious over every sin. When the work
is completed, when he has gained the
victory over pride, ambition, love of the
world - over all evil - he is ready for
translation. He has been tried in all
points. The evil one has come to him
and found nothing. Satan has no more
temptations for him. He has overcome
them all. He stands without fault be-
fore the throne of God. Christ places
His seal upon him. He is safe, and he
is sound. God has finished His work in
him. The demonstration of what God can
do with humanity is complete.

Thus it shall be with the last gen-
eration of men living on the earth.
Through them God's final demonstra-
tion of what He can do with human-
ity will be given. He will take the weak-
est of the weak, those bearing the sins
of their forefathers, and in them show
the power of God. They will be sub-
jected to every temptation, but they
will not yield. They will demonstrate
that it is possible to live without sin --
the very demonstration for which the
world has been looking and for which
God has been preparing. It will be-
come evident to all that the gospel
really can save to the uttermost. God
is found true in His sayings. ...

Throughout the history of the
world, God has had His faithful ones.
They have endured affliction and great
tribulation. But even in the midst of Sa-
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_The bright yellow Turbo-Beaver
slanted sharply, swiftly, down into the val-
ley. The small plane's shadow, close be-
low it, rippled over the forest canopy of
the steep slope. Splashing down in mid-

| river, the float plane taxied quickly to a

makeshift dock close to a group of tents.

Three men, several hundred
yards upstream on a gravel bar, watched
as a small figure emerged from the air-
craft and jumped from one of its floats
to the dock and then to shore. More fig-
ures moved around the aircraft. Min-
utes later, the aircraft moved away from
the dock. Gaining midstream, the air-
craft surged forward under full power,
lifted gracefully into the brilliant July
sunshine, water streaming from its
floats. The three men watched it climb
out of the river valley and turn south,
gaining altitude to clear the Mackenzie
mountains on its way to Mayo. The men
then returned to their work.

Dennis and I had been working

together that morning, digging bench-

mark holes in the permafrost. We were

d part of a six man crew building a river-
| gauging station on the Snake River in

the northern Yukon. The other crew
members were working further up-river

at various sites. Suddenly the cook ran

 up, fear and urgency pushing the words
out: "Pat's hurt. Errol has him in the boat

by camp!" We dropped our tools and ran
to where the zodiac was beached.

The foreman had already radioed
the floatplane base in Mayo, 175 miles
to the south, and a plane was on its way.
We moved Pat onto a cot and carried
him up to camp. He was white-faced
and in pain, but he was not bleeding
badly. We talked with him, and he smiled
in response to some of our comments
intended to cheer and reassure him.

 Errol and Pat had been falling,
limbing, and bucking trees. Pat had lost
his footing while using the chainsaw and
the saw had caught him on one thigh. Errol
had helped Pat into the zodiac and brought
him down to camp. After bandaging his
wounds, there was nothing left for us to
do but wait for the plane. The foreman
sent three of us out to get dry logs we
could use to improve the existing dock for
future use. We were up-river doing that
when the aircraft came in for Pat.

Pat was 20 years old, small to
medium in height, with long brown hair.
We had worked together for a couple
of months, ate together, shared the same
discomforts of sleeping under canvas
and fighting blackflies and mosquitoes.
He was friendly and outgoing, and when
he wasn't working, he enjoyed partying.
When work ended late in the year, he
returned to his home in a small interior
town, where, among other things, he
raced snowmobiles. He was saving his
money to buy a house.

The accident happened on
Wednesday morning. We learned later
by radio that he was doing well in hospi-
tal in Mayo. On Saturday morning, the
Trans North Otter came in and landed
on the river - something which it had not
done before as it was hazardous for the
larger plane to land on the river because
of hidden gravel bars and shifting wind
currents. Art, the second foreman, called
us down to the river bank. With no pre-
amble, he said, "Pat died this morning."
Someone cursed - a jarring, terribly out
of place oath. Most of us stood in stunned
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silence. Pat had eaten breakfast in the
hospital that morning and was going to
be released later that day to fly to
Kamloops. A nurse, looking in on him a
short time later, found him dead. Pat was
going home now, but he would never see
it. When snowfall came this fall, he would
not be racing snowmobiles as he had in
years past. And that house he had been
saving for would never be his.

A few evenings later, Errol and I
walked along the riverbank to finish
clearing trees for a helicopter landing site.
Errol of the red beard and leprechaun
face - joking, always laughing Errol. But
he was quiet and serious now. He said,
"Pat was thinking about becoming a
Christian." What could I say? I was a
new Christian myself and knew that pro-
bation for Pat was closed. Perhaps he
had made peace with God before the
end. Only the Lord knows.

But those words echo and re-echo
in my mind: "...thinking of becoming a
Christian... thinking of becoming a Chris-
tian..." I can never forget them. They
sound again when I see young people
apparently intent on everything except
a relationship with God. I hear them
when I see older people satisfied with
religious forms or pseudoscientific theo-
ries about man's origin and destiny.
Those words challenge me to evaluate
the depth and authenticity of my own
religious experience.

I visualize a Stranger standing
outside a door, knocking for permission
to enter. I picture Christ looking at the
beauty of Jerusalem bathed in the set-
ting sun, tears running down His cheeks
as He said "...how often would I have
gathered thy children together, even as
a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not.” Matt 23:37.
And the conviction grips my heart that
for all of us, now is the day to make or
to renew the surrender of our lives to
God's care and to His service. We have
no promise or assurance for tomorrow.

AL

Ken Anderson, B.A. L.L.B.
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tan's buffetings they have, as the apostle Paul says, through faith "wrought right-
eousness". "They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins: being destitute
afflicted, tormented; (of whom the world was not worthy): they wandered in deserts,
and in the mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth." Hebrews 11:33,37-38

And in addition to this galaxy of faithful witnesses, many of whom were
martyrs for their faith, God will have in the last days a remnant, a "little flock", in
and through whom He will give to the universe a demonstration of His love, His
power, His justice, which, if we exempt Christ's godly life on earth and His su
preme sacrifice on Calvary, will be the most sweeping and conclusive demonstra
tion of all ages of what God can do in men.

It is in the last generation of men living on the earth that God's power unto
sanctification will stand fully revealed. The demonstration of that power is God's
vindication. It clears Him of any and all charges which Satan has placed against
Him. In the last generation God is vindicated and Satan defeated. This may need
some further amplification. ‘

Rebellion in Heaven

The rebellion which took place in heaven and introduced sin into the uni-
verse of God must have been a fearful experience both for God and for the
angels. Until this time all had been peace and harmony. Discord was unknown;
only love prevailed. Then unholy ambitions stirred the heart of Lucifer. He de- '
cided that he wanted to be like the Most High. He would exalt his throne above ;
the stars of God; he would sit "upon the mount of congregation, in the sides of the ‘
north." Isaiah 14:12-14. This declaration of intent was tantamount to an attemptto
depose God and usurp His place. It was a declaration of war. Where God sat, worst
Satan would sit. God accepted the challenge.

"There was war in heaven: Michael and His angels fought against the dragon;
and the dragon fought and his angels." Revelation 12:7. The outcome could have
been foreseen. Satan and his angels "prevailed not; neither was their place found
any more in heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called
the devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the
earth, and his angels were cast out with him." Verses 8-9

Though Satan was defeated, he was not destroyed. By his act of rebellion,
he had declared God's government at fault, and by the setting up of his own
throne, he had made claim to greater wisdom or justice than God. These claims
are inherent in rebellion and in the establishment of another government. God
could ill afford not to give Satan an opportunity to demonstrate his theories. To
remove every doubt in the minds of the angels - and later of man - God must let
Satan go on with his work. And so Satan was permitted to live and set up his -
government. For the last six thousand years he has been giving the universe a f
demonstration of what he will do when he has the opportunity...

Lucifer

In heaven, Lucifer had been one of the covering cherubs. See Ezekiel 28:14
This refers to the two angels who in the Most Holy Apartment of the sanctuary
stood on the ark, covering the mercy seat. This was doubtless the highest office an

... Continued on page 5
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angel could occupy, for the ark and the mercy seat were in the
immediate presence of God. These angels were the special
guardians of the law. They watched over it, as it were. Lucifer
was one of them.

Ezekial 28:12 contains an interesting statement con-
cerning Lucifer: "Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom,
and perfect in beauty." The meaning of the expression, "Thou
sealest up the sum," is not entirely clear. The reading is capa-
ble of varied interpretations. It seems evident, however, that
the intent is to show the high position and exalted privilege
that were Satan's before he fell. He was a kind of prime
minister, a keeper of the seal.

As in an earthly government a document or law must
have a seal attached to it in order to be valid, so in God's gov-
ernment a seal is used. God seems to have apportioned to the
angels their work, the same as He has given to man his work.
One angel is in charge of the fire. See Revelation 14:18. An-
other angel has charge of the "seal of the living God." Revela-
tion 7:2. Although, as stated above, the reading of Ezekial 28:12
is not entirely clear, some feel justified in translating it, "Thou
attachest the seal to the ordinance." If this position is tenable, if
Lucifer were prime minister and keeper of the seal, it gives an
additional reason why he should wish to substitute his own mark
for that of God's seal when he left his first abode.

That Satan has been very active against the law is evi-
dent. If God's law is a transcript of His character, and if this
character is the very opposite of Satan's, Satan stands ‘con-
demned by it. Christ and the law are one. Christ is the law lived
out, the law become flesh. For this reason, His life constitutes a
condemnation. When Satan warred against Christ, he warred
also against the law. When he hated the law, he also hated
Christ. Christ and the law are inseparable. ...

When Christ died on the cross He had demonstrated in
His life the possibility of keeping the law. Satan had not suc-
ceeded in leading Christ into sin. Possibly he did not expect to
be able to do that. But if he could have induced Christ to use
His divine power to save Himself, he would have accomplished
much. Had Christ done so, Satan could have claimed that this
invalidated the demonstration God intended to make, namely,
that it was possible for men to keep the law. As it was, Satan
was defeated. But till the very last he continued the same tac-
tics. Judas hoped Christ would free Himself, thus using His
divine power to save Himself. On the cross Christ was taunted:
"He saved others; Himself He cannot save." But Christ did not
falter. He could have saved Himself, but He did not. Satan was
baffled. He could not understand. But he knew that when Christ
died without his having been able to make Him sin, his own
doom was sealed. In His death Christ was victor.

But Satan did not give up. He had failed in his conflict
with Christ, but he might yet succeed with men. So he "went

to make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the
commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus
Christ." Revelation 12;17. Ifhe could overcome them, he might
not be defeated.

God's Demonstration

The demonstration which God intends to make with
the last generation on earth means much, both to the people
and to God. Can God's
law really be kept? This
is the vital question.
Many deny that it can be
done; others glibly say it
can. When the whole
question of command-
ment keeping is consid-
ered, the problem as-
sumes large proportions.
God's law is exceedingly
broad; it takes cognizance of the thoughts and intents of the
heart. It judges motives as well as acts, thoughts as well as
words. Commandment keeping means entire sanctifica-
tion, a holy life, unswerving allegiance to right, entire
separation from sin, and victory over it. Well may mortal
man cry out, "who is sufficient for these things!"

Let us say it reverently: God must meet Satan's chal-
lenge. It is not God's plan, or a part of His purpose, to subject
men to tests that only a chosen few can survive. In the Gar-
den of Eden, God subjected Adam and Eve to the lightest test
conceivable. No one can say that our first parents fell be-
cause the test was too hard for them. When they fell, it was
not because the test was hard or because they had not been
provided with strength to resist. The temptation was not held
before them constantly. Satan was not permitted to molest
them everywhere. He had access to them at only one place,
namely at the tree of knowledge. That place they knew. They
could stay away from it if they wanted to. Satan could not
follow them everywhere. If they went where Satan was, it
was because they wanted to. But even if they went there to
examine the tree, they need not have remained there. They
could walk away. And even if Satan offered them the fruit,
they need not take it. But they took it and ate. And they ate
because they wanted to, not because they had to. They delib-
erately transgressed. There was no excuse. God could not
have devised an easier test.

When God commands men to keep His law, it does not
serve the purpose He has in mind to have only a few men
keep it, just enough to show it can be done. It is not in line
with God's character to pick outstanding men of strong pur-

... Continued on Page o
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pose and superb training, and demonstrate through them
what He can do. It is much more in harmony with His plan
to make His requirements such that even the weakest need
not fail, so that none can ever say that God demands that
which can be done by only a few. It is for this reason that
God has reserved His greatest demonstration for the last
generation. This generation bears the result of accumulated
sins. If any are weak, they are. If any suffer from inherited
tendencies, they do. If any have an excuse because of weak-
ness of any kind, they have. If therefore, these can keep the
commandments, there is no excuse for any one in any other
generation not doing so also. i

But this is not enough. God intends in His demonstra-
tion to show, not merely that ordinary men of the last genera-
tion can successfully pass a test such as He gave to Adam
and Eve; but that they can survive a test much harder than
such as falls to the lot of common men. It will be a test com-
parable to the one Job passed through, and approaching that
which the Master underwent. It will test them to the utmost.

"Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen
the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender
mercy." James 5:11. Job passed through some experiences
that will be repeated in the lives of the chosen ones of the last
generation. It may be well to consider them.

Job's Test

Job was a good man. God trusted him. Day by day he
offered sacrifices for his sons. "It may be that my sons have
sinned," he said. Job 1:5. He was prosperous and enjoyed the
blessings of God.

R — Then came "a day when the
sons of God came to present
themselves before the Lord,
and Satan came also among
them." Job 1:6. A conversation
is recorded between the Lord
~ and Satan that concerned Job.
_ TheLord says that Job is a good
~_ man, which Satan does not
: * deny, but urges that Job is God-
fearing merely because it pays him to be so. He states that if
God will take away His mercies, Job will curse God. The
statement is in the form of a challenge, and God accepts it.
Satan is given permission to take away Job's property and
otherwise to cause him sorrow, but not to touch Job himself.
Satan immediately proceeds to do what he is permitted to do.
Job's property is all swept away, and his children are killed.

When this happened, "Job arose, and rent his mantle,

and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and

worshipped, and said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb,
and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord

hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this ~

Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly." Job 1:20-22

Satan is defeated, but he makes another attempt. At
the next meeting with the Lord, without admitting defeat, he
claims that he had not been permitted to touch Job himself. If
he had, he claims, Job would have sinned. The statement is
again a challenge, and God accepts it. Satan is given permis-
sion to torment Job, but not to take his life. He immediately
departs on his mission.

All that the evil one can do, Satan does to Job. But Job
stands fast. His wife counsels him to give up, but he does not
waver. Under intense physical pain and mental anguish he
remains steadfast. Again it is recorded that Job stood the
test. "In all this did not Job sin with his lips." Job 2:10. Satan is
defeated and does not appear any more in the book.

In the succeeding chapters in the book of Job we are
given a little insight into the struggle going on in Job's mind. He
is greatly perplexed. Why has all this calamity come upon him?
He is not conscious of any sin, Why, then, should God afflict
him? He, of course, does not know of the challenge of Satan.
Neither does he know that God is depending upon him in the
crisis through which he is passing. All he knows is that out of a
clear sky disaster has come upon him till he is left without fam-
ily or property, and with a loathsome disease that nearly over-
whelms him. He does not understand, but he retains his integ-
rity and faith in God. This God knew he would do. This Satan
said he would not do. In the challenge God won.

Humanly speaking, Job had not deserved the punish-
ment that came to him. God Himself says it was without
cause. "Thou movest Me against him, to destroy him without
cause." Job 2:3. The whole experiment can, therefore, be jus-
tified only by considering it as a specific test devised for a
specific purpose. God wanted to silence Satan's charge that
Job served God only for profit. He wanted to demonstrate
that there was at least one man whom Satan could not con-
trol. Job suffered as a result of it, but there seemed to be no
other way. A reward was afterward given him.

Job's case is recorded for a purpose. While we grant
its historicity, we believe that it has also a wider meaning.
God's people in the last days will pass through an experience
similar to Job's. They will be tested as he was; they will have
every earthly stay removed; Satan will be given permission to
torment them. In addition to this, the Spirit of God will be
withdrawn from the earth and the protection of earthly gov-
ernments removed. God's people will be left alone to battle
with the powers of darkness. They will be perplexed, as was
Job. But they, as did he, will hold fast their integrity. In the last
generation God will stand vindicated. In the remnant Satan
will meet his defeat. The charge that the law cannot be kept
will be met and fully refuted. God will produce not only one or
two who keep His commandments, but a whole group, spo-
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ken of as the 144,000. They will reflect the image of God
fully. They will have disproved Satan's accusation against the
government of heaven.

The Last Generation

' go?;:ﬁitgzge:;ggn ’ God is ready for the
e challenge. He has bided
‘.’?t?d'hf‘hemm{mm His time. The supreme
~Satan will meet his exhibition has been re-
- defeat. The charge that served until the final con-
_ the law cannot be kept test. Out of the last gen-
_ will be met and fully eration God will select
refuted. His chosen ones. Not the

strong or the mighty, not
the honored or the rich, not the wise or the learned, but
common, ordinary people will God take, and through and
by them make His demonstration. Satan has claimed that
those who in the past have served God have done so from
mercenary motives, that God has pampered them, and that
he, Satan has not had free access to them. If he were given
full permission to press his case, they also would be won over.
But he charges that God is afraid to let him do this. "Give me
a fair chance," Satan says, "and I will win out."

" And so, to silence forever Satan's charges; to make it
evident that His people are serving Him from motives of loy-
alty and right, without reference to reward; to clear His own
name and character of the charges of injustice and arbitrari-
ness; and to show to angels and men that His law can be kept
by the weakest of men under the most discouraging and most
untoward circumstances, God permits Satan in the last gen-
eration to try His people to the utmost. They will be threat-
ened, tortured, persecuted. They will stand face to face with
death in the issuance of the decree to worship the beast and
his image. See Revelation 13:15. But they will not yield. They
are willing to die rather than to sin.

God removes His spirit from the earth. Satan will have
a greater measure of control than he has ever had before.
True, he may not kill God's people, but that seems to be the
only limitation. And he uses every permission he has. He knows
what is at stake. It is now or never.

God, to make the demonstration complete, does one
more thing. He hides Himself. The sanctuary in heaven is
closed. The saints cry to God day and night for deliverance,
but He appeéars not to hear. God's chosen ones are passing
through Gethsemane. They are having a little taste of Christ's
experience those three hours on the cross. Seemingly, they
must fight their battles alone. They must live in the sight of a
holy God without an intercessor.

But though Christ has finished His intercession, the saints
are still the object of God's love and care. Holy angels watch
over them. God provides them shelter from their enemies; He
provides them with food, shields them from destruction, and

supplies grace and power for holy living. See Psalm 91. Yet
they are still in the world, still tempted, afflicted, tormented.

Will they stand the test? To human eyes it seems
impossible. If only God would come to their rescue, all
would be well. They are determined to resist the evil one.
If need be they will die, but they will not sin. Satan has no
power - and never has had - to make any man sin. He
can tempt, he can seduce, he can threaten; but he cannot
compel. And now God demonstrates through the weakest
of the weak that there is no excuse, and never has been
any, for sinning. If men in the last generation can suc-
cessfully repel Satan's attack; if they can do this with all
odds against them and the sanctuary closed, what ex-
cuse is there for men's ever sinning?

The 144,000

In the last generation, God gives the final demonstration
that men can keep the law of God, and that they can live without
sinning. God leaves nothing undone to make the demonstration
complete. The only limitation put upon Satan is that he may not kill
the saints of God. He may tempt them, he may harass and threaten
them; and he does his best. But he fails. He cannot make them sin.
They stand the test, and God puts His seal upon them.

Through the last generation of saints God stands finally
vindicated. Through them He defeats Satan and wins His case.
They form a vital part of the plan of God. They go through the
terrific struggles; they battle with unseen powers in high places.
But they have put their trust in the Most High, and they will not
be ashamed. They have suffered hunger and thirst, but now
"they shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat. For the
Lamb which is in the midst

The matter of greatest
importance in the uni-
verse is not the salva-

of the throne shall feed  tion of men, important
them, and shall lead them  as that may seem. The
unto living fountains of  most important thing is
waters: and God shallwipe  the clearing of God's
away all tears from their  pame from the false
eyes."” Revelation 7:16,17 ‘ . o
They "follow the g;i:ftm“ madeby

Lamb whithersoever He

goeth." Revelation 14:4.

When at last the doors of the temple shall swing open, a voice
shall sound forth: "Only the 144,000 enter this place." Early
Writings, p. 19. By faith they have followed the Lamb here.
They have gone with Him into the holy place; they have fol-
lowed Him into the Most Holy. And in the hereafter, only
those who have thus followed Him here will follow Him there.
They will be kings and priests. They will stand in the unveiled

... Continued on page 8
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presence of God. They shall follow Him "whithersoever He
goeth." They will not only be "before the throne of God" and
"serve Him day and night in His temple," but they will sif with
Him in His throne, even as He also overcame, and is set down
with His Father in His throne. See Revelation 7:15; 3:21.

The matter of greatest importance in the universe is
not the salvation of men, important as that may seem. The
most important thing is the clearing of God's name from
the false accusation made by Satan. The controversy is draw-
ing to a close. God is preparing His people for the last great
conflict. Satan is also getting ready. The issue is before us and
will be decided in the lives of God's people. God is depending
upon us as he did upon Job. Is His confidence well placed?...

May the church of God appreciate the exalted privilege
given her! "Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord." Isaiah 43:10.
There must be "no strange god among you; therefore ye are My
witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God." Isaiah 43:12. May we
be witnesses indeed, testifying what God has done for us!

All this is closely connected with the work of the Day
of Atonement. On that day the people of Israel, having con-
fessed their sins, were completely cleansed. They had al-
ready been forgiven: now sin was separated from them. They
were holy and without blame. The camp of Israel was clean.

We are now living in the great antitypical day of the cleans-
ing of the sanctuary. Every sin must be confessed and by faith
be sent beforehand to judgment. As the high priest enters into
the Most Holy, so God's people now are to stand face to face
with God. They must know that every sin is confessed, that no
stain of evil remains. The cleansing of the sanctuary in heaven is
dependent upon the cleansing of God's people on earth. How
important, then, that God's people be holy and without blame! In
them every sin must be burned out, so that they will be able to
stand in the sight of a holy God and live with the devouring fire.
"Hear, ye that are near, acknowledge My might. The sinners in
Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who
among us shall dwell with the devouring fire? Who among us
shall dwell with everlasting burnings? He that walketh righteously,
and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions,
that shaketh his hands from the holding of bribes, that stoppeth
his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing
evil; he shall dwell on high: his place of defence shall be the
munitions of rocks; bread shall be given him; his waters shall be
sure." Isaiah 33:13-16. K

Excerpted From: The Sanctuary Service, 299-321

M.L. Andreason (1876 0 1962) was prominent in Adventist administrative
and educational circles. He taught at the Seventh-Day Adventist Theologi-
cal Seminary (1938-1949) and served as Field Secretary of the General
Conference (1941-1950).
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by Don Anderson

@,ll that we as Christians experience stems from the beau-
tiful fact that God “put” us (mankind) into Christ (1 Cor 1:30).
We are corporately connected to Adam and also to Christ
(Rom 5:12-21, 1 Cor 15:22). What Adam did affected the
entire human race. Likewise Christ’s act of mercy miracu-
lously affected the entire human race; “For God so loved the
World...” (Jn 3:16). Christ’s birth, life, death, resurrection,
and present ministry in heavenisa “gift” (Eph 1:3-2:10). When
we say yes to these realities, Christ’s “history”” becomes our
history through experience. We totally identify with Him, be-
cause He totally identified with the human race. Our life of
heart-felt faith becomes a continual expression of “Not I, but
Christ” (Gal 2:20). Therefore, by faith “In Christ” we keep
the Sabbath (Matt 11:28-30, Heb 4:1-13). To knowingly
not keep the Sabbath is to deny our standing in Christ; to say
“No” to the reality of us “in Him” (Tit 1:16).

Christ is the source of all creation (Col 1:16). The
seventh-day Sabbath was instituted at the end of the crea-
tion week. Christ blessed it, ceased from His creative work,
and set it apart from the other six workdays (Ex 20:8-11,
Deut 5:12-15). Christ did not rest because He was tired,
but because His work was perfect, complete, and finished
(Gen 1:31,2:1-3, Heb 4:4). Itis unscriptural to refer to the
Sabbath as “Jewish”. It belongs to God and was made for
mankind (Mk 2:27).

Had Christ designed humans to simply keep any one
of seven days He would have given the Levites another day
of rest for they worked the hardest on the Sabbath. The
Sabbath and marriage covenants were made before the Fall.
Had sin not occurred, the whole world would yet be keep-
ing Christ’s rest, and not practicing divorce. Both of these
covenants have been sadly mistreated.

The Sabbath was Adam and Eve’s first full day of life.
Adam started his life by resting or “entering” into what Christ
had already created. Adam was healthy, happy, and totally
dependent upon Christ for everything. From this biblical per-
spective the Sabbath rest becomes the very foundation of the
glorious truth of righteousness by faith. By resting in Christ,

...Continued on Page 24
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Z;wé:s 7 Three Sabbaths

-The Papal Sabbath
by E. J. Waggoner

@ne can in truth speak of sabbaths in the plural only as
one can speak of many gods. “There is no God but one.
For though there be that are called gods, whether in heaven
or on earth; as there are gods many, and lords many; yet to
us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and
we unto Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom
are all things, and we through Him.” (1 Corinthians 8:4-6)
So, though there be various sabbaths, so called, there is
but one true Sabbath, the Sabbath of the Lord.

The Lord’s Sabbath

The word “Sabbath” means rest. It is a Hebrew
word transferred into the English language. The Hebrews
used the word “Sabbath; ” it conveyed the same idea to
them that the word “rest” does to us. The fourth com-
mandment therefore really says to us:

“Remember the rest day, to keep it holy. Six days
shalt thou labor, and do all thy work; but the sev-
enth day is the rest of the Lord thy God; in it thou
shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy
daughter, thy man servant, nor thy maid servant, nor
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gate; for
in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea
and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day;
wherefore the Lord blessed the rest day and hal-
lowed it.”(Exodus 20:8-11)

We must not make the mistake of judging the Lord’s
rest from what men are accustomed to call rest. God is not
aman. We should rather learn from God’s rest what rest
really is. God’s rest is not mere physical rest from weari-
ness. This we know from two facts:

1. “Godis Spirit.” (John 4:24) Not “a spirit,”
as though He were one of many; but He is
Spirit, as it is rendered in the margin of the
Revised Version.

2. “The everlasting God, the Lord, the Crea-
tor of the ends of the earth, fainteth not,
neither is weary.” (Isaiah 40:28) The Lord
therefore did not rest because He was tired,

Q{?{’ﬁ?
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and His rest is not physical, but spiritual,
since He is Spirit. “They that worship Him
must worship Him in Spirit and in truth.”
(John 4:23)

God rested, not because He was weary, but because
His work was finished. When work is finished, and is well
done, nothing but rest remains. In six days God finished His
work, and as He surveyed it, He pronounced it “very
good.” There was no flaw init. It was without fault before
Him. Therefore since God’s work was done and well done
at the close of the sixth day, “He rested on the seventh day
from all His work which He had made.” He had no sad
reflections, no regrets. His rest was not marred, as what
man calls rest so often is, by any such thought as:

& “To-morrow I must go at that work
again;” nor,

@ “I wish I had done this portion a little
differently;” nor,

& “If1 could do that over again, I could
make an improvement;” nor,

& “That last day’s work was so bad that [
can not bear to look at it; I was so tired
when I got to it that I couldn’thalfdo it.”

Nothing of the kind. Every portion of the work, even
man, was as perfect as it was possible for it to be, and God
took pure delight in contemplating the work from which He
was resting, because it was complete and perfect.

This is the rest which He offers to us. It is not some-
thing He imposes on us, but which He in everlasting love
and kindness gives to us. Rest is not a task that is laid on
one. Itis notaburden. They who look upon the Sabbath
as a burden, have no idea of what the Sabbath of the Lord
is. Itisrest, perfect unalloyed rest.

Jesus Christ is the One by whom the worlds were
made, “for in Him were all things created, in the heavens, and
upon the earth,” therefore He is the One who offers us this
rest. To every soul He cries, “Come unto Me, all ye that
labor and are heavy laden, and [ will give yourest.” (Mat-
thew 11:28) Therest is found in Him, because in Him the
works of God are completed. In Him is the new creation,
and ifany man be in Him, he is anew creature. (2 Corinthians
5:17) Onthe cross Jesus cried, “It is finished,” (John 19:30)
thus showing that in His cross we find that perfect rest that
comes alone from the finished work of the Lord.

This rest is gained by faith. “We which believe do
enter into rest.” (Hebrews 4:3) How so?—Because by

... Continued on Page i
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faith we have the finished, perfect work of the Lord as
our own. “This is the work of God, that ye believe on
Him whom He hath sent.” (John 6:29) Believing Him
means receiving Him; and since in Him the works of
God are complete, it follows that by believing on Him
we find the rest.

The rest that Jesus gives is rest from sin. The heavy
laden whom He calls to Him are those who are burdened
with the weight of their sins. All men are thus burdened,
“for all have sinned.” (Romans 3:23)

Our best works are utterly

is the seventh day (Genesis 2:1-3), the day on which
He has rested from all His works. That day He has blessed
sanctified, made holy. Its holiness has never departed
from it, for “whatsoever God doeth, it shall be forever.”
(Ecclesiastes 3:14) No matter what man does, nor how
man regards the day, its holiness remains.

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of
God;” (Hebrews 4:9) and the seventh day, which God for-
ever declares to be His rest, is that by which He makes
known to us the perfection of His rest, because it calls us to
contemplate a finished and perfect new creation. It reveals
to us the everlasting God, the
unwearied, almighty Creator, Who

worthless. Christ will have a peo-
ple who are “zealous of good works”
(Titus 2:14-15); but the good works
must be those which God Himself
has wrought for us in Christ. Only
His work is enduring. “His work is
honorable and glorious; and His
righteousness endureth forever.”
(Psalm 111:3). Therefore:

" & “by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of
God; not of works, lest any
man should boast. For we are
His workmanship, created in
Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath be-

A man may cease from physical toil
_ on the seventh day of the week, and
not keep the Sabbath of the Lord. If
‘a man stops work on Friday evening
_atsunset, and abstains from all labor

until the next day at sunset, merely
as a form of worship, and in order
that he may be physically better able
to go at his work again, or with the
thought that he is thereby discharg-
ing a duty, and gaining the favor of

- God, that is not keeping the Sabbath
of the Lord. To keep the Sabbath of

the Lord is to delight in the Lord.
(Isaiah 58:14) Those who do not
delight themselves in the Lord, do
not keep His Sabbath, no matter

has wrought and laid up great
goodness for them that trust in Him
before the sons of men. (Psalm
31:19) It reminds us that we are
“complete in Him, which is the
head of all principality and
power.” (Colossians 2:10)

It tells us that, although we have
sinned, and brought the curse on
God’s perfect creation, the cross
of Christ, which bears the curse,
restores and perpetuates the per-
fect work of God, so that through
it we many stand without fault be-
fore the throne of God, just as when
man was first made. “Thanks be
unto God for His unspeakable

fore prepared that we should
walk in them.” (Ephesians
2:8-10)

& It is “not by works done in righteousness,
which we did ourselves, but according to His
mercy He saved us, through the washing of re-
generation and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which
He poured out upon us richly, through Jesus Christ
our Saviour.” (Titus 3:5-6)

It is by the works of God, therefore, that we are saved,
and not by our own. Good works there are in abundance,
and they are for us too, but through no work of our own,
solely through the perfect work of God in Jesus Christ. If
the works were our own, then the rest would be our own;
but God gives us His rest, not ours, because only His works
can yield perfect rest. “He hath made His wonderful works
to be remembered” (Psalm 111:4), or, literally, “He hath
made a memorial for His wondrous works.”” That memorial

when they abstain from labor.

gift.” (2 Corinthians 9:15)
The Jewish Sabbath

There is such a thing as “the Jewish sabbath,” or
the sabbath of the Jews, but it is a far different thing from
the Sabbath of the Lord. Many people imagine that if
one observes the seventh day, he is keeping the Jewish
sabbath; but that does not at all follow. No one keeps the
Jewish sabbath if he keeps the Sabbath “according to the
commandment.” (Luke 23:56; Romans 16:26) There is
the same difference between the Jewish sabbath and the
Sabbath of the Lord that there is between a man and God.
Let us explain:

“The seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord;” (Exo-
dus 20:10; Deuteronomy 5:14) but we have seen that the
Lord’s rest is spiritual rest, which the seventh day com-
memorates. A man may cease from physical toil on the

Continued on page 3
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~ Is Coming
- But When?

By Dennis Priebe

@ n August 13 and 14, 1999, Vancouver Central
SDA Church and Amazing Discoveries hosted an inspiring
weekend series featuring Elder Dennis Priebe, speaker for
Amazing Facts of California.

The series was very well attended by members from
surrounding churches, and the message was a powerful ad-
monition and lesson on what is sin, what was the nature of
Christ, and what is possible for us. Audio and video tapes are
available of his messages and are a must for every Adventist
serious about preparing for and hastening the soon coming of
Jesus Christ. Many were impressed with Elder Priebe's mes-
sage and touched by the seriousness of the times we live in.

On the following pages, we have printed a summary of
the opening night of Priebe's presentation, but first, by way of
introduction, we have re-printed an edited version ofhis per-

sonal mission statement as found in 7he Inside Re-
port, March 1987 issue, Vol 5, No. 3
published by Amazing
Facts:

"C{s Jesus really coming soon? Christians have been
saying so for over 140 years, but life goes on as usual, with

‘wars, famine, poverty, violence, deadly diseases, and space

travel taking the headlines of our daily news. No headline has
yet reported the sighting of
Jesus Christ with hosts of
angels on the horizon. Are
Christians chasing an elusive
dream? Are the millions of
people around the world who
call Christianity the opiate of
the masses really right?

My family and I have
dedicated our ministry with
Amazing Facts to the proposi-
tion that Christians have not been deluded in believing that Jesus is
returning to this planet very soon. We believe that, in spite of the daily
newspaper headlines, His return could be sooner than anyone really
thinks. Yes, we are fully aware that life seems to go on with few
changes from year to year. But we share a conviction that the rea-
son Jesus hasn't returned yet is not due to the failure in God's prom-

ises, but to a failure on the part of people who call themselves Chris-

A {7 tiansto demonstrate what true Christianity really is.
Jesus has been waiting many years to finish the horrors ~
, of sin on this planet, but His people have been insubordinate.
% They have called themselves by His name, but they have shown

the character of Satan all too frequently. They have been an-
gry, jealous, proud, bitter, depressed, self-righteous, legalistic,
careless, and backbiting far too often, and those watching have
not seen very much of the character of Christ revealed through
them. In short, Christians have been insubordinate to their
Master, and have succeeded in delaying His return for many
years. The plan of salvation cannot come to a final conclusion
until Christians who live in the end-time demonstrate by their
daily lives what allegiance to Christ really means. Loving obe-
dience is the rarest of jewels and the watching universe needs
to see if it is really possible on a mass basis.

Although the work of evangelism is vitally important to
Christianity and must be carried on with all possible energy,
evangelism alone will not bring us to the second coming of
Christ. Newborn Christians must become mature Christians,
for only mature Christians can demonstrate the loving obedi-
ence of mature Christianity. Only mature Christians will be
able to stand rock-solid for God when Satan turns loose his
full arsenal of weapons against God's people.

..My family and I have joined Amazing Facts (not to
be confused with Amazing Discoveries) to help it achieve the
goal of nurturing newborn Christians into mature Christianity.
Our ministry is directed primarily toward those who have al-
ready made their commitment to Christ, but who want to grow
into the fullest possible relationship with Him.

We accept invitations from churches across North America
for weekend or weeklong series on the subject of righteousness
by faith. It is our deep conviction that the only way God's people
will ever fulfill their divine commission of preparing the way so that
Jesus can return is through a clear understanding and a corre-
sponding experience of the total gospel of Christ our Saviour.

As is usual in matters of such importance, Satan has
succeeded in confusing minds by introducing counterfeit ver-
sions of the gospel. To prevent any final demonstration of the
glory and power of God in sinful human beings, Satan has caused
honest, sincere Christians to believe many false versions of the
gospel of Christ. He has caused some to think that the cross of
Christ makes obedience unnecessary; that Christians need only
accept forgiveness and rejoice in their salvation, while neglect-
ing God's holy law and its requirements. He has caused others
to think they must perform innumerable acts to prove they are
good enough for heaven. By these and other false gospels,
Satan has succeeded all too well in burying the true gospel
under the mouldering mounds of tradition.

As we hold revival seminars in churches around North
America, we attempt to expose some of these false gospels, so
that God's people will have a clearer understanding of true right-
eousness by faith. However, just to understand the gospel cor-
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rectly is not enough. Mature Christians must learn to /ive the gos-
pel , so that the whole world will witness the miracle of loving,
obedient Christians demonstrating what the way of Christ really is.
) As we have met with church groups on the west coast,
we have been delighted to see the interest this subject has gener-
ated. Maturing Christians are reaching out for fuller knowledge
of this vital subject So many individuals have come to us ex-
pressing their desire to be a part of God's final movement, to
prepare the way for Christ to return. It is this positive response
which has convinced us that perhaps the second coming is not
very far in the future. In fact, it may be sooner than we think.
E Our interest in God's final message of preparation has led us to
sell our home, buy a motor home, and take this message to any
group wishing to study deeply into God's Word.... Our seminars

are based on my book, Face to Face With the Real Gospel.
Yes, Jesus will be coming soon, if God's professed fol-
lowers stop only playing church, and instead turn every bit of
their energy toward preparing a highway in the desert so the
King of kings may ride through His suffering planet.

Maranatha, and we hope to meet you soon." K
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Face to Face
With the Real Gospel

By Dennis Priebe

Tc'jil/ghteousness by faith is probably the most impor-
tant of all biblical subjects and lies at the foundation of any

discussion regarding how men and women are saved. But
what is righteousness by faith and how does it relate to the
gospel? We have had much controversy within the Seventh-
day Adventist Church over these questions... In South Af-
~ rica, Francis Campbel, a former union conference presi-
dent, attempted to pinpoint the specific areas of controversy
in these words: "The denomination has never been able to
define clearly its position on the nature of Christ, perfection,
original sin - areas which are vital to an understanding of
righteousness by faith. As a result various streams of theol-
ogy exist within the church, leaving our members in a state
of confusion." (Sharon Herbey, "Exodus from Adventism,"
Evangelica, February 1982, p. 23).... We have been told
that our church must be judged by the gospel. I accept that
challenge. The gospel lies at the heart of Christianity, and
without the gospel there would be no point or purpose in
Sabbath keeping. But what is the gospel? This is the critical
question that has been pounding at the consciousness of
pastors, teachers and laymen.

I propose that there are two versions of the gospel
being proclaimed within Adventism as follows, outlined from
presupposition to conclusion, in the hope that doing so will
explain why some men and women are having a crisis of
conscience with Seventh-day Adventist teaching... Perhaps
the greatest good to come from this outline will be the clari-
fication of the opposing position so that you will be better
prepared, individually, to study the Bible and our modem
inspired source - the writings of Ellen White - to determine
which of the two systems of belief will be your gospel. For
ultimately it must come to that - you must make a decision
based on Bible study and prayer.

You see, in the past it has been relatively easy to iden-
tify the "offshoot" groups and stay within the mainstream of
Adventism. Not many have followed the voices of the Shep-
herd's Rod or the Reformed Adventists. But now we have
two gospels within the mainstream of Adventism, which makes
the choice much more difficult.... What we once thought to be
one track of truth stretching out before us has been seen only

lately as two tracks, diverging more and more widely until we
have found ourselves at this crisis point. At the heart of my
proposal is the deep conviction that these two tracks are to-
tally incompatible with each other, that compromise or har-
mony between them is logically impossible, and that one st
make a choice between the two systems. Let us look at these
rival claimants to the title "gospel" with the hope that the real
gospel will be able to stand up confidently.

The Gospel as Defined in '""New' or "Reformation"
Theology

In Geoffrey Paxton's challenging book, The Shaking of
Adventism, he says that Seventh-day Adventists rejected right-
eousness by faith in 1888 because we rejected the historic doc-
trine of original sin. He identifies original sin as the foundational
principle of Reformation theology. (pp. 98-114) Now original sin
is simply the beliefthat we are guilty before God because of our
birth as sons and daughters of Adam. We are guilty by nature,
before any choice of good or evil enters the picture. Our con-
demnation comes from Adam; we are guilty because of our in-
herited depraV1ty "There is guilt in evil desires, even when re-

: s . sisted by the will." (Desmond

Ifi in splte af growmg Ford, "The Relationship Be-

spiritually during a tween the Incamationand Right-

 lifetime of tru stmg eousness by Faith," in Docu-
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relying less on our  Conference on Righteousness
own efforts,weare by Faith,p.28)

justas gullty at age o According to this view, sin

and guilt apply to nature, and
the gospel must deal with the
reality of guilt as a part of the
nature of man which can never
be removed until we are given
new bodies at Christ's second
coming, when mortality puts on
immortality. In this view, weak-
‘ness, imperfection, and tenden-
- ciesaresin. Itis an interesting
and 51gn1ﬁcant p01nt that the Reformers built their doctrine of
original sin on the premise of predestination, which teaches that
God leaves some men to suffer and die in their sinful and guilty
natures while He elects to send His saving grace to others through
the gospel. These two doctrines fit together naturally. Thus, it is
abit strange that while predestination has been rejected by many
Christians today, original sin is still seen as the foundation of
correct gospel teaching.

. :;s1xty as we were at
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The Nature of Christ

Now to the next step, proceeding from this premise:
What kind of human being must Christ be, if He is going to
be both human and sinless? Obviously this point of view
emphasizes He must have a sinless nature, totally unlike the
nature you and I inherit from birth. Sometimes this position
is referred to as "the nature of Adam before the fall," or
prelapsarian nature. Some statements made by those who
hold this view will help to clarify the point: "For Christ to be
the second or last Adam He... must possess a sinless Hu-
man Nature." "To teach that Christ was possessed of sinful
propensities is to teach that He Himself was a sinner in need
ofa Saviour." (/bid., p.32)

According to this belief, sinful nature involves guilt in
the sight of God. Hence it is absolutely imperative that Christ
have no connection with our sinful nature. But how can this
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be, since Christ had a human mother? Here is one answer:
"The substance of Mary was moulded into a perfect nature
for our Lord just as in the beginning the Holy Spirit took
chaos and made a perfect world." (/bid., p. 34) In other
words, Mary's genetic deficiencies were altered so that she
would pass on only a perfect heredity to Christ, completely
unlike the heredity we receive from our parents.
Justification

The next step in this 'new theology" involves our ex-
perience. It reasons this way: Since we are guilty by nature
and since we will retain this nature until glorification and since
we continue to be guilty after our conversion and since we
sin even in the good deeds we do (because selfishness taints
our best efforts, and, even in the very act of overcoming sin
we may be guilty), therefore, according to this view, we must
focus on justification rather than on sanctification. We must
look to an imputed righteousness outside of us at all times,
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since whatever is within us is corrupted by original sinand a
depraved heredity.

Thus in this line of thought, the gospel is justification,
the righteousness of Christ credited to our account. Right-
eousness by faith becomes justification only, while sanctifi-
cation is basically good advice. This must be so, it is argued,
since anything which is corrupted with original sin can never
participate in a perfect righteousness by faith. Thus we are
forensically, legally righteous, while we are actually inwardly
guilty at all times. We must always emphasize Christ's work
for us rather than the Holy Spirit's work in us.

Perfection

Finally, in the "new theology" the basic premise of sinas
depraved nature leads to an inevitable conclusion regarding
perfection of character. If our essential guilt resides in our na-
ture, the nature with which we were born and if we retain this
nature until death or translation, then it becomes patently clear
that there should be no talk of perfection, overcoming as Jesus
overcame, or sinlessness in this life. If, in spite of growing spir-
itually during a lifetime of trusting Jesus more and relying less
on our own efforts, we are just as guilty at age sixty as we
were at age eighteen, then the words "character perfection”
are meaningless and ought to be dropped qulckly from our
spiritual vocabularies. s s o

Thus the repu-
diation of the possibil-
ity of moral perfection
in this life is aneces-
sary corollary to the
doctrine of original sin.
In this line of thought,
every effort to attain
moral perfection re-
sultsin legalism and a
denial of righteousness '
by faith. Even after the close of probation the characters of
God's people will be defective in faith, hope, and love. Since
the only meaning of sinlessness is a totally sinless nature, for
the "new theology" that will never happen until glorification.

The above few lines summarize the gospel according to
one well-developed and carefully articulated system of belief
which is found both within and outside Adventism. It is consist-
ent from its presuppositions to its conclusions, and I believe that
if you begin with the foundational premises of this system, you
must logically end with its conclusions. That is one reason the
so-called reformation theology has become so attractive tomany

longtime Adventists. So, if we desire to be logical and biblical,
are we forced to accept this understanding of the gospel, with
other options being both illogical and unbiblical?

I believe that the true gospel, the gospel of Jesus Christ
and Paul, is based on different presuppositions and leads to
different conclusions. I believe that this is the only gospel that
deals adequately with the great cosmic issues in the contro-
versy between God and Satan. I believe that this is the only
gospel which will provide security and hope for the Seventh-
day Adventist Church and for individuals asking the age-old
question, what must I do to inherit eternal life? What follows
then, is a short summary of the other way of understanding the
gospel promised in the Old Testament and realized in the New.

The Gospel as Defined in Adventism

The basic presupposition of this gospel is that the
heart of the cosmic controversy between God and Satan
revolves around the issue of free choice and whether Satan
has misrepresented God in his damming accusations. God
took terrible risks with the universe to protect freedom of
choice and to give created beings an opportunity to judge
whether He was really what Satan made Him out to be.

Why did God allow the misery of sin? Because of
the worthlessness of forced obedience and the necessity of
the possibility to sin if righteousness was to be possible.
After Adam sinned and lost his freedom of choice, Jesus,
"the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" (Revela-
tion 13:8) volunteered to come to this earth to help clarify
these issues and to give mankind a second probation. And
the agony of sin will not end until Satan freely bows down
and confesses Jesus' lordship. This means that the greatest
tragedy of the universe is Satan's maligning of God, a trag-
edy even greater than any sins. Thus the issue to be re-
solved is how fallen and unfallen beings, will choose in the
great controversy, either for God or for Satan. This means
that the gospel can never be based on predestination of any
kind, which essentially bypasses any right of man to choose
for or against God. The gospel is built solidly on the foun-
dation of free choice - two very important words in the
great controversy between Christ and Satan.

The Nature of Sin
Here again we are led to a decision about the nature

of sin. Sin is not basically the way man is, but the way man
chooses. Sin occurs when the mind consents to what seems
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desirable and thus breaks its relationship with God. To talk of
guilt in terms of inherited nature is to overlook the important
category of responsibility. Not until we have joined our own
will to mankind's rebellion against God, not until we have ac-
t1ve1y entered into opposition to the will of God, does guilt
_— enter the human experience.

Sin is concerned with a

man's life, his rebellion against

{:chmce toe exercise our - God, his willful disobedience,
fallen, sinful naturein ~ and the distorted relationship
opposition toGod'swill.  with God which results from

his rebellion. Sin is concerned
with aman's will rather than with his nature. If responsibility for
sin is to have any meaning, it cannot also be affirmed that fallen
human nature makes man an inevitable sinner. Inevitability and
responsibility are mutually exclusive concepts in the moral sphere.
Thus sin is defined as choosing willfully to rebel against God in
thought, word, or action. "Whoever knows what is right to do
and failsto do it, forhim it is sin." James 4:17 RSV. In the New
Testament gospel, sin is our willful choice to exercise our fallen,
sinful nature in opposition to God's will.

The Human Nature of Christ

Building on this foundation, we move to the nature of
Christ - that which He inherited from His ancestors when He
became human. If sin is not nature but choice, then Christ could
inherit our fallen, sinful nature without thereby becoming a sin-
ner. He remained ever sinless because His conscious choice
was always obedience to God, never allowing His inherited
nature to control His choices. His inheritance was just the same
as our inheritance, with no need to resort to special intervention
by God to prevent Jesus from receiving human sinfulness from
Mary. "Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he
[Jesus] himselflikewise partook of the same nature.... There-
fore he had to be made like his brethren in every respect.” He-
brews 2:14-17 RSV

Christ ac- cprigr accepted vo}untarlly
Cepte,d,vo!umanlyme " 'the Immlhanon of des‘ ndmg,
humiliation of de- ' '
scending, notonlyto ‘%-_' o
the level ofunfallen

man, buttothelevel

to which man had ‘;Adam smned ' G
fallen since Adam smned When Jesus was here man obvi-
ously was not in Adam's state before the fall, so something far
more drastic was needed if the effects of Adam's fall were to
be overcome. Christ must descend to the depths to which
mankind had fallen through the centuries and in His own per-

son lift mankind from its fallen depths to a new level of life -
the life that men and women were once created to live. Jesus
stooped from the very heights to the very depths to lift us up.

If Jesus had assumed a perfect human nature un-
touched by the fall, then He would not have stood side by
side with man in his need. If Jesus had assumed unfallen
human nature, there would have been a great gulf created
by sin. It was fallen humanity that He was to represent be-
fore God. He stood at the side of fallen sinners to mediate
between sinful men and women and a holy God.

If Jesus assumed perfect human nature, He spanned
the gulf between God and sinless Adam, but the gulfbetween
God and fallen mankind still needed to be bridged. If, how-
ever, Christ shared our fallen, sinful nature, then His mediatorial
work bridges the gulfbetween fallen man and God. Only by
entering into our situation in the deepest and fullest since, iden-
tifying Himself fully with us, was He able to be our Saviour.
Any other human condition except that of mankind's inherited
nature would have been challenged at once by the enemy and
would have influenced the thinking of the universe.

It is interesting to note that this understanding of
Christ's human condition was the one believed strongly by
A.T. Jones and E.J. Waggoner in their righteousness-by-
faith message of 1888, which was endorsed so highly by
Ellen White. In fact, this understanding of Christ's life was
the accenting power of their messages: the Lord Jesus Christ
- loyal to God in sinful flesh.

Justification

From here the gospel message moves to our own per-
sonal experience. The gospel is the good news about God's
character, that God both forgives and restores. The gospel is
(1) God's declaration that we stand righteous in the merits of
Christ and (2) God's promise to renovate our sinful lives so
that, gradually, we may be restored into His image. The gos-
pel concerns both a legal verdict and a transforming power.
Union with Christ is the key to the faith through which justifi-
cation must take place. The gospel includes justification - a
uniting with Christ by faith, on the basis of which we are de-
clared righteous - and sanctification - a growing more like
Christ through the enabling power of the Holy Spirit, on the
basis of which we are made righteous.

Perfection
Finally, this gospel can speak comfortably and bibli-

cally about Christian perfection, which is simply letting God
do His full work in us as we depend ever more fully upon
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Him through faith. This is not extrem-
ism in perfection. It is not trying to be
good enough to please God or to be
saved; it is not removal of our sinful na-
ture; it is not dependence on our inter-
nal goodness.

Biblical perfection s total victory
over sin, when, through total submission
to Christ's power, sin becomes so repul-
sive that we have no desire to transgress
God's will. If sin is our willful choice to
rebel against God in thought, word, or
action, then sinlessness is our willful
choice not to rebel against God in thought,
word, or action. The purpose of biblical
perfection is not primarily to save us, but
to honor Christ. It is not a plateau, but
unceasing growth and teachableness. It
is not awareness of our inward holiness,
but joy in depending on Christ for His
mercies and power. It is not being free
from temptation, but refusing to yield to
temptation. It is not autonomous good-
ness, but total dependence so that we are
finished with rebelling.

This gospel affirms that it is possi-
ble to have a sinless
character in a sinful
nature. The purpose
of the gospel is to
destroy sin. Thus,
becoming morally
perfect is the goal,

’ while abiding in
Chnst is the method Furthermore, our
daily concern is not primarily with the end
product, but with our relationship with and
our trust in Christ. Only with this under-
standing of Christian perfection of char-
acter does the Seventh-day Adventist
message of the second coming carry mo-
tivating power. This understanding often
demands agonizing with God in prayer.
Do we know what it means to wrestle
with God as did Jacob? Are our souls
drawn out after God with intensity of de-
sire until every power is on the stretch?
Do we cling with unyielding faith to "his
precious and very great promises, that

per vectmn is
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through these you may escape from the corruption that is in the world because of
passion and become partakers of the divine nature.' 2 Peter 1:4 RSV

These, then are the two gospels being preached within Adventism as shownin

the diagram of the two trees. (See page 15) Can you see why these two systems are
incompatible? Do you see that compromise between them is impossible, that you
must make a choice for your personal faith? I challenge you to study and pray for
yourselves, so that you will know what you believe and why, rightly dividing the word
of truth. Informed and Spirit-guided decisions must be made that will stand up under
the pressures of the last days, and more important, under the scrutinizing eye of God
as He probes our consciences to see whether we make honest decisions or whether
we have rationalized and equivocated, seeking the easier way. May the good news
be God''s good news and not man's invention."

Dennis Priebe
The above excerpt was edited from Dennis Priebe's book "Face to Face with

the Real Gospel” . See page 13 for ordering information on his book or audio
tapes. Watch for further articles expanding these topics in future issues.
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A scientifically-based book with answers to common nutritional questions: What causes de-
generative diseases such as cancer, cardiovascular disease, arthritis, and more? What causes
obesity and how can | lose weight safely? Is it healthy to be a vegetarian? How can | achieve well-
balanced meals? How much protein is enough? How can | obtain adequate protein as a vegetar-
ian? What impact do food additives have on our health? In an age flooded with nutritional misinfor-
mation, Dr. Veith presents scientifically backed answers to important concerns. Includes a tasty
recipe section. Softcover. (275 pages) $60 .00 CDN / $37.50 US
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THE WORLD
NEEDS YOU!!

Would you like to support this ministry?
?/ou Can./

Your tax-deductible gift,
no matter what size,
will be used specifically for evangelistic seminars
conducted by Walter J. Veith
and designed to introduce secular people
throughout North America
to the Creator and God of the universe!

We invite you to become a regular supporter!

Like many small streams
that come together to form a great river,
so will your gift unite
with thousands of others
to create a great river of financial possibilities!

Join Amazing Discoveries in telling others
about God's creative act and His plan for their lives.

; ,Send your cheque or money order to:

_'fAMAZING DISCOVERIES -
POBox189 or  POBox 4480
7101C- 120thSt  Blaine, WA
Delta, BC V4E 2A9 98231~4480
Canada g O USA
MAKE-cHEdUESPAYABLETo:

"Vancouver Central SDA Church"
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Please pray for the
preparations being
made and for those
who will be atterd-
irtg, that the Spirit
of God may prepare
their fiearts for the
message they are
about to hear:
Please also pray for
the protection of
staff and audienice,
and for the sertes
itself - for Dr. Veith,
the equipment, the
staff and their fami-
lies, and the fost
chiurch. May the
devil’s atternpts to
stop or damage tfie
series be thwarted.
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The final

not: "How nice
were you?" or
"Were you
comfortable?" or
'Did you have
fun?" but rather
"What did you do
to promote good
and demote
evil?"

Question of life is @&
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THREE SABBATHS
..Continued From Page 171
’>seventh day of the week, and not keep the Sabbath of the
Lord. If a man stops work on Friday evening at sunset,
and abstains from all labor until the next day at sunset,
merely as a form of worship, and in order that he may be
physically better able to go at his work again, or with the
thought that he is thereby discharging a duty, and gaining
the favor of God, that is not keeping the Sabbath of the
Lord. To keep the Sabbath of the Lord is fo delight in the
Lord. (Isaiah 58:14) Those who do not delight them-
selves in the Lord, do not keep His Sabbath, no matter
when they abstain from labor.
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ure (Philippians 2:13); the Jewish sabbath represents
the vain attempt of zealous and self-confident men to do
the works which God Himself does, and which God alone
can do; but the pope’s sabbath signifies the substitution
of man’s work for God’s work, as being not only as good,
but even better. It dispenses with the form of the com-
mandment of the Lord. Let us see how this is.

The Lord’s Sabbath has been sufficiently dwelt on
for the present. We know what it is. We have seen the
Jews’ sabbath is the observing of the form of the Lord’s
Sabbath, without the substance, which can come only by
faith. It falls on the same day, but it is man’s sabbath not

the Lord’s. The papal sabbath has

It is absolutely impossible for  All the saéreﬂneSs mthewoﬂdthat , nothing in common with the Sab-
one who is not a Christian to keep  Sunday has is that which man gives to bath of the Lord, not even in form,

the Lord’s Sabbath; for, as we have  it. The Sunday sabbath, therefore,

but utterly repudiates it.

seen, God’s rest comes only fromHis ~ stands as the sign of man’s pretended Thus a Roman Catholic book, en-
perfect work, which is foundonlyin power to make things holy. Forifman titled “4 Sure Way to Find Out
Christ. “We which believe doenter  can make one thing holy, it is evident the True Religion,” says:

into rest.” (Hebrews 4:3) Therefore  thathe can make anything holy. Ifman  “The keeping holy of the Sunday
no Jew, so called, as distinguished  can make and keep a day holy,then he  isa thing absolutely necessary to
from a believer in Christ, keeps the  can make and keep himselfholy. The  salvation; and yet this is nowhere

Sabbath of the Lord, eventhoughhe  papal sabbath is thus the sign of the

put down in the Bible; on the con-

>apparently rests on the seventh day pope’s claims to take the place of the trary, the Bible says, ‘Remember

ofthe week. Hisrestishisownrest,  Lord as the sanctifier of sinners.

and not the rest of the Lord.

Do you see the difference? The Jewish sabbath falls
on the same day of the week as the Sabbath of the Lord, but it
isnot by any means the same thing. It represents only the man
himself, and his own work. Instead of being the sign of justi-
fication by faith in the work of the Lord, it is the sign of self-
righteousness, as indicated by the question which the Jews
asked of Jesus, “What shall we do, that we might work the
works of God?” (John 6:28) They counted their own works
equal to God’s works. Their obedience was not the obedi-
ence of faith, but only of form. From such a sabbath may the
Lord deliver us. It is far from it that we are delivered in the
Sabbath of the Lord, for we are saved from our own works,
and given the perfect works of the Lord. “The seventh day is
the Sabbath ofthe Lord,” (Exodus 20: 10; Deuteronomy 5.14)
but let us beware of making it a mere caricature of rest. Let
us take it for what it is: the rest of the Lord.

The Papal Sabbath
This is something entirely different from the
Jsabbath of the Jews, and infinitely different from the Sab-
bath of the Lord. The Sabbath of the Lord is the accept-
ance of God’s own works, and rest in them alone, allow-
ing Him to work both to will and to do of His good pleas-

the Sabbath day, to keep it holy’
(Exodus 20:8), which is Saturday,
and not Sunday; therefore the Bible does not con-
tain all things necessary to salvation.”

This is only one out of many similar citations that
might be given, but is sufficient to show that in the ob-
servance of Sunday the Catholic Church deliberately re-
pudiates the Word of the Lord, and sets itself above it. It
has placed its sabbath on an entirely different day from
the Sabbath of the Lord,—a day which even God Him-
self could not possibly have made His Sabbath, since on
it He began His work,—in order to emphasize its claims
to be above God. It would teach men that they are to
obey the church rather than God.

Notice that the citation speaks about necessity of
“keeping holy the Sunday.” But God has not made the
Sunday holy. In fact, the Bible knows nothing about such
a day. It does know the first day of the week, which it
calls a working day, but the Sunday was made in Rome.

The only day that God has ever spoken of as holy is
the seventh day of the week. That day He Himselfhas made
holy, and all He asks of us is keep it holy. But since God
has not made the Sunday holy, it follows that if man is to

... Continued on Page 24
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keep it holy, a man himself must make
it holy. All the sacredness in the
world that Sunday has is that which
man gives to it. The Sunday sabbath,
therefore, stands as the sign of man’s
pretended power to make things holy.
For if man can make one thing holy, it
is evident that he can make anything
holy. If man can make and keep a day
holy, then he can make and keep him-
self holy. The papal sabbath is thus
the sign of the pope’s claims to take
the place of the Lord as the sanctifier
of sinners.

While the seventh day is the sign
of God’s power to save by His own works,
the Sunday is the sign of man’s assumed
power to save himself by his own works,
entirely apart from and in spite of the Lord.
It repudiates the Lord in repudiating His
Word. Take notice that this is said of the
Papal Sunday, and not of all those who
regard it as a holy day. There are thou-
sands who are keeping the papal day, hon-
estly supposing it to be the Sabbath of the
Lord. Such, of course, believe in justifi-
cation by faith, although they unwittingly
observe the sign of justification by works.
It is for the benefit of such that this article
is written, that they may be wholly con-
sistent in their profession of faith. We are
dealing with facts, regardless of how men
may stand related to them; and the facts
are that the Lord’s Sabbath is justification
by faith; the papal sabbath means justifi-
cation by works, and that man’s own
works. On which side will you stand?

Source: Apples of God Library, No.
58, October 1898

o soserraiinr e co e )
GOD’S SABBATH
..Continued From Fage 8
our Sabbath, we say “Amen” or “Yes”
to Christ’s new covenant (Jer 31:3, Ez
36:26-27, 2 Cor 1:20-22). We grate-
fully become 100% dependent on Christ.

Redemption, is the same as creation.
Christ came to earth to show His un-
conditional, unselfish, unchanging,
“agape” love (Rom 5:6-10). He did
His Father’s work with us “in Him” (Jn
17:4). On the Friday, He cried, “Itis
Finished” (Jn 19:30-31). Just as Christ
finished creation at the end of the sixth
day and rested the seventh day, so He
also finished redemption on the cross
on the sixth day and rested in the tomb
on the seventh day. The Sabbath then
is more than a day of physical or men-
tal relaxation, or even a day of wor-
ship. Itis directly connected with crea-
tion, redemption, and Christ’s gospel.

The real issue behind Sabbath
verses Sunday keeping is a heart issue.
Many Sunday keeping Christians are
totally resting in Christ for their salva-
tion; they are keeping an unbiblical rest-
day for the right reasons. Many sin-
cere Sabbatarian Christians are keep-
ing the biblical rest-day for the wrong
reasons. Both stand to be corrected
by Christ Who sets us free (Jn 8:32; - ' " -
16:13). Both need the law completely Amazmg DISCOVQI"IGS
written or fulfilled in their hearts (Heb

;are ent to ail who request.
i equests should be
1e address below. A
_suggested minimum donation
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10:16, Rom 13:10). ; ?';. P@ Box 4480

The SabbathislikeGodleavinga | ~ Blaine, WA
post-it-note on our refrigerator that says, o . -‘98’23?44480 . e
“Don, I checked My daytimer and I no- . iga .

ticed that I have this Sabbath totally free.
How about you and I spend the entire
day together! It will be like ablood trans-
fusion oflife for both of us! Signed, God”

With this in mind let us keep
Christ’s seventh-day Sabbath because
Christ is both our Creator, our Re-
deemer, and the heart-throb of our lives!

PoBoxiEy
7101 C 120th Street*
 Dela BC V4E 2/\9 .

(Source Reference: “Beyond Belief”,
pp. 179-188 Pacific Press © 1993 by
Jack Sequeira) 'K

Pastor Don Anderson takes great de-
light and pleasure in God while en-
joying His Sabbath Rest (Isaiah
58:13-14)!




